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The situation of people of African descent in European countries and the United States
Submitted to: the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Background 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set out therein, without distinction of any kind, in particular as to race, color or national origin, Since then, the United Nations has adopted all necessary measures to urgently eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and manifestations and to prevent and combat racist doctrines and practices to promote understanding between the races and build an international community free of all forms of apartheid and racial discrimination.
But what is worrying is that racism and discrimination based on color are still widespread in many countries of the world, despite their ratification of international conventions and their pledge to eliminate discrimination based on race. In this context, Elizka Relief Foundation submits a written contribution to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to shed light on the violations of European countries and the United States against people of African descent, ending with a set of recommendations.
The reality of people of African descent in the United States and European countries
Europe ranked as the leading destination for African migrants outside Africa in 2020. Around 11 million African-born migrants lived in European countries that year. Nearly five million Africans resided in Asia, while about three million lived in Northern America. Overall, more than 19.5 million Africans were living in different world regions as of 2020. According to more recent estimates, 15 million people of African descent are estimated to be living in the EU.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  African migrants living outside Africa in 2020, by world region, Statista, Jan 31, 2024. https://bitly.ws/3fQ3F ] 

What is striking is that the rights of people of African descent to land, labour, intellectual property, innovation and their reproductive rights have been continually transformed into commodities subject to exploitation since the trafficking of enslaved Africans, and that people of African descent are viewed, throughout history and in the present, as targets for economic power. They are not agents of innovation, and they are still being exploited, this has included the deterioration of the knowledge production of blacks and their contribution to innovation and leadership at the global level.
United States 
In December 2022, the USA issued an executive order to create the President’s Advisory Council on African Diaspora Engagement in the United States. In June 2022, appointed the inaugural Special Representative for Racial Equity and Justice at the State Department, to coordinate the Department’s efforts to combat global anti-Black racism and advance the human rights of individuals from marginalized racial, ethnic, and Indigenous communities worldwide. Despite this, the United States suffers from high levels of racism and discrimination against Africans[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  International Day for People of African Descent, US department of state, August 31, 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fPya ] 

In the United States, 13.6% of the population (45.3 million people) identified themselves as Black or African American in 2021. The poverty rate of Black and African Americans (21.7%) is twice that of non-Hispanic White Americans (9.5%). Roughly 10% of Black and African Americans are not covered by health insurance.[footnoteRef:3] Those from Africa experience a double burden of discrimination in the U.S., both as immigrants and as Black residents in a country with a long history of racism.[footnoteRef:4] Black people in America are three times more likely to be killed by police than whites, and 4.5 times more likely to be incarcerated. more than 1,000 cases of killings by police each year, only 1% result in officers being charged.[footnoteRef:5]   [3:  Black/African American, SAMHSA, 05/25/2023. https://bitly.ws/3fJLK ]  [4:  Black immigrants face more discrimination in the U.S. The source is sometimes surprising, Los Anglos Times, sep 21, 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fIWS ]  [5:  Systemic racism pervades US police and justice systems, UN Mechanism on Racial Justice in Law Enforcement says in new report urging reform, UNCHR, 28 September 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fJna ] 

People of African descent face deadly, systemic racism and sexism in health sectors across the Americas. Especially Women of African descent in the United States suffer from patterns of abuse and neglect in obtaining the appropriate level of care and treatment to which they are entitled. The harshest contrast for Afro-descendent women and girls is in the United States, where they are three times more likely to die during or shortly after childbirth than non-Afro descendent women. Higher maternal deaths among people of African descent are often blamed on poor lifestyle choices, hereditary predispositions or failure to seek treatment in time.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  “They have to fight”: People of African descent face deadly, systemic racism and sexism in health sectors across the Americas, UNFPA reports, UNDP, 12 July 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fJBa ] 



Finland 
People of African descent consider Finland as one of the most racist countries in the European Union, 43 percent of such people reported to having experienced racial harassment in 2022. People of African descent reported on average to having felt racially discriminated against at a rate of 34 percent in 2022. Such experiences were common especially when looking for a job, at work or looking for a house.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Study: Finland is perceived as one of the most racist countries in EU, Helsinki Times, 26 October 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fLK4 ] 

Germany and Austria 
Racism towards Black people is growing in Europe, with Germany and Austria showing the highest rates of discrimination and harassment. Over the five years, police stopped 26 percent of people of African descent, in Austria and Germany. Men are three times more likely to be stopped but more women believe they are stopped because of racial profiling.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Black people in Germany and Austria ‘face most racism in EU’, the Telegraph, 25 October 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fLNB ] 

United Kingdom
In April 2022 the UK and Rwanda signed an agreement for the UK to deport people seeking asylum in Britain (who are mostly African) to Rwanda, known as the ‘Migration and Economic Partnership’, or ‘Rwanda Plan’.
In November 2023, the Prime Minister agreed on a new treaty with Rwanda and brought forward new legislation the Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and Immigration) Bill designed to override any legal obstacles and declare the country to be safe.[footnoteRef:9]  The bill comes in response to the Supreme Court’s November 15 ruling on the UK’s deal with Rwanda, which found Rwanda is not a safe third country to send asylum seekers. The court drew attention to threats to Rwandans living in the UK as well as extrajudicial killings, deaths in custody, enforced disappearances, torture, and restrictions on media and political freedoms in Rwanda.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Rwanda Plan explained: Why the UK Government should rethink the scheme, International Rescue Committee, January 16, 2024. https://bitly.ws/3fLV3 ]  [10:  The UK Can’t Legislate Away Rwanda’s Rights Record, relief web, 9 Dec 2023. https://bitly.ws/3fLUh  ] 

The UK's position remains negative, can’t legislate its way around the fact that Rwanda counters criticism with violence and abuse, Although the home secretary acknowledging the bill is not in compliance with the UK’s human rights act. 

Recommendations 
· Elizka calls on European countries to strengthen the role of national human rights institutions in combating discrimination against people of African descent, and to include content on combating explicit or latent forms of racism in school curricula.
· Elizka condemns the violations against people of African descent in the United States and urges the state to prepare a report on the extent to which the Millennium Development Goals have been achieved among people of African descent.
· Elizka encourages the General Assembly to consider declaring a Second International Decade for People of African Descent between 2025 and 2034, to take further action to address systemic discrimination and legacies of the past to ensure justice and development for people of African descent around the world.
· Elizka recommends that European countries and the United States should take effective measures to prevent police from excessive use of force, ill-treatment and abuse of power against people of African descent, including by ensuring the provision of appropriate human rights training to law enforcement officials throughout the country.
· Elizka calls on European countries, in particular the United Kingdom, to ensure that all migrants of African origin have access to justice and effective remedies in the event of exploitation, without fear of arrest, detention or deportation. 
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