SPLC UN Submission: Decriminalize Homelessness and Extreme Poverty
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Montgomery, AL
Alabama Code Title 13A. Criminal Code § 13A-11-9!

(a) A person commits the crime of loitering if he or she does any of the following:

(1) Loiters, remains, or wanders about in a public place for the purpose of begging.

(2) Loiters or remains in a public place for the purpose of gambling.

(3) Loiters or remains in a public place for the purpose of engaging or soliciting another
person to engage in prostitution or sodomy.

(4) Being masked, loiters, remains, or congregates in a public place.

(5) Loiters or remains in or about a school, college, or university building or grounds
after having been told to leave by any authorized official of the school, college, or
university, not having any reason or relationship involving custody of or responsibility
for a pupil or any other specific, legitimate reason for being there, and not having written
permission from a school, college or university administrator.

(6) Loiters or remains in any transportation facility, unless specifically authorized to do
so, for the purpose of soliciting or engaging in any business, trade, or commercial
transactions involving the sale of merchandise or services.

(7) Loiters or remains in any place with one or more persons for the purpose of
unlawfully using or possessing a dangerous drug.

(b) A person does not commit a crime under subdivision (a)(4) if he or she is going to or
from or staying at a masquerade party, or is participating in a public parade or
presentation of an educational, religious, or historical character or in an event as defined
in Section 13A-11-140.

(c) Sodomy in subdivision (a)(3) is defined as in Section 13A-6-60.

(d) Dangerous drug in subdivision (a)(7) means any narcotic, drug, or controlled
substance as defined in Chapter 2 of Title 20 and any schedule incorporated therein.

(e) Loitering is a violation.

! https://codes.findlaw.com/al/title-13a-criminal-code/al-code-sect-13a-11-
9/#:~:text=(a)%20A%20person%20commits%20the,for%20the%20purpose%200f%20gambling.
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Montgomery, AL
HB 24: prohibiting loitering?
Enrolled, An Act,
Relating to crimes and offenses; to amend Sections
13A-11-9 and 32-5A-216, Code of Alabama 1975, to prohibit an
individual from loitering on a public roadway maintained by
the state; or in the right-of-way of a public roadway
maintained by the state; to provide criminal penalties for
violations; and in connection therewith would have as its
purpose or effect the requirement of a new or increased
expenditure of local funds within the meaning of Section
111.05 of the Constitution of Alabama 2022.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:
Section 1. Sections 13A-11-9 and 32-5A-216, Code of
Alabama 1975, are amended to read as follows:
"§13A-11-9
(a) A person commits the crime of loitering if he or
she does any of the following:
(1) Loiters, remains, or wanders about in a public
place for the purpose of begging.
(2) Loiters or remains in a public place for the
purpose of gambling.
(3) Loiters or remains in a public place for the
purpose of engaging or soliciting another person to engage in
prostitution or sodomy.
(4) Being masked, loiters, remains, or congregates in a
public place.
(5) Loiters or remains in or about a school, college,
or university building or grounds after having been told to
leave by any authorized official of the school, college, or
university, not having any reason or relationship involving
custody of or responsibility for a pupil or any other
specific, legitimate reason for being there, and not having
written permission from a school, college, or university
administrator.
(6) Loiters or remains in any transportation facility,
unless specifically authorized to do so, for the purpose of
soliciting or engaging in any business, trade, or commercial
transactions involving the sale of merchandise or services.
(7) Loiters or remains in any place with one or more
persons for the purpose of unlawfully using or possessing a

2 https://legiscan.com/AL/text/HB24/2023



dangerous drug.

(8) Loiters, or remains, on a public roadway maintained

by the state or the right-of-way of a public roadway
maintained by the state.

(b) A person does not commit a crime under subdivision
(a)(4) if he or she is going to or from or staying at a
masquerade party, or is participating in a public parade or
presentation of an educational, religious, or historical
character or in an event as defined in Section 13A-11-140.
(c) Sodomy in subdivision (a)(3) is defined as in

Section 13A-6-60.

(d) Dangerous drug in subdivision (a)(7) means any
narcotic, drug, or controlled substance as defined in Chapter
2 of Title 20 and any schedule incorporated therein.

(e) Loitering is a violation. A second or subsequent
violation of this section in the same jurisdiction is a Class

C misdemeanor.

(f)(1) Prior to making an arrest for a violation of
subdivision (a)(1), a law enforcement officer may instruct any
person in violation of subdivision (a)(1) to immediately and
peaceably exit the public roadway maintained by the state or
the right-of-way of the public roadway maintained by the
state.

(2)a. Prior to making an arrest for an initial

violation of subdivision (a)(1), a law enforcement officer may
offer to transport any person in violation of subdivision
(a)(1) to a location in the jurisdiction that offers emergency
housing, if applicable.

b. If a person accepts an offer made pursuant to

subdivision (1), a law enforcement officer may transport the
person accordingly.

(9) Any actions undertaken by a law enforcement officer
pursuant to this section shall be subject to Section 36-1-12."
"8§32-5A-216

(a) No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose

of soliciting a ride.

(b) No person shall stand on a highway for the purpose

of soliciting employment, business, or contributions from the
occupant of any vehicle, nor for the purpose of distributing
any article, unless otherwise authorized by official permit of
the governing body of the city or county having jurisdiction
over the highway.

(c) No person shall stand on or in proximity to a

4



street or highway for the purpose of soliciting the watching

or guarding of any vehicle while parked or about to be parked
on a street or highway.

(d) No person shall fish from a bridge, viaduct, or

trestle, or the approaches thereto, within the State of
Alabama, unless otherwise authorized by the governing body of
the city or county having jurisdiction over the highway or
from the State of Alabama in the case of state highways. The
authorizing authority shall erect and maintain appropriate
signs giving notice that fishing is allowed.”

Section 2. Although this bill would have as its purpose

or effect the requirement of a new or increased expenditure of
local funds, the bill is excluded from further requirements
and application under Section 111.05 of the Constitution of
Alabama of 2022, because the bill defines a new crime or
amends the definition of an existing crime.

Section 3. This act shall become effective on the first

day of the third month following its passage and approval by
the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.



Mobile, AL

Section 1. Amendment of Chapter 39, Article I1V3:
Chapter 39, Article IV, of the Mobile City Code, 1991, is hereby amended to add a
new Sec. 39-102 to be stated as follows:(a) Definitions. The following words, terms
and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in
this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
"Bridge" means a structure, including the approaches thereto, erected in order to
afford passage over any obstruction in any public road, railroad, or other right-of-
way; or to afford passage under or over existing public roads, railroads, or other
rights-of-way. As used in this section the definition of "Bridge" shall include a
controlled access highway overpass as defined herein."” Camp"” or "Camping” means
the use of a street, sidewalk, other right-of-way, any area underneath a Bridge, any
city-owned park, and/or any Public property, as defined herein, within the City of
Mobile for living accommodation purposes such as sleeping activities, or making
preparations to sleep (including the laying down of bedding for the purpose of
sleeping), or storing personal belongings, or making a fire, or carrying on cooking
activities, or using a tent or other structure for habitation. These activities constitute
camping if, in light of all the circumstances, it reasonably appears that in conducting
one or more of these activities, the participant is in fact using the area as a living
accommodation, regardless of the intent of the participant or the nature of any other
activities in which s/he may also be engaging. "City" means the City of Mobile.
"Controlled access highway overpass” means a crossing of two controlled access
highways or of a controlled access highway and other public road, pedestrian path,
railroad or public right-of-way at different levels where clearance to traffic on the
lower level is obtained by elevating the higher level. "Interference (or "Interfere"
)with Ingress and Egress” means standing, sitting, lying down, using personal
property, or performing any other activity on public property and/or in a City-owned
park, where such activity: a) materially interferes with the ingress into and egress
from buildings, driveways, streets, alleys, or any other real property that has a limited
number of entrances/exits, regardless of whether the property is owned by the City ,a
private owner or another public entity; b) reasonably appears, in light of all of the
circumstances, to have the purpose of blocking ingress and egress; and ¢) occurs
without the express written permission of the owner of the property at issue. Where
written permission has been granted, the individuals interfering with ingress and
egress must have possession of the permission at the time of the activity in question.
“Park™ or “Parks™ means any City-owned park. “Public Property” means any street,
sidewalk, other right-of-way, and/or any City-owned real property within the City of
Mobile. “Storing (or “Store" ) Personal Property” means leaving one's personal
effects unattended on Public Property, in any area underneath a Bridge, and/or in a
Park, such as but not limited to clothing, bedrolls, cookware, sleeping bags, luggage,
knapsacks, or backpacks. This term does not include parking a bicycle or other mode
of transportation in an area clearly designate for such parking.(b) It shall be unlawful
for any person to Camp.(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to Store Personal
Property.(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to Interfere with Ingress and

