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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS


CYPRUS’ INPUT REGARDING THE REPORT ON THE COMPREHENSIVE THEMATIC STUDY ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS DIMENSION ON CARE AD SUPPORT, PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION 54/6


Cyprus has the honour to submit the following for the preparation of the relevant study by the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights regarding the subject in reference:

1. Questions 1 and 2 

At an international and regional level, Cyprus is bound by the principles of the United Nations Charter and the EU Charter. 

The Social Welfare Services of the Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare are the competent State Authority for the registration and control of social care services provided by the private sector (profit and non-profit organizations). In particular, they are responsible for the registration and inspection of adult day care centers and 24-hour care centers for the elderly in accordance with national legislation and regulations, namely:

· The Housing for the Elderly and Disabled Law of 1991 and Regulations 213/2000 and 141/2011.
· The Adult Centers Laws L.38(I)/97 and L.64(I)/2011.
· The Adult Centers Regulations 394/2000 and 143/2011.

The above legislations include provisions for the protection of the rights of individuals, such as protection from violence, neglect, ill-treatment, deprivation of liberty, etc. Frequent visits are carried out as part of inspections and where deemed necessary on a more frequent basis. 

The Guaranteed Minimum Income and Social Benefits Law of 2014 (L. 109(I)/2014) and specifically the Regulation 162/2016, provides for the conditions of approval of private carers.  The conditions of approval include provisions for the protection of the rights of individuals who receive care and support.

The Guaranteed Minimum Income (“GMI”) Law (109(I)/2014) especially article 10, provides the conditions under which a person can be a recipient of care and support and is entitled to submit an application for subsidy in order to cover such needs. Recipient of care and support can be a person that is beneficiary of GMI and/or family members.  Furthermore, a non - beneficiary of GMI subsidy due to limitations of article 8 (due to higher income) but fulfilling all other conditions of GMI, can be a beneficiary of subsidy of care and support.  In combination with article 34 of GMI law people with disabilities can be entitled to receive the subsidy of care and support in any age and not fulfilling the perquisite of 5 years to remain continuously in Cyprus, as special exceptions in conditions exist for receiving subsidy of GMI too. These rights and access to care services are provided irrespective of age and circumstances but are especially targeted and enhanced regarding persons with disabilities, children and older people.

Under Regulation 162/2016, the Scheme of Subsidy of Services of care has as main purpose to improve the quality of persons’ life and to promote social integration. Most important purposes that are promoted through the provision of quality, accessible and flexible services of care are the maintenance and reinforcement of their autonomy and independence, considering the desire of the recipients of care as much as possible.  

Different kind of provided services exist under the Scheme such as:

a) Home care by certified natural or legal person,
b) Home care by domestic worker,
c) 24-hour institutional care, 
d) Daily care,
e) Respite care that is temporary, for a limited time for the recipient of care that permits the informal caregiver to have a pause/a break from the responsibility of care of that person.  This service supports the valuable role of informal caregiver and at the same time it helps the recipient of care to stay at home and
f) Childcare.
Regulation 365/2017 provides for a Scheme about specialized services for home care for people with disabilities which are enhanced considering the disability. These provisions allow people in need of care to maintain autonomy for as long as possible and live in dignity.  

Cyprus has also ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities together with the Optional Protocol in 2011, with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Related Matters (Ratification) Law of 2011[Law 8 (III)/2011]. According to the Council of Ministers Decision dated 9/5/2012, the appropriate mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the UN Convention, regarding to article 33 of the Convention, are nominated as follows: 

· The Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities as the Focal point for the implementation of the Convention.
· The Pancyprian Council of Persons with Disabilities, which operates in the framework of Persons with Disabilities Laws 2000-2007 as advisory body, as the Coordinating Mechanism.
· The Ombudsman and Commissioner for the Protection of Human Rights/Equality Authority as the Independent Mechanism for the promotion, protection and monitoring of the Convention. 
Social protection, long-term care and support, housing, assistive devices, etc. for persons with disabilities are also given through: 

a) Cash benefits: The monthly care allowance to persons with paraplegia or tetraplegia is €400 or €900 respectively or in the case of intensive care is €500 or €1100 respectively. The monthly care allowance to persons with paraplegia or tetraplegia is provided independent of income and age, so that they can secure services care, with the aim of supporting and empowering them in their enjoyment of their rights for independent living, maximum autonomy, dignity, quality life, community participation and social inclusion. It is provided by free choice of the carer or carers and independent of employing formal carers or using informal carers. 

b) Care in kind: Care in kind is provided to persons with disabilities by the Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities through schemes that subsidize the cost of purchasing wheelchairs and a variety of technical equipment and assistive technology for care at home like: electric beds, special matrices, body lifts, mobility equipment, sitting equipment, communication technology etc., Parking Card for priority parking, European Disability Card for specific benefits in the areas of transport, tourism and culture, Subsidization of the purchase of cars.

c) Residential Care:  During 2017 the Council of Ministers decided to approve the new Scheme for the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Independent Living Support Programs in the framework of the Project "Creation of Independent Living Support Houses/Programs", which is co-financed by the European Social Fund. The outcomes of the implementation of the project are the provision of supported independent living to people with disabilities, after their own choice and request, in order to empower them controlling their lives by choosing where, with whom and how they want to live. This provision requires access to a number of services among which the care services. A caregiver needs to meet educational, health and criminal records specifications in order to ensure the quality of care services provided to persons with disabilities under the project.

Other related policy measures are:

· Preparation of a national report on Long Term Care in accordance with the strategic goals of the European Care Strategy and the related LTC Recommendation.
· Preparation of a national strategy and a national action plan on active ageing.

Question 3

The main challenges faced at the national level are:
· The development of individualized community services: home care services and personal assistance in accordance with the needs of the persons concerned and their immediate environment 
· The establishment of the necessary infrastructure, qualified personnel and services that enable independent living 
· The creation of a network of appropriate home care providers 
· Appropriate training, reskilling, and upskilling for caregivers providing community-based support and care 
· The identification of informal caregivers of persons with disabilities 

Question 4

According to the data of the Department for Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities, approximately 15,000 citizens, mainly with severe disabilities, are beneficiaries of state social benefits and services.

Beneficiaries of Care Allowance Scheme for Paraplegic & Quadriplegic Persons:

	AGE
	Number of beneficiaries persons with paraplegia
	Number of beneficiaries persons with tetraplegia
	Number of beneficiaries persons with paraplegia-intensive care
	Number of beneficiaries persons with tetraplegia-intensive care

	
	Men 
	Women  
	 Men 
	Women 
	Men 
	Women 
	Men 
	Women 

	
0-18
	
48
	
29
	
61
	
62
	
1
	
3
	
6
	
1

	
18-65

	
149
	
163
	
198
	
142
	
71
	
18
	
49
	
29

	
65+ 

	
276
	
507
	
114
	
221
	
80
	
70
	
40
	
46

	Total 
	1172
	798
	243
	171
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