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Input to Call: Mobile Indigenous Peoples 

Submission is prepared and co-written by Henry Thomas Simarmata[footnoteRef:1], Dedi Supriadi Adhuri[footnoteRef:2], Wengki Ariando[footnoteRef:3], Narumon Arunotai[footnoteRef:4],  all as co-organiser of Sea Nomads Contact Group  [1:   Executive Coordinator, Apintlaw (Associated Program for International Law) (https://apintlaw.info)]  [2:  Senior Researcher, National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN: Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional) (https://brin.go.id)]  [3:  Affiliated Researcher, Center of Excellence on Migration and Development, Asian Research Center for Migration, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University (https: arcm.ias.chula.ac.th)]  [4:  Associate Professor, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program on Human and Social Development; Senior Researcher, Social Research Institute (SRI), Chulalongkorn University (https: cusri.chula.ac.th)] 


Corresponding writer: 
henrythomas.apintlaw@gmail.com


Subject: who the sea nomads are? 


Introduction on the Input 
1. The input will exclusively build a scope and definition of “sea nomads” as this confirming the article 2 of the UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples: indigenous origin and/or identity. However, since sea nomads has a very distinctive context of situation as “marine maritime-based” mobile indigenous peoples, there should be a clarifying effort so as not to mislead or misuse the very situation of sea nomads. 

2. The input will relate to point 1 to 10 of the inquiry. Co-writer of this input strongly argue that there should be a specific elaboration of UNDRIP (and also of UNDROP) to the sea nomads. 


Work at this stage
3. Sea Nomads Contact Group (SNCG) is having a specific collaboration in effort to bring awareness on subject of sea nomads, to develop a normative and academic effort to understand deeply the sea nomads, to promote various dialogues between sea nomads with government and others parts of society in Southeast Asia, to study past and present academic works and policies on and related to sea nomads, and to promote literacy on sea nomads to general public. As much as it can contribute, this effort is directed to the recognition towards sea nomads where sea nomads themselves are the key party. Co-writers of this input contribute to those efforts. 


4. Along with SNCG, there are studies, advocacy, and awareness-building literacy which have been undertaken as collaboration. Notable is of Social Research Institute (SRI) of Chulalongkorn University, of senior researcher of National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN/Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional), of Apintlaw (Associated Program for International Law). A dedicated conference, hosted by Social Research Institute (SRI) Chulalongkorn University, was held in SRI Bangkok 19 June 2023. This conference brought a theme of "Nomadic Ethics: Connecting Knowledge and Practice with Policy Advocacy". Narumon Arunotai of SRI Chulalongkorn University chaired it. (The reference on the conference is attached to this input). This conference served as a pre-departure deliberation to the conference of "Nomadic Ethics and Intercultural Dialogue", hosted by Commission on Nomadic Peoples, IISNC under the auspice of UNESCO, University of Oxford, and University of Mongolia, held on 22-23 June 2023 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 

5. This input would also recognise many works undertaken by universities and research group. Those works have different entry points or points of view, but all have important contribution to the understanding towards sea nomads. 

6. There are many efforts ongoing by nomadic communities themselves. They, in Indonesia, in Thailand, in Malaysia, in Singapore, in the Philippines, dedicated various communications, collaborations, organising effort in local administration or governance, engagement to academia, researchers, media. SNCG relate to those nomadic communities through discussion, meeting, study, and field work. 













	







Scope and definition 
7. Sea Nomads are called as: 
Bajau, Bajo, Sama, Sama Bajo, Suku Laut (Indonesia)
Bajau, Bajo, (the Philippines); 
Moken, Moklen, Urak Lawoi (Thailand);  
Moken (Myamar) 
Bajau, Bajo, Orang Laut (Malaysia); 

It it estimated that there are 75000 to 1,1 millions sea nomads. 

8. Sea nomads lives in marine-maritime areas of: 
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* the map is developed by Wengki Ariando (2022), as a research collaboration with Social Research Institute (SRI) Chulalongkorn University under Narumon Arunotai, with advise from Dedi Supriadi Adhuri of National  Research and Innovation Agency  (BRIN/Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional), looking also to researchs of Kazufumi Nagatsu, Lioba Lenhart, Natasha Stacey and Edward Allison, Cynthia Chou. 
** Indonesian generic call for sea nomads is “Suku Laut” 


9. [bookmark: _GoBack]In conforming with UNDRIP, especially article 2, the scope and definition point to the fact that the sea nomads have been living with their indigenous situation, i.e. distinctive marine-maritime area where they live and crossing it in and out. This indigenous situation also in forms of traditional knowledge which they build out of vast marine-maritime areas. In this sense, the sea nomads share key characteristics with other indigenous communities. The only difference with others indigenous communities is that they have been living not as a sedentary community. The vast marine-maritime area where they live is integral to sea nomads but did not dictate them to live sedentary. The sea nomads have been living and identifying themselves as semi-nomadic or nomadic.  

