Response prepared by the International Decade for People of African Descent Assembly–Guyana (IDPADA-G) to:
“Call for inputs for the preparation of the 2024 report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 47/21 on the “Promotion and protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of Africans and of people of African descent against excessive use of force and other human rights violations by law enforcement officers through transformative change for racial justice and equality”
IDPADA-GUYANA is an umbrella organization of seventy-eight (78) African Guyanese organizations. IDPADA-G is dedicated to the achievement of the goals of the UN Decade by advocating for changes to the national legal and institutional frameworks that would ensure equity and justice and by facilitating community development through capacity building programs. 
SUMMARY
The use of the law enforcement agencies by the PPP regime as repressive agents against the People of African Descent in Guyana is an ongoing concern.  The police’s actions and at times the army’s continue to violate the Human Rights of the people of African Descent in Guyana in contravention of the Constitution and the international conventions on Human Rights.  The questionable actions of these agencies take place both against political opponents of the incumbent administration and against the ordinary citizens of the country who in most, if not all instances, are merely airing their cries for justice. The use of the armed forces against Afro-Guyanese is part of the ongoing systemic racism being practiced by the People’s Progressive party here in Guyana.

PERSECUTION OF THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION

Prior to the explosion in the social media after the COVID 19 pandemic, the dissemination of information was primarily under the control of the government agencies.  The government controlled National Communications Network and the state owned Guyana Chronicle newspaper allowed the PPP administration to control the mass media agenda in Guyana, especially in the remote regions of the country.  

Within the urban centers, the private television stations are owned in the main by Indo Guyanese and these stations pursue the agenda of the PPP.   Reports and commentary in the main support the positions taken by government and exclude the opinions and the plight of the Guyanese of African Descent.  The predominantly African mining towns of Linden, Kakwani and other communities within the Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice Region, had been shut out for decades from media sources other than the National Communications Network and the Guyana Broadcasting Corporation. All efforts to break the PPP government monopoly of the airwaves within that region were resisted.

The evolution of Facebook Live, Zoom, Stream Yard and other public media platforms, placed squarely into the hands of every citizen, media through which he or she could freely express his or her views about government policies and actions, Every citizen could then bring up to the minute information to the world on events as they unfold within their communities.  This power in the hands of ordinary people has become a continuous source of bother for the PPP administration and they have resorted to their usual crude means to drive fear and to intimidate popular Afro-Guyanese social media commentators who reside both within and outside of Guyana.  
RECENT EXAMPLES OF LAW ENFORCEMENT MISCONDUCT TO SILENCE DISSENTERS
1. Social media commentator, 44 years old Robin Nadata Simon of Haslington on the East Coast of Demerara, was arrested on Monday March 6 2024.  She was charged with the offence of Acts of Terrorism, contrary to Section 109 (A) (1) (b) (ii) of the Criminal Law (Offences) Act Chapter 8:01. Three days after she was arrested Robin Simon appeared before the Sparendaam Magistrate’s Court, pleaded not guilty to the charge and was released on $250,000 bail.  

Robin Simon’s arrest stemmed from a protest march on Tuesday June 28 2022.  Kaieteur News reporter Shervin Belgrave reported on June 29 that the protest was allegedly started when the Guyana Daily News, an online media house, reported that Police Lance Corporal Kristoff De Nobrega, who was charged with the shooting death of 23 year old Quindon Bacchus, of Golden Grove Village on June 10, 2022 in the neighbouring village of Haslington, was released from prison.  The police claimed that Bacchus was shot in a sting operation that targeted him for selling an illegal gun and ammunition.  Video footage taken from CCTV footage in the area shows the alleged killer emerging from the trunk of the vehicle used in the operation and opening fire on a fleeing Bacchus, in total contradiction of the account given to the media by the Guyana Police force. Corporal De Nobriga was charged only after there were mounted protests in the Village of Golden Grove and after a vigorous campaign by Robin Simon and many others on social media and others.
2. The campaign to silence those critical of the PPP administration was again evidenced by the allegations made against and the issuing of a wanted bulletin for United States Based Guyanese, Rickford Burke, host of the online live broadcast, Conversation with Rickford Burke.  
Rickford Burke, a Guyanese living in the United States and head of the Caribbean Guyana Institute for Democracy, has been receiving unending attention from the Attorney General and the Vice President because of his highlighting the PPP’s racism against Afro Guyanese and against the alleged corrupt practices of the administration.  His organizing the Guyanese Diaspora Town Hall meeting in Brooklyn on October 30, 2023 also did not win him any favours from the governing PPP. 
On December 3, 2021, the Guyana Police Force issued a wanted bulletin for Rickford Burke with a list of seven offences: 