3 https://www.al.com/news/2022/01/is-anti-camping-ordinance-aimed-at-mobiles-homeless-council-set-to-
debate.html#:~:text=0On%20T uesday%2C%?20the%20councilman%20released,t0%20six%20months%20in%20jail.
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Egress.(e) No person may be arrested or cited for violating this section until he or she
has received an oral or written warning from the Mobile Police Department or other
City enforcement officer to cease the conduct prohibited by this section and a
reasonable time for compliance has passed. If the violator fails to comply with the
warning issued, he or she may be arrested or cited for violation of this section.(f) The
prohibitions set forth in subsections (c) and (d) above shall not apply to City-
permitted or approved construction, excavation or other work in a public right-of-way
or on Public Property or in a Park.(g) The prohibitions set forth in this section shall
not apply to city, state, or county officials or employees acting in their official
capacity, performing the activities as part of their official city duties.(h) The
prohibitions set forth in this section shall not apply to city, state, or county contractors
or subcontractors where said activities are associated and performed in conjunction
with the scope of work set forth in the city contract.(i) It shall be unlawful for any
person to violate any of the provisions of this section. Any person or entity found
guilty of violating any provision of this section shall, upon conviction for such
violation, be punished by a fine in a minimum amount of one hundred

dollars ($100.00), not to exceed a maximum amount of five hundred dollars
($500.00),and, in addition thereto, such person, at the discretion of the court trying
the case, may be imprisoned for a period not exceeding six (6) months. Section 2.
Further Amendments to City Code.(a) Sec. 1-31, Mobile City Code, 1991, is hereby
amended to include and reference this Ordinance on the tables set forth therein under
the Sub-sections (1) Ordinances and (2)City Code.(b) Sec. 1-32, Mobile City Code,
1991, the Schedule of Fines, is hereby amended to include and reference this
Ordinance and the above stated minimum fine in the tables set forth therein under the
Sub-Sections (1) Ordinances and (2) City Code. Section 3. Miscellaneous.(a) All
other provisions and sections of the Mobile City Code, 1991, not amended herein
shall remain in full force and effect, and it is intended that this Ordinance be read in
pari materia with all other existing City Ordinances.(b) The provisions of this
Ordinance are severable. If any part of this Ordinance is declared invalid or
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, that declaration shall not affect
the part or parts that remain.(c) This Ordinance shall be effective within the City of
Mobile immediately upon its adoption and publication as required by law



Miami Beach, FL
Sec. 70-45. - Camping prohibited.4
(a)Definitions.(1)Camping means:
a. Sleeping in a temporary shelter out-of-doors or otherwise being in a temporary shelter out-of-
doors; or
b.Cooking over an open flame or fire out-of-doors or utilizing non-city designated cooking
facilities outdoor.
(2)Public place means any public street, sidewalk, alley, or other public right-of-way, pedestrian
mall, park, playground, beach, beach access or government-owned areas within the city.
(b)Prohibited activities. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in camping on any public
place within the city unless specifically authorized for that purpose by the city manager or his
designee.
(c)Evidence of camping. Prior to enforcing a violation of this section, an officer must consider
the following:
(1)Simply being asleep in a public place is not sufficient to constitute a violation of this section;
and
(2)Camping must be taking place in a public place;
(3)The person who is engaged in camping must be inside or covered with material which
provides a temporary cover from the elements, including but not limited to, a tent, sleeping bag,
hammock, or blankets, cots, beds, tarpaulins, newspapers, or cardboard; or, the person has built a
campfire.
(d)Enforcement and penalties. Any person who is observed engaged in camping in an
unauthorized area shall vacate the public place upon the request of an authorized official or law
enforcement officer. The willful refusal to vacate the area shall be punished in accordance with
section 1-14 of this Code. If a law enforcement officer or other authorized official encounters a
person engaged in camping who volunteers that he or she has no home or other permanent
shelter, he or she must be given an opportunity to enter a homeless shelter or similar facility, if
available. If no such facility is available, an arrest may not be made.
(Ord. No. 2002-3353, § 1, 3-20-02)

4
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Miame-Dade, FL
ARTICLE Il. - PUBLIC FEEDING Sec. 25-25. - Regulations for large group feedings. ®

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this section, shall
have the meanings ascribed to them except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

Director means the director of the city's department of human services including his/her
designee.

Large group feeding means an event intended to attract, attracting, or likely to attract 25 or more
people, including distributors and servers for the delivery or service of food in a public space.
Excluded from this definition are activities of city permitted, licensed, or contracted
concessionaires, lessees, or licensees.

Public space means any dedicated or undedicated public street, highway, sidewalk, park,
parkway, right-of-way, alley, public ways, or any other public places within the city, including
city-owned buildings or city-property. Public space shall also include the buildings of any
governmental agency within the city including federal, state, and county owned buildings.
Street or streets means the surface, the air space above the surface, and the area below the
surface of any public street, highway, road, boulevard, concourse, driveway, freeway,
thoroughfare, parkway, sidewalk, bridge, tunnel, park, waterway, dock, bulkhead, wharf, pier,
court, lane, path, alley, way, drive, circle, easement, or any other public right-of-way or public
place, including public utility easements dedicated for compatible uses, or any other property in
which the city holds any kind of property interest or over which the city exercises any type of
lawful control, and any temporary or permanent fixtures or improvements located thereon
including city-owned buildings or city-property.

(b) Except for activities of a governmental agency within the scope of its governmental authority
or unless specifically permitted to do so by a permit or approval issued pursuant to this section
by the city commission or the city manager, as applicable, it shall be unlawful to undertake large
group feedings in public spaces unless the person(s) serving the food:

(1) Obtains a large group feeding permit issued by the director. The director shall issue a large
group feeding permit based upon the following criteria:

a. The application must be submitted at least two business days prior to the planned large group
feeding event.

b. The application must contain the following information:

1. The name of the individual(s) or organization that will be serving or distributing food;

2. The date(s) when food is anticipated to be served or distributed,

3. The times of day when food service and distribution is anticipated to be served or distributed
on each date listed in the notice;

4. Identification of one of the permitted large group feeding locations designated by the city
manager, as specified herein, at which the applicant desires to serve or distribute food; and

5

https://library.municode.com/fl/miami/codes/code_of ordinances?nodeld=PTIITHCO_ CH25HURE_ARTIIPUFE_
S25-25RELAGRFE&wWALOR=cC1FD5F6D-0BD1-4D45-BB29-9FC8B562ABDS8
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5. The approximate or expected number of food preparers and servers on the site where the food
is anticipated to be served or distributed and the approximate or expected number of individuals
that will be served.

c. Large group feeding permits will be limited to one per day for any given designated feeding
location and permits will be issued on a first come, first served basis, based on the availability of
the desired designated feeding location.

d. Any individual or organization is permitted a maximum of one large group feeding permit per
week regardless of which designated feeding location is utilized. Individuals associated with an
organization must indicate such association on any application for a large group feeding permit
and this limitation will apply to the organization even if multiple individuals may desire to apply
for a permit on behalf of the organization.

e. Organizations who submit applications for a large group feeding permit through individuals
without those individuals disclosing their association with the organization will be subject to
being precluded from receiving large group feeding permits for a period of up to 12 months.

(2) The permit holder shall remove or cause the removal of substantially all trash or debris from
the feeding site that was generated by the service or distribution of food and deposit the trash or
debris in the provided public trash receptacle(s) or in a private trash receptacle if permission
from the receptacle owner was obtained.

The city will use its best efforts to provide support services at designated feeding locations for
any permitted large group feeding, including, but not limited to containers or receptacles for
disposal of waste; restroom facilities; handwashing stations; and the availability of city staff to
assist with outreach to the homeless.

