May 2024

Information provided by the Republic of Lithuania to 
the Special Rapporteur on minority issues on “institutional arrangements of States that enable minority rights to flourish” 


1. Do you consider the interests of persons belonging to minority groups appropriately taken into account in your country? If yes, how? If no, why? 

We reaffirm that all national, religious, linguistic and other minorities are guaranteed all rights and freedoms in Lithuania.

2.  Are there institutional arrangements that guarantee (or facilitate) effective political representation of persons belonging to minorities? For example, a Second Chamber in Parliament, the federal structure of the State, specific “minority institution” (such as a Council of Minorities or a dedicated Ombudsperson, or electoral mechanisms (quotas, separate lists for minorities).
To strengthen the co-operation of all ministries and responsible institutions in formulating and co-ordinating the state policy in the field of national minorities, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania formed the Governmental Commission on National Minorities. The Commission coordinates the policy of national minorities, addressing culture, social security, education, economics, legal issues, and heritage.

To advance the protection of the social rights of minorities, the state needs a more holistic approach, based on a better understanding of what individuals and communities need to feel safe and secure. Ideally, the minorities’ security approach requires analysing root causes, mapping existing local capacities for peace, and designing coordinated strategies for civil society and governmental preventive action as part of a long-term commitment to peace. Partially, the Department of National Minorities under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania fulfils this important task through understanding, respect, direct reduction of hate speech and its prevention by introducing the public to the population of other nationalities, informing about the contribution of ethnic communities to the social and political life of the country, promoting cultural dialogue.

The representatives of national minorities are involved in decision-making processes through the Council of National Communities, which follow the principles of international law, Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, laws of the Republic of Lithuania, other legal acts. The Council is a public advisory body under the Department of National Minorities, representing national minorities in matters of the coordination of the Lithuanian national minorities’ policy.




3. Are there minority issues insulated from (or not subject to) State authorities’ decisions (including the Parliament)? (For example, constitutional guarantee; political/traditional agreement; competence on minority issues at a regional level, where the persons belonging to a minority represent the majority of the population). 
The Lithuanian Constitution and other legislation guarantee the participation of members of national minorities in the cultural, social and economic life as well as public affairs. 
Lithuania has both regional and national legislation in place that protects minority rights and implements the European Convention on Human Rights. 
The process of drafting of the new Law on National Minorities is ongoing at state’s institutions. 
In January 2022, the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania adopted a law, establishing that names and surnames of Lithuanian citizens belonging to the national minorities could be written in personal documents using characters of the Latin alphabet. 
Our Constitution and laws prohibit direct or indirect discrimination on the grounds of gender, race, nationality, citizenship, language, ethnic origin or religion. Lithuania has taken significant steps over the years toward elimination of discrimination and intolerance. We understand that the process of ensuring any human right is permanent and requires constant efforts of every stakeholder.
In recent years, Lithuania has undertaken significant steps to strengthen response to hate crime and hate speech: established working group to promote an effective response to hate crime and hate speech; updated the Methodological Recommendations on the Peculiarities of Conducting, Organizing and Guiding the Pre-Trial Investigation of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech; introduced the practical guide for law enforcement officers on cooperation with communities vulnerable to hate crimes and many other initiatives are taking place. 

Lithuania has finished the implementation of the Action Plan on Non-discrimination for 2021-2023, continues with the Action Plan for the Implementation of Equal Opportunities for 2024-2026. We also implement the plan for the Roma inclusion into Lithuanian society. 

4. Are there institutional arrangements and/or political practices that de facto exclude persons belonging to minorities from effective participation in decisions at the national – and, where appropriate, regional level – concerning the minority to which they belong? 

No.

5.  Are there legal, administrative or other barriers that prevent persons belonging to minorities to participate effectively in cultural, religious, social, economic or public life? 

No.

6.  What are the benefits and/or challenges of recognizing and granting sectoral (for example, concerning sectors like education) or territorial autonomy to minorities?
The rights of national minorities in Lithuania are fully guaranteed by the Constitution and laws in full conformity with our international commitments. All conditions for national minorities to receive primary, secondary and higher education in their mother tongue are ensured. The funding for the national minority schools has been increased and topics on national minorities are included in general education programmes. Schools of formal education (primary, basic, secondary education) in Polish, Russian and Belarussian languages are financed by the state budget.
Due to demographic situation (natural population decrease and emigration), the education system has been optimized and some schools were closed. These trends negatively affected entire education system, and not specifically national minority schools. 
Unfortunately we have difficulties with Lithuanian and Polish national minorities schools in Belarus.
Supported by grants of the Lithuanian and Polish Governments, schools of Lithuanian and Polish national minorities in Belarus are forced to change the language of instructions from Lithuanian and Polish to Belarusian or Russian.  Even lessons of our languages and literature are eliminated as mandatory subjects. Some schools are even closed. All this violates the educational and linguistic rights of the Lithuanian and Polish minorities in Belarus. These are clear signals of progressing russification. We call on Belarusian authorities to respect the educational and linguistic rights of the Lithuanian minority there. 