1.  Offence: The excitement of hostility or ill-will on the grounds of Race. [s. 2 of the Racial Hostility Act. Any person who willfully excites or attempts to excite racial hostility against a particular race by means of words spoken in a public place or transmitted by telegraphy].
2. Offence: Sedition under the Cyber Crime Act. [pursuant to s. 18(1)(a) and (f). the offence is made out if it’s against the government s. 18(1)(a) and if it excites racial divisions (f)]
3. Offence: Use of a computer system to coerce and intimidate under the Cyber Crime Act. [s.19 (3) makes it an offence to disseminate information via computer which is known to be false to damage the reputation of another person].
4. Offence: Seditious Libel [offence at common law. It is the overt speech or conduct to bring hatred and contempt against the Government].
5. Offence: Seditious Libel [s. 320 Criminal Law offences Act 8:01.]
6. Offence: Inciting the provocation of a breach of the peace [provoking a breach of the peace is s.141 Cap 8:02. Inciting any offence is itself an offence]
7. Offence: inciting public terror. Inciting public terror in public places is an offence under s.137 of Cap. 8:01the incitement of persons to go to public places and behave a certain way could be incitement to cause public terror] 
On September 29 2022, another wanted bulleting for Mr. Rickford Burke was issued by the Guyana Police Force. At that time the allegation was related to Conspiracy to Commit a Felony under the Criminal Law (Offences) Act, Chapter 8:01. On August 28, 2023, charges were filed at the Vigilance Magistrate’s Court in relation to the offences in the wanted bulletins. Burke, resident in the United States of America, did not turn up for the hearing and the magistrate ordered that a defendant summons be prepared to compel Mr. Rickford Burke to attend the Vigilance Magistrate’s Court on March 28, 2024.
The extent of government control of the Guyana Police Force became even more stark when Mr. Rickford Burke claimed on his Facebook page on December 16 2023, that two armed men invaded his premises in Brooklyn, New York, USA, as he was about to leave his home for church and “pushed a piece of paper” into his face.  The Guyana Police Force subsequently informed the nation that Assistant Superintendant Rodwell Sarabo was sent to the United States and, along with Process Serving Officer Mark Wesserman, had duly served the notice to Mr. Burke for him to attend the Vigilance Magistrate’s Court on March 28 2024.  Mr. Burke said that he was not served with any document but that he later found the document on the staircase leading to his home.
Controversy has erupted over the legality of the Summons claimed to be served on Mr. Burke by the Guyana Police Force, since Mr. Burke was outside Guyana’s borders.  None other than the Vice President and General Secretary of the Peoples Progressive Party, Bharat Jagdeo, pronounced that the Burke was properly served.  

The Demerara Waves news outlet on December 22, 2023 quotes Vice President Jagdeo as telling reports at his press conference, “By the way, from what I gather, they have video evidence of him being read the summons and running away after being approached by the people. He ran and jumped in his vehicle, I’m told, when he was approached by the people.” 
The intent of the Police’s action against Burke was then clearly revealed by Jagdeo when he said, “I hope that the social media influencers who are operating under the guise that they are not in our jurisdiction and they feel safe abroad, safe from the reach of our law, that they are taking note too and I hope that anyone that they malign, sue them now and hire somebody abroad to serve them notice or the summon and make sure they video it like they did Rickford Burke and then proceed in Court.”
Attorney General Anil Nandalall, in response to arguments by legal minds that the summons could not be served overseas, said on Issues in the News, his weekly Facebook commentary that “None of the arguments that I have seen has pointed to a provision in the law that prohibits the service of this document overseas.” He further pronounced that if there is any ruling by the Caribbean Court of Justice that the existing laws did not allow the serving of documents on persons overseas that his government would amend it.  “Trust me, if it is ruled that the Guyana courts doesn’t have jurisdiction, then I will amend the law to give the court jurisdiction to bring before the court persons who have committed offences against the laws of this country,” he said.
This is extent to which the government is willing to go to ensure that this African descendant’s right to free speech is muzzled.