(c) Designated feeding locations. The city manager shall identify at least five designated feeding
locations within the city at which large group feedings are permitted to take place that have the
following characteristics:

(1) Within easy walking distance to locations where large groups of homeless are known to
congregate;

(2) Paved;

(3) Adequate parking for those conducting the large group feedings; and

(4) Adequate lighting for the large group feeding activities.

The city manager is authorized to amend the designated feeding locations from time to time and
as needed, within the city manager's sole discretion, to best balance the needs of all parties
involved in large group feedings.

(d) Penalties. A violation of this section shall be enforced against the individual or organization
by the issuance of a civil code enforcement fine in the amount of $250.00 for a first occurrence
and a civil fine in the amount of $500.00 for each subsequent occurrence in accordance
with_chapter 2, article X of the City Code. Repeat violations in any one calendar year may also
subject the repeat violator to being precluded from receiving large group feeding permits for a
period of up to 12 months.

(Ord. No. 13907, § 2, 6-25-20)
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Ocala, Florida
City Code: Sec. 42-10.° - Trespass and unlawful lodging.

(a) Definitions.

(1) "Lodge" means to rest while awake or sleep on property described in subsection (b) of this
section when one is:

a. Inside, on, or near a tent or sleeping bag, or asleep atop or covered by materials (i.e., bedroll,
cardboard, newspapers) or inside some form of temporary shelter; and/or

b. Near a campfire he or she has built; and/or
c. When awakened relates that he or she is otherwise homeless.

(2) "Person without authority" means one who has not received authorization, license, or
invitation by any owner or lessee, or his or her agent.

(b) Prohibitions.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person without authority to trespass upon, enter, or remain in any
church building or other public building, swimming pool, or enclosure surrounding any
swimming pool, public building or athletic field in the city, except during the hours and at such
times when such premises or building may be lawfully open for use by the public.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person at any time to lodge in the open on private property, in
vacant lots, in or under any bridge or structure, in any railroad car, without owning the same or
without permission of the owner or person entitled to possession of same.

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person at any time to lodge in the open on public property, to
include, but not limited to, government buildings, parks, sidewalks, public benches or
government owned right-of-way.

(c) Evidence. Merely sleeping in a place listed in subsection (b) of this section shall not be
enough for a citation or arrest under this section. There must be one or more indicia of lodging,
including but not limited to those listed in subsection (a)(1).

6
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Georgia
SB535 Reducing Street Homelessness Act of 20227

ABILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

1 To amend Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government,
2 so as to provide for targeted state funding for projects such as safe parking areas, structured
3 camping facilities, and individual unit shelters; to provide for allocation of state funding

4 under certain conditions; to provide for grant-allocation contracts and state grants; to provide
5 for the designation of structured camping facilities on state property; to provide for a

6 prohibition on use of undesignated state property for camping; to provide for definitions; to
7 provide for applicability; to provide for violations and penalty; to provide for immunity; to
8 provide for related matters; to provide for a short title; to provide for an effective date; to

9 repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

11 SECTION 1.

12 This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Reducing Street Homelessness Act of
13 2022."

14 SECTION 2.

15 Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government, is amended
16 in Article 1 of Chapter 8, relating to general provisions relative to the Department of

17 Community Affairs, by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

18 "50-8-109.

19 (a) As used in this Code section, the term:

20 (1) 'Continuums of care' or 'CoCs' means the local homeless services organizations used
21 to direct state funds as further defined in 24 C.F.R. Section 578.3; provided, however,

22 that such term shall not include public housing authorities.

23 (2) 'Nonprofit' means a nonprofit organization exempt from taxation under Section

24 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

25 (3) 'State funds' means funds allocated to the department by the Homelessness Assistance
26 and Supportive Services Program pursuant to Section 3205 of the American Rescue Plan
27 Act of 2021, or any such subsequent funds that may be specifically appropriated for

28 purposes of this Code section.

29 (4) 'Structured camping facilities' means state property designated by the State Properties
30 Commission pursuant to Code Section 50-16-192 or other property designated by the

31 department for use by homeless individuals for camping or sleeping.

32 (b) Unless otherwise prohibited by applicable federal requirements, state funds allocated
33 to municipalities, continuums of care, or nonprofits shall be directed to the following:

34 (1) Parking areas, where each area shall provide:

35 (A) Access to basic utilities sufficient to serve all of the parking areas;

36 (B) Basic utilities, including water and electricity outlets; and

37 (C) Access to bathrooms sufficient to serve all of the parking areas;

7 https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20212022/207090
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38 (2) Structured camping facilities, where individuals experiencing homelessness may
39 camp and store personal property at areas identified to the individual by the department
40 or an operator designated by the department;

41 (3) Individual shelters, which shall:

42 (A) Be suitable to house between one and three individuals;

43 (B) Provide basic sleeping accommodations and access to electricity;

44 (C) Provide adequate access to showers and bathroom facilities; and

45 (D) Be limited to occupation by each individual for a period of six months; and

46 (4) Performance-based funding contracts, which shall allow:

47 (A) Each CoC to survey homeless individuals living within the area in which the CoC
48 operates, including such individuals in local hospitals, jails, and homeless shelters. The
49 survey should be conducted as far as possible in tandem with the annual point-in-time
50 count of homeless individuals, and the information shall be included in the Homeless
51 Management Information System. All law enforcement agencies shall be required to
52 cooperate with such survey. The survey shall account for the following factors among
53 homeless individuals:

54 (i) Days unhoused or in shelters in the year preceding the survey date;

55 (ii) Days spent in any state or federal correctional facility in the year preceding the

56 survey date; and

57 (iii) Days hospitalized in the year preceding the survey date;

58 (B) Each CoC to identify individuals with the greatest number of combined total days
59 as determined pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, and then the Department
60 shall award all state funds to nonprofits willing and competent to assist such

61 individuals. In so far as practicable, the state shall randomly select individuals from the
62 group with the greatest number of combined total days as determined pursuant to

63 subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, and award grants to nonprofits that reduce the

64 combined days of those individuals relative to the nonselected group, with bonuses of
65 up to 20 percent of the grant to be spent on other homeless services as approved by the
66 department, with the days to be weighted as the department sees fit;

67 (C) Each nonprofit selected for funding pursuant to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph
68 shall be eligible to receive a three-year grant;

69 (D) In lieu of the grant authorized pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, each
70 CoC may recommend for a grant other nonprofits that monitor and reduce the combined
71 days of homeless individuals using at least two of the three factors contained in

72 subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, with bonuses determined as in subparagraph (B)
73 of this paragraph. Such contracts shall be approved at the discretion of the department;
74 and

75 (E) CoCs may use state grants for conducting surveys pursuant to this paragraph, but
76 such expenses shall not exceed 10 percent of the total grant amount to nonprofits or

77 other groups in the CoC.

78 (e)(1) No state funds shall be allocated to any municipality, CoC, or nonprofit for the
79 construction of any short-term housing that costs more than $35,000.00 per bed to

80 construct, excluding the price of land.
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81 (2) No state funds shall be allocated to any municipality, CoC, or nonprofit in

82 municipalities that show an increase in unsheltered homeless of 50 individuals or more
83 for two consecutive years, or that refuses to enforce laws prohibiting unauthorized

84 camping and sleeping in public.

85 (f)(1) If a municipality has a higher per-capita level of unsheltered homelessness than the
86 state average, then such municipality may dedicate up to 25 percent of its Edward Byrne
87 Memorial Justice Assistance Grant funds and up to 25 percent of all grants it receives
88 pursuant to the Community Programs Unit of the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
89 to the creation of homeless outreach teams. Such homeless outreach teams shall:

90 (A) Be composed of police officers and social service and mental health professionals;
91 (B) Work to move individuals camping and sleeping in public or private places not fit
92 for human habitation into homeless services; and

93 (C) Enforce all state laws prohibiting unauthorized camping and sleeping in public,

94 except in structured camping facilities, and implement policies to move homeless

95 individuals through drug or mental health courts whenever possible.

96 (2) The continuation of state grants to homeless outreach teams shall be contingent on
97 the certification that the municipality meets the conditions as set forth in paragraph (1)
98 of this subsection.

