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Answers by Germany with respect to national minorities:

1. Do you consider the interests of persons belonging to minority groups appropriately taken into account in your country? If yes, how? If no, why? 

Germany has taken several measures to take into account the interests of persons belonging to national minorities: 
· Germany has recognized four national minorities within the meaning of the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities: the Danish minority, the Frisian ethnic group, the Sorbian people and the German Sinti and Roma.
· The Convention, which entered into force in Germany in 1998, prohibits all discrimination against a person because of his or her belonging to a national minority, as well as assimilation against his or her will. It also obliges Member States to protect the civil liberties of national minorities.
· The languages of the national minorities (Danish, Northern and Sater Frisian, Lower and Upper Sorbian, Romanes) as well as Low German are protected by the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, which came into force in Germany in 1999.
· For a description of the various protection and promotion measures, please refer to the relevant reports submitted by Germany on the implementation of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages and the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. These are transmitted by Germany to the Council of Europe on a regular basis. The reports can be viewed under the following link: 
https://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/topics/community-and-integration/national-minorities/national-minorities-node.html
· All four national minorities in Germany receive financial support from the federal government to maintain their language and culture. The federal states in which the minorities are traditionally native also contribute to the promotion of national minorities with their own financial resources. The regional language Low German is also financially supported by the federal and state governments.

2. Are there institutional arrangements that guarantee (or facilitate) effective political representation of persons belonging to minorities? For example, a Second Chamber in Parliament, the federal structure of the State, specific “minority institution” (such as a Council of Minorities or a dedicated Ombudsperson, or electoral mechanisms (quotas, separate lists for minorities).

· The Federal Government has appointed a Commissioner for Matters Related to Ethnic German Resettlers and National Minorities, who is the point of contact at Federal level for all concerns in connection with national minorities.
· Additionally, the national minorities in Germany jointly maintain a Secretariat for Minorities in Berlin, which represents their interests vis-à-vis the German Bundestag, the Bundesrat and the Federal Government. The Secretariat receives financial support by the Federal Ministry of the Interior.
· At the German Bundestag, there is a discussion group on minority issues (chaired by the Chairman of the Committee on Internal Affairs), which the members of the Committee and other interested Members of the German Bundestag, government representatives, as well as representatives of the associations of national minorities are invited to attend.
· The Federal Government has set up five advisory committees at the Federal Ministry of the Interior and Community, in which issues regarding the four national minorities (Danes, Frisians, Sorbs, Sinti and Roma) and the Low German language group are discussed. The advisory committees ensure the contact of the four national minorities and the Low German speaker group with the federal government and the German Bundestag. All five committees are chaired by the Commissioner for Matters Related to Ethnic German Resettlers and National Minorities.
· The Federal Ministry of the Interior and Community hosts implementation conferences on a regular basis with representatives of the national minorities and the relevant Federal and Land ministries, at which implementation of the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages are discussed and further developed.
· According to the Federal Electoral Act, political parties of the national minorities are exempt from the clause on the five-percent threshold, which requires other political parties to receive at least five per cent of the second votes in order to enter parliament. The Federal Electoral Act also contains special provisions for parties of national minorities regarding the nomination of district candidates and state party lists and the need for supporting signatures. 

3. Are there minority issues insulated from (or not subject to) State authorities’ decisions (including the Parliament)? (For example, constitutional guarantee; political/traditional agreement; competence on minority issues at a regional level, where the persons belonging to a minority represent the majority of the population).

Germany’s constitution, the Basic Law, prohibits every form of discrimination based on language, homeland or origin. This prohibition is binding for law-makers, courts and all levels of public administration. 

4. Are there institutional arrangements and/or political practices that de facto exclude persons belonging to minorities from effective participation in decisions at the national – and, where appropriate, regional level – concerning the minority to which they belong?

No.

To the contrary, Germany strives to protect and promote national minorities and to guarantee adequate representation of national minorities at the political level, in the field of legislation and in practice (s. answers to questions 1 and 2).

5. Are there legal, administrative or other barriers that prevent persons belonging to minorities to participate effectively in cultural, religious, social, economic or public life?

No.

6. What are the benefits and/or challenges of recognizing and granting sectoral (for example, concerning sectors like education) or territorial autonomy to minorities?

Not applicable.