3. The arrest of Tacuma Ogunseye, age 71, Executive member of the Working People’s Alliance (WPA), also points to the growing intolerance by Vice President Jagdeo and the PPP to any form of push back against the excesses of the state.  Mr. Ogunseye annoyed the Vice President and the PPP with the speech he delivered at a political meeting on March 9, 2023 in the community of Buxton on the East Coast of Demerara.  In his speech, Mr. Ogunseye urged members of the armed forces not to use their guns as weapons against the people of Guyana but to turn their guns when they are given instructions to harm the ordinary man. 

The police action against Mr. Ogunseye came after direct urging by Vice President Bharat Jagdeo at his weekly press conference at Freedom House on Thursday March 23, 2023, some sixteen days after the Ogunseye’s speech was made. INews, a media outfit aligned with the PPP reports Vice President Jagdeo as saying, “Now these are pure law and order issues. It doesn’t require just public condemnation, and there has been adequate public condemnation from people and organisations that have integrity, but the Police have to deal with this… These are illegal acts and the Police need to nip them in the bud immediately because they do this for the outrageous value – that’s a benefit to them.” 

He is further quoted as saying, “But when they’re faced with [breaking] the law of the country… the Police have to be sent as quickly as possible, file the cases and charge these individuals because if other people do it, the Police will go after them… This is a law and order issue and it requires immediate action. And you’ll see how quickly many of them will retreat.”

      On Thursday March 30, 2023, the police issued a wanted bulletin with the photograph of Mr. Ogunseye.  The bulletin indicated that Mr. Ogunseye was wanted for attempting to incite hostility or ill will on the grounds of race contrary to the Racial Hostility Act, Chapter 23:01.  In particular it requested that “If you see Ogunseye or have information about his whereabouts, please contact the police on 225-6940, 225-8196, 226-7476, 225-2317, 225-8196, 227-1149, or the nearest police station.”
There was immense concern within the WPA and among sections of the public about the actions of the police in issuing the wanted bulletin.  Mr. Ogunseye was not known to be hiding from the police.  He was on HBTV Channel 9, in a public space a few days before the bulletin was issued.  No attempts were made by the police to contact Mr. Ogunseye at his residence or anywhere else. And no request was issued for him to present himself at any police station for questioning on the matter.  Therefore, asking members of the public to contact given telephone numbers if they saw Mr. Ogunseye was uncalled for and sent an ominous signal.

Speculation was that the wanted bulletin could be a means of setting Mr. Ogunseye up for possible illegal extrajudicial actions by the police.  Assassination was not ruled out of the equation. With this in mind, on the advice of his legal team, Mr. Nigel Hughes and Mr. Daren Wade, Mr. Ogunseye turned himself in at the Criminal Investigation Department on the morning of Friday March 31, 2023, as a precaution against giving the police any avenue for any sinister plan that might have been in the pipeline. Thereafter Mr. Ogunseye was placed under arrest and was taken to the Brickdam Police Station where he was held over the weekend and was made to appear before Magistrate Fabayo Azore at the Vigilance Magistrate’s Court on Monday, April 3, 2023. He was charged with attempting to excite hostility or ill will on the grounds of race. He pleaded not guilty and was released on G$100,000 bail.

Mr. Ogunseye was taken to court and placed before the magistrate at the Vigilance Magistrate’s Court with both his hands and his feet shackled.  The matter is ongoing in court.

4. The shooting death of 23 year old Joseph Fiffee by the police on November 4 2023 in Annandale Village on the East Coast of Demerara is another in the long series of instances of the police acting as judge and executioner.  The police in their report alleged that Fiffee was killed in an exchange of gunfire with the police.  However, CCTV footage taken from residents in the area clearly shows the police vehicle driving up on Fiffee, who at the time was holding a bicycle, and discharged several rounds at Fiffee after he ran and climbed over a nearby fence.  In the footage, Fiffee could be heard screaming after being shot and the police could be heard shouting orders to him that he should not move.  Fiffee was placed alive into the police vehicle but the police later reported that he was pronounced dead at the Georgetown Hospital from a single gunshot wound on his lower back.  