99 (3) On and after July 1, 2023, any municipality with a per-capita level of homelessness
100 higher than the state average that refuses to enforce laws prohibiting unauthorized

101 camping or sleeping in public, except in structured camping facilities, shall receive no
102 further grants of any kind from the department or any state grants for public safety, and
103 no nonprofit located within such municipality shall receive any such grants from the
104 department or tax credits allocated by the department, until the per-capita level of

105 unsheltered homelessness is at or below the state average or the municipality enforces
106 such laws prohibiting unauthorized camping and sleeping in public; provided, however,
107 that this paragraph shall not apply to grants from the department or state grants for public
108 safety that are clearly restricted by federal law, regulation, or court order.

109 (4) This subsection shall not apply to any county and shall not be construed to restrict
110 any actions or impose any obligations on funding for any county law enforcement

111 agency."

112 SECTION 3.

113 Said title is further amended in Chapter 16, relating to public property, by adding a new
114 article to read as follows:

115 "ARTICLE 8

116 50-16-190.

117 As used in this article, the term:

118 (1) 'Camping' means temporary habitation outdoors as evidenced by one or more of the
119 following actions: the erection or use of tents or other shelters; the laying down of

120 sleeping bags, blankets, or other materials used for bedding; the placing or storing of
121 personal belongings; the making of a fire; or the act of cooking.

122 (2) ‘Commission’ means the State Properties Commission.

123 (3) 'Department’ means the Department of Community Affairs.
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124 (4) 'State property' means any building, land, or other real property owned, leased, or

125 occupied by any department, commission, board, or other entity of the state; provided,
126 however, that such term shall not include any portion of road or right-of-way on the state
127 highway system.

128 (5) 'Structured camping facilities' means state property designated by the commission
129 pursuant to Code Section 50-16-192 for use by homeless individuals for camping or

130 sleeping.

131 50-16-191.

132 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly use any portion of state property for
133 camping or setting up long-term homeless shelters except in structured camping facilities.
134 (b) Nothing in this Code section shall prohibit the normal, customary, and temporary use
135 of recreational camping areas, safety rest areas, welcome centers, tourist centers, and other
136 property of the state specifically designated for purposes of resting, sleeping, eating, or
137 other similar activities for recreational purposes or by persons traveling by vehicle.

138 (c) This Code section shall not apply to state or local government officials or employees
139 acting in their official capacity and while performing activities as part of their official
140 duties and shall not apply to any employee of a contractor or subcontractor performing
141 duties under a contract with the state.

142 (d) Any person convicted of violating this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor;
143 provided, however, that upon the first violation, the person shall be given a citation and a
144 referral to treatment services.

145 50-16-192.

146 (a) The commission, in coordination with the department, shall designate areas of state
147 property for the creation of structured camping facilities to house homeless individuals,
148 including such individuals removed from state property. Such designated areas shall be
149 managed by the department or an operator designated by the department.

150 (b) Structured camping facilities shall not be subject to otherwise applicable building

151 codes or ordinances.

152 (c) Individuals experiencing homelessness may camp and store personal property at

153 structured camping facilities designated by the department pursuant to subsection (a) of this
154 Code section subject to the following:

155 (1) Individuals may camp and store personal property only in the specific structured

156 camping facilities identified to the individual by the department or an operator designated
157 by the department;

158 (2) Individuals shall be required to complete mental health and drug treatment

159 evaluations as designated by the department; and

160 (3) Failure to comply with the department or its operator's requirements may result in the
161 individual's immediate removal from a structured camping facility.

162 (d) A person that operates, manages, or otherwise controls a structured camping facility
163 shall be immune from liability for all civil claims, except for claims relating to such

164 person's intentional or grossly negligent conduct arising out of the operation, management,
165 or control of such facility."

166 SECTION 4.

15



167 This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2023.
168 SECTION 5.
169 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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Georgia
SB 62:2 SECTION 1.

12 Chapter 60 of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to general

13 provisions applicable to counties and municipal corporations, is amended by adding a new
14 Code section to read as follows:

15 "36-60-30.

16 (a) A county or municipal corporation shall not adopt or enforce any policy under which
17 the county or municipal corporation prohibits or discourages the enforcement of any order
18 or ordinance prohibiting unauthorized public camping, sleeping, or obstruction of

19 sidewalks.

20 (b) A county or municipal corporation shall not prohibit or discourage a peace officer or
21 prosecuting attorney who is employed by or otherwise under the direction or control of

22 such county or municipal corporation from enforcing any order or ordinance prohibiting
23 unauthorized public camping, sleeping, or obstruction of sidewalks.

24 (c) The provisions of this Code section shall not be construed to prohibit a county or

25 municipal corporation from adopting a policy that encourages diversion programs or that
26 offers the provision of services in lieu of citation or arrest.

27 (d)(1) The Attorney General shall be authorized to bring a civil action in any court of

28 competent jurisdiction against any county or municipal corporation to enjoin a violation

29 of this Code section.

30 (2) The Attorney General may recover reasonable expenses incurred in any civil action

31 brought pursuant to this Code section, including court costs, reasonable attorney's fees,

32 investigative costs, witness fees, and deposition costs."

33 SECTION 2.

34 Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government, is amended
35 in Article 1 of Chapter 6, relating to general provisions relative to the Department of Audits
36 and Accounts, by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

37 "50-6-10.

38 The state auditor shall conduct a performance audit of spending on homeless programs in
39 this state, including expenditures by the state, expenditures by municipalities and counties
40 with substantial homeless populations, and the expenditure of federal funds allocated to the
41 state for homeless programs. The audit shall examine the awarding of contracts and grants
42 relating to homeless services and supports, the metrics used to determine success of the

43 expenditures, and whether the metrics are met by the contractors and grantees. The audit
44 shall be provided to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the House of

45 Representatives no later than December 31, 2023."

46 SECTION 3.

47 Said title is further amended in Article 1 of Chapter 8, relating to general provisions relative
48 to the Department of Community Affairs, by adding new Code sections to read as follows:
49 "50-8-19.

50 On and after July 1, 2023, any funds received or held by the department from the

8 https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20232024/213180
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51 Homelessness Assistance and Supportive Services Program pursuant to Section 3205 of
52 the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 that are not already obligated and not explicitly

53 restricted from such a use by federal law or regulation, shall be used for the development,
54 purchase, or rehabilitation of and supportive services in transitional housing for homeless
55 individuals, which shall be focused on the needs of people in recovery from substance use
56 disorders, and which insofar as is possible shall adhere to the principles of recovery

57 housing as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.
58 50-8-20.

59 (a) As used in this Code section, the term 'sanctioned camping area' means state property
60 designated by the State Properties Commission or other property designated by the

61 department for use by homeless individuals for camping or sleeping.

62 (b) The department shall be authorized to provide funding and other support for sanctioned
63 camping areas.

64 (c) Sanctioned camping areas may include areas designated for camping and for storing

65 personal property, as well as small shelters for no more than two individuals provided by
66 the agency or organization operating the camping facilities.

67 (d) Individuals may only camp and store personal property at such sanctioned camping

68 areas in the areas designated to each individual by the agency or organization providing the
69 camping facilities.

70 (e) Sanctioned camping areas may offer mental health and substance use evaluations

71 designated by the department or a local support agency to individuals in sanctioned

72 camping areas.

73 (f) An owner, operator, or employee of a private camping facility designated as a

74 sanctioned camping area pursuant to this Code section shall be immune from liability for
75 all civil claims, excluding claims involving such owner, operator, or employee's intentional
76 or grossly negligent conduct, arising out of the ownership, operation, management, or other
77 control of such facility.

78 (g) This Code section shall not be construed to prevent counties or municipal corporations
79 from providing local funding for sanctioned camping areas."

80 SECTION 4.

81 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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Baton, Rouge, LA
Sec. 13:107. - Camping in a public area prohibited.®
(a) As used in this section, the term:
Camp means the use of a public area for living accommodation purposes for an
extended period of time including:
(1) Storing personal belongings;
(2) Making a camp fire;
(3) Using a tent or shelter or other structure for a living accommodation;
(4) Carrying on cooking activities; or
(5) Digging or earth breaking activities.
Public area means any and all streets, the area under a highway overpass,
sidewalks, boulevards, alleys or other public ways and any and all public parks,
squares, spaces, grounds and buildings.
(b) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to camp in a public area that is not designated as
a camping area by the city-parish.
(c) Unless a police officer determines that there is an imminent health or safety threat, a
police officer shall, before citing a person for a violation of this section, make a
reasonable effort to:
(1) Advise the person of a lawful alternative place to camp;
(2) Confirm available shelter or housing and advise the person of said
availability; and
(3) Contact, if reasonable and appropriate, a city designee who has the authority
to offer to transport the person or provide the person with services.
(d) This section does not apply to a person who is:
(1) Permitted to camp or cook in a city-parish park or is otherwise in compliance
with park regulations;
(2) In the right-of-way because of a medical emergency;
(3) Operating or patronizing a commercial establishment that conducts business
on the sidewalk in compliance with city-parish regulations;
(4) Participating in or viewing a parade, festival, performance, rally,
demonstration, or similar event;
(5) Sitting on a chair or bench that is supplied by a public agency or by the
abutting private property owner;
(6) Sitting within a bus stop zone while waiting for public or private
transportation; or
(7) Waiting in a line for goods, services, or a public event.
(e) Whoever is found guilty of violating the provisions of this section shall be fined not
more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) or sentenced to sixty (60) hours of community
service as approved by the court. Second and subsequent offenses in violation of this
ordinance, the person may be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00)
and/or sentenced to sixty (60) hours of community service. Referral to any available
social services may be ordered, at the court's discretion.

9 https://hdlegisuite.brla.gov/attachments/2022/legislation D136F186.pdf ;
https://library.municode.com/la/baton_rouge, east baton _rouge parish/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=TIT13C
RLA S13 107CAPUARPR
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Mississippi

SENATE BILL NO. 2145 AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTION 17-25-37, MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF°

11972, TO PROHIBIT ANY LOCAL ORDINANCE THAT WOULD LEGALIZE CAMPING
2 ON STREETS, ROADS AND SIDEWALKS OR ANY OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY; TO
3 AMEND SECTIONS 97-35-23 AND 97-35-25, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
4 CLARIFY THE PROHIBITION ON CAMPING ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS; AND FOR
5 RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
7 SECTION 1. The following shall be codified as Section

8 17-25-37, Mississippi Code of 1972:

9 17-25-37. (1) Neither the board of supervisors of any

10 county nor the governing authority of any municipality shall

11 adopt, enact or enforce any ordinance authorizing camping on

12 streets, roads, sidewalks or any other public property.

13 (2) For the purposes of this section, the term "public

14 property" does not mean any government-owned or operated state,

15 local or federal campground, recreational campground or other such

16 facility where camping is an authorized activity.

17 SECTION 2. Section 97-35-23, Mississippi Code of 1972, is

18 amended as follows:

20 97-35-23. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person or

persons to intentionally obstruct, or interfere with the normal or

21 ordinary free use and passage of vehicles of or on, any public

22 street or highway provided for use by vehicular traffic, or for

23 any person or persons to intentionally obstruct, or interfere with

24 the normal or ordinary free use and passage of pedestrians of or

25 on any public sidewalk provided for foot travel by pedestrians,

26 including camping on a public sidewalk, and any person or persons

27 who do so * * * shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon

28 conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than

29 Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00), or by imprisonment in the county

30 jail for not more than four (4) months, or by both such fine and

31 imprisonment.

32 (2) The provisions of this section are supplementary to the

33 provisions of any other statute of this state.

34 SECTION 3. Section 97-35-25, Mississippi Code of 1972, is

35 amended as follows:

10 http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2023/pdf/SB/2100-2199/SB2145IN.pdf
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36 97-35-25. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person or

37 persons to * * * willfully obstruct the free, convenient and

38 normal use of any public sidewalk, street, highway, alley,

39 road * * * or other passageway by camping on the sidewalk or
40 impeding, hindering, stifling, retarding or restraining traffic or
41 passage thereon, and any person or persons violating the

42 provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and
43 upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more
45 county jail not exceeding six (6) months, or by both such fine and
46 imprisonment.

47 (2) The provisions of this section are supplementary to the

48 provisions of any other statute of this state.

49 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

50 and after July 1, 2023.

Jackson, MS
Sec. 94-1. - Solicitation of funds for fictitious institution.-*:
No person shall solicit funds for a charitable or benevolent institution where such charity or such
benevolent institution is fictitious.

Gulfport, MS

Sec. 7-3 Begging, It shall be unlawful for any person known as a beggar or mendicant to solicit
alms or aid, either directly or indirectly, upon any of the streets or sidewalks within the city. 1?

Southhaven, MS
MS Sec. 8-139 (Repealed)!* RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI REPEALING THE SOUTHAVEN CODE OF
ORDINANCES TITLE VIII, CHAPTER 6, SECTIONS 8-136 — 8-140
WHEREAS, Mississippi Code Section 21-37-3 provides the City of Southaven (“City”)
shall have the power to exercise full jurisdiction in the matter of streets, and
WHEREAS, Mississippi Code Section 21-17-5 provides the City shall have the power to
alter, modify and repeal orders, resolutions or ordinances with respect to such municipal affairs,
property and finances which are not inconsistent with the Mississippi Constitution of 1890, the

1 https://library.municode.com/ms/jackson/codes/code_of ordinances?nodeld=COOR_CH94PESO
12

https://library.municode.com/ms/gulfport/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=PTIICOOR _CH7OFMIPR_ARTIING
E _S7-3BE
13

https://library.municode.com/ms/southaven/codes/code _of ordinances?nodeld=CO_TITVIILIMIBURE CH6SOS
-
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Mississippi Code of 1972; and

WHEREAS, in order to control traffic and protect the health, safety, welfare, comfort

and convenience of the City’s citizens, the City desires to prohibit activity in the City streets and
public rights-of-way which obstructs, interferes, or impedes traffic, or creates a danger to
pedestrians; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to rely on certain provisions of the Mississippi Code

Annotated of 1972, including but not limited to, Miss. Code Section 97-35-25; Miss. Code
Section 97-35-23; and Miss. Code Section 63-3-1105 for the purpose of prohibiting activity in
the City streets and public rights-of-way, which obstructs, interferes, or impedes traffic, or
creates a danger to pedestrians; and

WHEREAS, the prohibition of activity in the City streets and public rights-of-way,

which obstructs, interferes, or impedes traffic, or creates a danger to pedestrians, shall be applied
in a content neutral manner, so that such restriction applies to all activities; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF

ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI, THAT BY RESOLUTION OF
THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SOUTHAVEN,
MISSISSIPPI TO REPEAL THE CITY OF SOUTHAVEN CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE
VI, CHAPTER 6, SECTIONS 8-136 — 8-140 AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 6 — Interference in Streets

1. City Code of Ordinance Title VIII, Chapter 6, Section 8-136 shall be repealed.

City Code of Ordinance Title VIII, Chapter 6, Section 8-137 shall be repealed.

3. City Code of Ordinance Title VIII, Chapter 6, Section 8-138 shall be repealed.

4. City Code of Ordinance Title VI1II, Chapter 6, Section 8-139 shall be repealed.

5. City Code of Ordinance Title VIII, Chapter 6, Section 8-140 shall be repealed.

Biloxi, MS
Sec. 13-1-17. - Same—L icense required to peddle or solicit business; issuance of license. 2
(a) Any and all peddlers or solicitors shall apply for and be in receipt of a license before
engaging in any activity in the city.
(b) Application for a license shall be made in writing to the office of the community
development department.
(c) The community development director shall have ten working days from the date of the
application to approve or deny the issuance of a license. There shall automatically be a ten-day
waiting period before applicants will be allowed to peddle or solicit within the city, in order that
the department of public safety may conduct an investigation into the character and background
of the applicant. The community development director shall furnish a copy of the license to the
director of the city police department.
(d) No license shall be issued to any person or any employee or agent thereof who has been
convicted of a previous violation of sections 13-1-16 through 13-1-20, or who has had his or her

14 https://library.municode.
com/ms/biloxi/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=COOR_CH130FMIPR ARTIINGE S13-1-16PAPESOEFEX
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penal bond, as provided for in subsection 13-1-18(c) forfeited either voluntarily or through
appropriate legal proceedings.