5. Another immensely troubling incident was the arrest and the seizure of the cell phone of Attorney-at-Law Tamieka Clarke, a female lawyer of African descent, by officers of the Special Organized Crime Unit (SOCU). Attorney Clarke was arrested because she had advised her client, who was under investigation by the agency, to remain silent and not answer the questions being asked.  Clarke was arrested on October 28, 2022.  Clarke reported at a press conference after her release that the officer in charge of the investigation, Superintendent Krishnadat Ramana, a police officer of Indian descent. was the one who ordered her arrest. 

The attorney’s arrest sparked a public outcry and saw the scores of lawyers donning their robes and picketing the SOCU headquarters on Camp Street in Georgetown.  Attorney General Anil Nandlall posted on his Facebook page that when he heard of the incident, in his capacity as constitutional legal adviser to the Force, he called Assistant Police Commissioner Superintendent Karimbaksh, the head of the agency, and instructed that the lawyer to be released.  Nandlall subsequently told the media that, “I spoke with Ms. Clarke and I informed her of my intervention and my advice and I offered my apologies as a colleague of the Bar for the unfortunate incident.”
In his response to the incident, Senior Counsel Dr. Roysdale Forde is reported by wiredja.com on the 2022-10-30 as saying that the incident should not be seen as isolated but as another example of people’s constitutional rights being breached.  He is quoted as saying, “This is the People’s Progressive Party (PPP) regime weaponizing the police to intimidate and terrorize ordinary people.” He further contends, “The regime has no regard for the entire legal profession and the law, only those who use the profession to facilitate the PPP’s lawlessness.”

Attorney Ford’s assertions are given some credence by Attorney General Anil Nandalall’s own admission of his role in securing the release of the attorney and his subsequent apology.

Attorney Clarke sued the state for damages and asked the court for relief on the grounds that, among other things, by Article 139 of the Constitution of Guyana, her fundamental right to personal liberty as guaranteed and protected under the Article were breached when SOCU arrested and detained her for advising her client to remain silent.

The matter was heard before Acting Chief Justice Roxanne George.  In her decision delivered on June 12 2023, the Acting Chief Justice agreed that Attorney Clarke’s arrest was a breach of her fundamental right to personal liberty, guaranteed and protected by Article 13 of the Constitution.  She also deemed unlawful, the seizure of Attorney Tameika Clarke’s cellular phone. The CJ in her decision ordered that human right training should be conducted for all ranks of the GPF.
WEAK OR NON-EXISTENT OVERSIGHT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

The proper scrutiny of the actions of the security forces in Guyana is hampered by the PPP’s deliberate shutting down of the Parliamentary Oversight Committee on the Security Forces: the constitutional agency for examining the policies and administration of the security sector. -the disciplined forces.  The Committee currently has Prime Minister Mark Phillips as Chairman.  PPP parliamentarians on the Committee are Gail Teixeira, Robeson Benn and Joseph Hamilton.  For the Opposition the parliamentarians are Geeta Chandan Edmond, Jermaine Figueira and Maureen Philadelphia.    As has been happening with these constitutional Oversight Committees, including the Public Accounts Committee, meetings are hardly convened or are not convened at all thus avoiding scrutiny.  The Parliamentary Oversight Committee on the Security Forces has not met on a single occasion under the current government. 
The Police Complaints Authority is responsible for supervising specific investigations of alleged police misconduct such as the death of someone or other specified misconduct by the Police (as identified in 17:02 of the Laws of Guyana), however the Authority has been prevented from functioning as cases have not been referred in compliance with the law.

 RECOMMENDATIONS
1. That human rights training for the Guyana Police Force be continuous.
2. That the Police complaints authority be allowed to do its work and ensure that any violations by police officer be addressed as called for by law.

3. That EMLER should conduct a country visit to evaluate the current conditions and offer assistance to the State party in its effort to equally protect the Human Rights of all citizens.
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