(e) No solicitation will be allowed by conducting "highway holdup™ activities within the city,
except when an applicant has applied for an exception to this provision, to be granted by the city
council only after a hearing in which the applicant shows that a general public interest would be
served by such solicitation. For purposes of this section, a "highway holdup™ activity is defined
as solicitation conducted for any purpose along any street, avenue, boulevard, road, alley, lane,
viaduct or other public thoroughfare in the city.

(F) Only those persons who are citizens of the state or who are agents of foreign corporations
domiciled in the state, or who are agents of foreign corporations qualified to do business in the
state shall be allowed to peddle or solicit in residential areas.

(9) In order to protect the local citizenry against crime and preserve the private property, peace
and comfort of the citizens from those persons who are not known or who are not easily
identifiable or traceable, the community development director may deny the issuance of a license
upon the determination that the activity would endanger the public health, welfare and safety.
(Code 1959, § 12-25.1; Ord. No. 2349, § 2, 11-7-17; Ord. No. 2396 , § 2, 7-23-19)

Tupelo, MS
Sec. 15-86. - Permit—Required. 1°

It shall be unlawful for any person or group of persons to undertake solicitation of funds for
charitable, religious or other similar causes within the city without complying with the provisions
of this article and obtaining a permit.

Sec. 15-153. - License—Required.

In advance of any peddling, solicitations, or otherwise conducting business, transient vendor
shall apply for and obtain the necessary license as provided herein from the tax department of the
city. Prior to the issuance of such license to so solicit, peddle, or otherwise conduct business, the
applicant therefor shall produce or offer other evidence of prior compliance with all laws of the
state, and the United States of America, including, but not limited to, sanitary and health
regulations, inspections, permits, applicable fees, and privilege licenses and shall certify to the
city that, in the business of a transient vendor he will comply with such laws and regulations and
that in his business he will not commit any fraud, sell any goods, wares or merchandise by any
false or other weights or measures, or sell any such articles as being composed or manufactured
in whole or in part of materials or ingredients other than those of which articles are actually
composed or manufactured.

15
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Horn Lake, MS
Sec. 32-7. - Behavior and regulations. 1

(d)Vending, peddling, and advertising. No person:

(1) In a park or on city property shall expose or offer for sale any article or thing, nor shall he/she
station or place any stand, cart, or vehicle for the transportation, sale or display of any such
article or thing. Exception is herein made as to any regularly licensed concessionaire or others,
acting by and under authority and regulation of the director.

(2) Shall paste, glue, tack, or otherwise post any sign, placard, advertisement, or inscription
whatsoever in a park or on city property, nor shall any person erect or cause to be erected any
sign whatever on any public lands or highways or roadways adjacent to a park, except when
prior authorization in writing is given by the director on park properties or by the mayor and
board of aldermen for all other city property.

(3) In a park shall announce, advertise, or call the public attention in any way to any article, or
service for sale or hire, except when prior authorization, is given in writing, by the director.

(e)Fires and grills in park areas. No unauthorized person in a park or on city property shall build
or attempt to build a fire, start a grill (gas or charcoal) except in such areas and under such
regulations as may be authorized by the director on park properties. No person shall drop, throw,
or otherwise scatter lighted matches, burning cigarettes or cigars, tobacco paper, charcoal
briquette ashes, or other inflammable material, within any park or on city property.

*k*x

(h)Other prohibited acts.

(1) Games of chance. No person in a park or on city property shall gamble or participate in or
abet any game of chance, except for raffles with written permission from the director.

(2) Going onto ice. No person in a park or on city property shall go onto the ice on any of the
waters.

(3) Loitering and boisterousness. No person in a park or other city property shall engage in loud,
boisterous, threatening, abusive, insulting, or indecent language, or engage in any disorderly
conduct or behavior tending to threaten a breach of the public peace.

(4) Entering waters. No person in a park or on city property shall, unless specifically authorized
by the director to do so as part of maintenance or construction function, enter the waters of any
fountain, pond, lake, stream or other body of water (whether natural or artificial, temporary or
permanent), except for designated swimming or wading pools and must be in accordance with
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the specific operating regulations thereof relating to the hours of operation, the conduct, dress,
etc., of that facility.

(5) Enticing another to commit offense. No person shall knowingly entice or induce another
person to violate any of the provisions of this article.

(6) Disobey signs or notices. No person shall disobey any sign giving notice of any rule or
regulation or any specified safety equipment to be worn during any specific activity in any park.

Clinton, MS

Sec. 62-6. - Solicitations from streets. '

(&) No person shall stand in a street or any portion thereof for the purpose of soliciting a ride,
employment, business or contributions of any kind for any purpose from the occupant of
any vehicle.(b)Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable as provided in section 1-13.

17
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Columbus, MS
Sec. 22-37. - Permission of mayor and chief of police. 18

A person or persons desiring to undertake solicitation of funds shall contact the office of the
chief of police and the mayor's office and shall establish his or her identity and his or her
authority to act for the cause which the individual purports to represent. When the office of the
chief of police and the mayor's office are satisfied as to the identity of the party or parties and are
satisfied that he, she or they have proper authority to represent the cause claimed and to solicit
funds therefor and that such cause is valid and not fraudulent, permission shall be given to make
such solicitation subject to the provisions of this article.

Sec. 22-38. - Restrictions on hours, number of campaigns during year, number of solicitors,
number of calls; exceptions.

(a)Solicitation for funds shall be made between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.(b)Not
more than one solicitation campaign shall be made within the city for a specific cause during any
12-month period.(c)Solicitations may not be made enmasse or by large groups. No more than
two solicitors shall visit a home or place of business and not more than two solicitors may make
solicitations on the sidewalks or in the pedestrian portions of a mall or shopping center, and such
solicitations must be made in such a way that they do not impede the proper movement of
pedestrian traffic on the sidewalks or in the malls or shopping centers of the city.(d)The chief of
police and the mayor are authorized to waive the provisions with reference to solicitations on the
sidewalks and in the pedestrian areas of the malls and shopping centers in connection with the
solicitations conducted during holiday seasons provided with such waiver the peace, good order
and comfort of the city may still be properly safeguarded.(e)Persons engaged in solicitation
efforts shall not make repeated calls on the same businesses or homes and shall not make
solicitations in malls or shopping centers or on sidewalks for more than two days during a
solicitation campaign.

Sec. 22-39. - Violation; penalty.

The violation of the terms of this article shall constitute a misdemeanor, punishable as such.

18 https://library.municode.com/ms/columbus/codes/code_of ordinances?nodeld=COOR_CH22PESOTRPU
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Pascagoula, MS
Sec. 54-91. - Begging. °

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

Accosting means approaching or speaking to someone in such a manner as would cause a
reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the commission of a criminal act upon his
person, or upon property in his immediate possession.

Ask, request, beg or solicit means and includes, without limitation, the spoken, written or printed
word or such other acts as are conducted in furtherance of the purpose of obtaining alms.

Forcing oneself upon the company of another means continuing to request, beg or solicit alms
from a person after that person has made a negative response, blocking the passage of the
individual addressed or otherwise engaging in conduct which could reasonably be construed as
intended to compel or force a person to accede to demands.

(b) Prohibited acts. It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit money or other things of value:

(1) On private property if the owner, tenant, or lawful occupant has asked the person not to
solicit on the property, or has posted a sign clearly indicating that solicitations are not welcome
on the property;

(2) Within 15 feet of the entrance to or exit from any public toilet facility;

(3) Within 15 feet of an automatic teller machine, provided that when an automated teller
machine is located within an automated teller machine facility, such distance shall be measured
from the entrance or exit of the automated teller machine facility;

(4) Within 15 feet of any pay telephone, provided that when a pay telephone is located within a
telephone booth or other facility, such distance shall be measured from the entrance or exit of the
telephone booth or facility;

(5) In any public transportation vehicle, or in any bus or subway station, or within 15 feet of any
bus stop;

(6) From any operator of a motor vehicle that is in traffic on a public street; provided, however,
that this subsection shall not apply to services rendered in connection with emergency repairs
requested by the owner or passengers of such vehicle;

19
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(7) From any person who is waiting in line for entry to any building, public or private, including,
but not limited to, any residence, business, or athletic facility;

(8) Within 15 feet of the entrance or exit from a building, public or private, including, but not
limited to, any residence, business, or athletic facility;

(9) By accosting another; or

(10) By forcing oneself upon the company of another.
Sec. 54-92. - [Public indecency.]

(a)

For purposes of this section, the term "public indecency” shall mean any one of the following
acts willfully performed by any person in a place where a person should reasonably expect to be
in view of the public:

(1) An act or simulated act of sexual intercourse or masturbation;

(2) Exposure of one's genitalia;

(3) Lewdly appearing in a state of partial or complete nudity;

(4) Lewdly caressing or indecently fondling one's body or the body of another person;

(5) Lewdly caressing or indecently fondling the sexual organs of any person including one's self;
or

(6) Urinating or defecating.
(b) Public indecency is hereby prohibited.

Brandon, MS
Sec. 54-76. - Distributing or receiving items within public roadway prohibited. 2°

No person shall stand in or enter upon the boundary of a public roadway for the purposes of
distributing items to the occupant or occupants of any vehicle stopped on a public roadway in
obedience to a traffic control signal or receiving items from those occupants. "Items™ include all
tangible objects and things.

Oxford, MS
Sec. 82-3. - Privilege taxes, permit, bond required. %

20 https://library.municode.com/ms/brandon/codes/code_of ordinances?nodeld=COOR_CH54PESO
2L https://library.municode.com/ms/oxford/codes/code_of ordinances?nodeld=COOR_CH82PE_S82-
3PRTAPEBORE
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Peddlers shall pay all privilege taxes required by state law obtain a permit in the manner
hereinafter provided and furnish a good and sufficient penal bond in the amount of $2,000.00,
conditioned that if said peddlers shall comply with the provisions of this chapter and other
chapters relating to them, said obligation shall be void, otherwise to remain in full force and
effect.

Gautier, MS
ARTICLE V. - SOLICITORS, PEDDLERS, HAWKERS, ITINERANT MERCHANTS AND
TRANSIENT VENDORS?#

Sec. 12-51. - Application for license.

That all solicitors, peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient vendors, of merchandise
or services, desiring to operate within the City of Gautier by going door to door in residential
zoned districts and construction job site to job site, shall first make application for license with
the city clerk's office. A copy of the application shall be sent to the police chief who shall cause
the application to be investigated. The police chief shall within seven (7) working days return the
application to the city clerk's office with a recommendation for approval or disapproval together
with a statement of the reason for said recommendation. Upon approval of the application the
city clerk's office shall execute a license for, and deliver to the applicant his license upon
payment of all prescribed privilege license fees.

Sec. 12-52. - License fee; license term; license to be carried at all times.

Each applicant shall submit a license fee of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). The applicant
shall also execute a cash bond or a surety bond issued by a corporate surety authorized to do
business in Mississippi, in an amount of two-thousand dollars (2,000.00) for the merchandise or
service to be offered for sale by the applicant.

That all licenses issued under this article shall be valid for a period of one (1) year from the date
of issuance and shall be nontransferable. Privilege licenses issued under this article shall be
carried upon the person of the vendor at all times and shall be presented upon request for
inspection.

Sec. 12-53. - Violation and penalty.

(a)That the practice of going in and upon private residences in the City of Gautier, Mississippi,
by solicitors, peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient vendors of merchandise, not
having been properly licensed in accordance with this article, is declared to be a misdemeanor
and shall be punishable as such.(b)That any person violating the provisions of this article shall
upon conviction thereof be fined not in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00), or imprisoned
no more than thirty (30) days, or both fined not in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) and
imprisoned not in excess of thirty (30) days in the discretion of the court.

Sec. 12-54. - Exemptions.

22 https://library.municode.com/ms/gautier/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=CO CH12LIBURE
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The following activities are exempted form the licensing provisions of this article.

(1)Civic and non-profit organizations provide said organizations first show evidence of such
civic nature and obtain a temporary permit from the city clerk’s office.(2)Sales of goods, wares,
services or merchandise by sample, catalogue or brochure for future delivery.

Clarksdale, MS
Sec. 14-7. - Begging, soliciting; exception; penalty. 23

(a) Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit alms for himself within the city. This
section shall also apply to the vending and sale of shoe strings, pencils and other merchandise
commonly sold by beggars.

(b) Soliciting for out-of-state benevolent organizations. It shall be unlawful to solicit on the
streets, sidewalks, alleys and ways, or from house to house in the city, for philanthropic or
benevolent purposes for institutions located outside of the State of Mississippi.

(c) Local organizations. It shall be lawful only for local organizations and charities to solicit
funds for their several organizations. However, if any person shall make application to any local
organization for permission to seek alms and the said charitable organization, after a thorough
investigation reports and recommends to the board of mayor and commissioners the issuance of a
permit, then the mayor may in his discretion grant a permit to such person to solicit alms or have
someone solicit alms for him, or may permit him to sell articles on the street.

23

https://library.municode.com/ms/clarksdale/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=PTIICOOR CH140FMIPR ARTII
NGE_S14-7BESOEXPE

30


https://library.municode.com/ms/clarksdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14OFMIPR_ARTIINGE_S14-7BESOEXPE
https://library.municode.com/ms/clarksdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14OFMIPR_ARTIINGE_S14-7BESOEXPE

Tennessee
2021 Tennessee Code, Title 39 - Criminal Offenses, Chapter 14 - Offenses Against Property
Part 4 - Burglary and Related Offenses?
§ 39-14-414. Equal Access to Public Property Act of 2012 — Protection of State Property
Universal Citation: TN Code § 39-14-414 (2021)

a. This section shall be known and may be cited as the “Equal Access to Public Property
Act 0of 2012.”

b. Asused in this section, “camping” means:

1. Any of the following at any time between ten o'clock p.m. (10:00 p.m.) and seven
o'clock a.m. (7:00 a.m.):

A. Erecting, placing, maintaining, leaving, allowing to remain, or using a
piece of furniture, tent, raised tarp, or other temporary shelter, structure, or
furniture;

B. Placing or storing personal belongings for future use, including storing
food for consumption; or

C. Carrying on cooking activities, whether by fire or use of artificial means,
such as a propane stove or other heat-producing portable cooking
equipment;

2. Sleeping or making preparations to sleep, including laying down a sleeping bag,
blanket, or other material used for bedding;

3. Making a fire or preparing to make a fire; or

4. Doing any digging or earth breaking.

c. An area of state-owned land may be designated as a camping area by the department,
agency, official or officials responsible for the operation, protection or maintenance of
the property in question. The area’s designation as a camping area may be accomplished
by means of signage, advertisement or other notice designed to make known its
availability for the activity of camping.

1. Itis an offense for a person to engage in camping on property owned by the state
knowing that the area on which the camping occurs is not specifically designated
for use as a camping area by the department or agency responsible for the land.

2. The department, agency, official, or officials responsible for the operation,
protection, or maintenance of the property may designate an area as a camping
area by means of signage, advertisement, or other notice designed to make known
its availability for camping. However, a person shall not be guilty of a violation of
subdivision (d)(1) unless the person was notified by an official responsible for the
protection of the property in question that camping is prohibited and continued to
engage in camping or returned within twenty-four (24) hours of the warning and
continued to engage in camping.

3. A person is not guilty of a violation of subdivision (d)(1) if the person was given
permission or authorization by the department, agency, or official responsible for

24 https://codes.findlaw.com/tn/title-40-criminal-procedure/tn-code-sect-40-35-111.html
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the operation, protection, or maintenance of the property to engage in camping on
the property.

4. Any items used to commit a violation of this section, including items abandoned
at the location of the offense, are subject to confiscation, seizure, and claiming in
accordance with subsection (e).

e. Any property subject to confiscation or seizure under subsection (d), unclaimed in
connection with a violation of subsection (d), or left unattended after arrest or issuance of
a citation for camping in violation of subsection (d), and taken into state custody shall be
held by the state agency or its agent in a secure location for a period of ninety (90) days.
Notice containing the contact information of the state agency or agent holding the
property must be posted at the nearest reasonable location to the place from which the
property was removed. If the property is not claimed within ninety (90) days of being
taken into custody, the property is deemed abandoned and the agency or agent may
dispose of the property, unless the property is needed for evidence in a criminal
proceeding. If a person claiming any such property within ninety (90) days of the
property being taken into custody produces identification and signs a release form
providing the person's name and contact information and swearing under oath that the
property belongs to the person, the state agency or agent shall return the property to the
person, unless the property is needed for evidence in a criminal proceeding, in which case
the property shall be returned following the conclusion of that proceeding. The state
agency or agent may charge such persons a reasonable storage fee for storing the
property. The state and its employees, agents, and contractors are immune from liability
for property confiscated in compliance with this subsection (e).

f. A violation of this section is a Class E felony. In any sentence imposed for a violation of
this section, the court shall include an order of restitution for any property damage or loss
incurred as a result of the offense.

g. Nothing in this section shall be construed as preempting or preventing a state department
or agency with responsibility for state property from enacting or enforcing other lawful
and reasonable rules, regulations, or statutes that concern the use of and access to state
property. However, if any such rule, regulation or statute is in conflict with this section, it
is the intent that this section shall prevail and the prohibition against camping on state
property in areas not designated as camping areas be a uniform one.
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Alabama
Fines and fees: Ala. Code Section 12-14-13:%
(a) Municipal courts may suspend execution of sentence and place a defendant on probation for
varying periods of time, not to exceed two years.
(b) The court may require such investigations as may be deemed necessary and desirable to be
made by a probation officer or such other suitable person or persons as the court may designate
as to the circumstances of the offense and the criminal record, social history and present
condition of the defendant.
(c) The court may suspend the execution of sentence and continue the defendant under an
existing bond or may require such additional bail as it deems necessary pending the disposition
of the application for probation.
(d) The court shall determine and may, at any time, modify the conditions of probation and may
require the probationer to comply with the following or any other conditions:
(1) To avoid injurious or vicious habits;
(2) To avoid persons or places of disreputable or harmful character;
(3) To report to the probation officer or other person designated by the judge;
(4) To permit the officer to visit him at his home or elsewhere;
(5) To work faithfully at suitable employment as far as possible;
(6) To remain within a specified area;
(7) To pay the fine and costs imposed or such portions thereof as the judge may determine and in
such installments as the judge may direct;
(8) To make reparation or restitution to any aggrieved party for the damage or loss caused by his
offense in an amount to be determined by the court; and
(9) To attend defensive driving schools, alcohol countermeasure programs or courses where
available and support his dependents to the best of his ability.
(e) The probation or other officer designated by the court shall investigate all cases when
directed to do so by the court and report in writing thereon if the court so directs. The officer, if
so designated, shall furnish to each probationer released on probation under his supervision a
written statement of the conditions of probation and shall instruct the probationer regarding the
same. Such officer shall keep informed concerning the conduct and conditions of each person on
probation under his supervision by visiting the probationer and requiring reports from the
probationer or others and shall report thereon in writing as often as the court may require. Such
officer shall use all practicable and suitable methods, not inconsistent with the conditions
imposed by the court, to aid and encourage persons on probation and to bring about improvement
in their conduct and condition. Such officer shall keep detailed records of his work and shall
make such reports in writing as the court may require. The officer so designated shall have, in
the execution of his duties, the power to arrest probationers and the same right to execute process
as is given by law to peace officers.

25 https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-alabama/title-12-courts/chapter-14-municipal-courts/article-1-general-
provisions/section-12-14-13-probation
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(F) All reports, records and data assembled by any probation officer and referred to the court
shall be privileged and shall not be available for public inspection except upon order of the court
to which the same was referred. All probation reports completed and filed shall be subject to
inspection by the defendant or his attorney.

(9) The period of probation or suspension of execution of sentence shall be determined by the
court and may exceed the length of the sentence, and such period may be extended a period of
two years from date of sentencing.

(h) Upon the satisfactory fulfillment of the conditions of probation or suspension of sentence, the
court shall, by order duly entered on the minutes, discharge the defendant.

(i) At any time during the period of probation or suspension of execution of sentence, the court
may issue a warrant and cause the defendant to be arrested for violating any of the conditions of
probation or suspension of sentence. Any probation officer with probable cause to believe a
probationer has violated the conditions of probation may arrest such probationer without a
warrant. In case of an arrest without a warrant, the probation officer shall prepare a written
statement setting forth that the probationer has, in his judgment, violated the conditions of
probation, and said statement shall be sufficient warrant for having probationers brought
forthwith before the court for determination as to probable cause for the charge of probation
violation. The court may order detention of the probationer pending further hearing, after which
the court may revoke the probation or suspension of sentence and order and adjudge that the
sentence be immediately executed.
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Valley, AL
Ala. Code § 22-27-5, 2009 Alabama Code2é

Title 22 — HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL.

Title 1 HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL GENERALLY.

Section 22-27-5 Authority of localities to establish charges, fees, etc., and enter into mutual
agreements or contracts; approval of department; licensing of private or corporate agencies;
permits and bonds; nonpayment of fees, etc.

Section 22-27-5

Authority of localities to establish charges, fees, etc., and enter into mutual agreements or
contracts; approval of department; licensing of private or corporate agencies; permits and bonds;
nonpayment of fees, etc.

(a) Fees, etc.; mutual agreements or contracts. The county commission or municipality
undertaking the responsibility for providing services to the public under this article may establish
fees, charges and rates and may collect and disburse funds within cooperating areas or districts,
inside or outside the corporate limits of municipalities or inside or outside of county boundaries,
for the specific purpose of administering this article and providing and operating a solid waste
program. Also, said county commission or public authority may enter into mutual agreements or
contracts with the government bodies of other counties, municipalities, corporations or
individuals, where deemed to be mutually economical and feasible, to jointly or individually
collect, haul and/or dispose of solid wastes generated within the cooperating area. All contracts
or mutual agreements under this article shall be subject to review by the health officer, and all
such contracts and agreements shall be subject to cancellation upon 30 days' notice from said
health officer with the concurrence of the department, any time said contracts or agreements fail
to be in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens residing in the affected
area.

(b) Private or corporate agencies. Individuals, corporations, partnerships or other agencies
engaging in the collection and disposal of solid wastes are subject to this article. Governing
bodies may assign territories, approve or disapprove disposal sites, with the concurrence of the
health department, and shall establish and collect annual license fees from such firms and set rate
schedules if a service fee is charged. In addition to any other approvals which are necessary for
any contract between private or corporate agencies and governmental entities for the disposal of
solid wastes, approval of the department shall be obtained.

(c) Permits and bonds. Under subsection (b) of this section, no license shall be granted or fee
collected without a permit issued by the state or county health department, renewable annually at
the time licenses are due. Such permit shall be based upon performance and may be revoked for
cause, including failure to perform under the provisions of this article and regulations adopted
under authority of this article. No license shall be granted without the posting of a performance
bond satisfactory to the governing body. All solid waste disposal sites except those which have
certificates of exception shall have a permit from the department.

26 https://law.justia.com/codes/alabama/2009/Title22/Title1/22-27-5.html
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(d) Financial assurance. No permit for transportation of garbage by out-of-state transporters, for
disposal of such garbage in a sanitary landfill in this state, shall be issued unless financial
assurance is posted by such transporter with the health department.

The financial assurance shall be in an amount not less than $250,000 and must guarantee that
such garbage does not contain any regulated hazardous waste, infectious waste, or explosive
materials or debris. The financial assurance shall be provided in accordance with acceptable
financial assurance instruments which include but are not limited to an escrow account,
performance bond, or letter of credit. The health department shall promulgate regulations
specifying the terms and conditions of financial assurance instruments, as appropriate.

(e) Nonpayment of fees, etc. Any county commission or municipality establishing fees, charges
and rates pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall have the power and authority to adopt
resolutions or ordinances providing that if the fees, charges or rates for the services furnished by
the county commission or municipality, or licensee of either, under the provisions of said
chapter, shall not be paid within 30 days after the same shall become due and payable, such
county commission or municipality may, at the expiration of such 30-day period, suspend such
services or may proceed to recover the amount of any such delinquency with interest in a civil
action, or both.

(Acts 1969, No. 771, p. 1373, 85; Acts 1971, No. 2247, p. 3604, 82; Acts 1979, No. 79-668, p.

1176; Acts 1982, No. 82-612, p. 1111, 8811(f), 14(a)(7); Acts 1988, No. 88-655, p. 1052; Acts
1988, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 88-858, p. 346.)
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