10. The term and practice of nomadic refer to the way of life of a community who did not live in one area for their lifetime. They did not lean on one specific natural place, but they move to different natural places. Sea nomads have a very good traditional knowledge on mapping the marine-maritime areas, on coastal and small island ecosystem, on where they can have clean drinking water (though the ones living in open sea have more difficulties in finding one, compared with the ones living in coastal areas), on what and where marine edible organism live, on when and how winds and waves behave, what to do and what to avoid, and many others. In short, they have a strong traditional knowledge attached to sea and islands, to vast marine-maritime ecosystem. 

11. The nomadic life brings sea nomads to live in different seas and island. They are not confined in an administrative state area, or in an administrative citizenship. This nomadic life often put sea nomads in difficult situation where they are forced to be sedentary community. The type of natural reserve or conservation areas are often taken as a solution for sea nomads. However, those types would potentially repeat same problem, i.e. forcing sea nomads to live sedentary. 

12. Dedi Adhuri develops a loose categorisation on sea nomad based on finding of his research. First, sea nomads who live sedentary, as academia, small trader, fishing economy, educator, and others. However, they strongly identify themselves as Bajau/Sama Bajau or Suku Laut. Second, sea nomads who live in coastal areas and small islands. They live values, knowledge and sea nomads’ identity but doing nomadic moves seasonally, this is referred to as semi-nomadic. This category possibly is the biggest category in sea nomads. Third, sea nomads who live fully nomadic. They live values, knowledge, and sea nomad identity along with their fully nomadic life. 
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*Bajau: sea nomads 


Livelihood and marine-maritime resources 
13. Sea nomads are long-standing “residents”, “dweller” of the sea, parcel of islands, coastal and reef ecosystem in Southeast Asia. They live as a community, relies on nature and biodiversity, and engage in small-scale livelihood. They have been making their livelihood primarily from the sea and marine ecosystem, closely reliant on their ability to gather sufficient resources from the natural world.

14. Sea nomads rely on biodiversity and nature as the basis of their livelihood. The principal economic activities of sea nomads or suku laut includes spearing of sea animals, collecting of marine and forest products, and hunting of coastal animals for both sustenance and small-scale trading. This includes trades on trepan (sea cucumber) which is one of the oldest relation between sea nomads with wider regional and international trade. They also partake in the regional monetary and trade systems by selling their products and buying items for their daily needs, in addition to traditional exchanges. 

15. The livelihood of suku laut and sea nomads are closely reliant on their ability to gather sufficient resources from the natural world.  Sea nomads possess a cultural relationship to the natural world, and it is intimately part of their spirituality and traditions. Their traditional ecological knowledge about “the sea and the spirit” suits to encounter the contemporary environmental fluxes such as climate change adaptation and marine and coastal livelihood disputes.

16. Understanding historical ecosystem of sea nomads, including the nomadic routes and ecosystem in those routes is important. Sea nomads of Southeast Asia has a very good knowledge on the resources in a vast archipelago of Southeast Asia. They develop a way of life adaptive to those resources. Often one may call it subsistence life. But they are actually living in a very rich marine-maritime areas. They consume for their family and immediate relatives, but not for corporate-level production. And yet, some of their catch, such as trepang (sea cucumber) and shark fin are for regional/international market, particularly to China (see no.17) 



Vulnerabilities 
17. Stopping areas of sea nomads, i.e. small islands, calm seas, coastal areas, coral reefs, mangroves areas, are increasingly target for opening of commercial activities and tourism or closed marine area. Those areas are stated as “un-populated”, “un-certified”, “un-named”. Those new commercial activities put sea nomads in direct open conflict with commercial actors or conservation activists. Sea nomads are not accustomed to direct open conflict, but, in some cases, physical conflict did happen. This resulted in sea nomads went away and afar deprived. 

18. New commercial activities are often developed without sufficient waste management systems, resulting in rubbish dumping or waste disposal methods that create a toxic natural environment. This can then have varied impacts, including decreased biodiversity and unsafe fishing environments. Marine pollution from commercial activities is also creating a toxic environment that reduces biodiversity and availability of fish, severely impacting the livelihood of sea nomads that rely on fishing as their main source of income. The traditional of knowledge of sea nomads is regarded as commercial potential by certain entities or group. The ability to pinpoint certain rich ecosystem and animalia is targeted by commercial actors. Sea nomads who generally lives in a moderate way are persuaded or even forced to gather more and more resources by those commercial actors.  Middlemen and outsiders have stepped in to provide financial support and tools for resource gathering. They have also established trade systems based on dependence or even debt bondage. The act of collecting these resources has led to sea nomads being perceived as resource destroyers and violators of the laws, especially after the areas have been declared as conservation areas taken charge by government authority.

19. Perhaps the most problematic situation is that sea nomads are forced to conform and live in a set of citizenship. There is nothing wrong or unethical about citizenship system. However, sea nomads have their own life which put semi-nomadic and nomadic existence as their primacy. Forcing sea nomads are quite frequent. This situation needs to be resolved by respecting both system: citizenship system and semi-nomadic/nomadic existence.  

20. On addressing vulnerabilities of sea nomads, several efforts have been made, e.g. dialogue and programmatic approach to sea nomads (in Thailand), recognition of sea nomads in lowest level of government (in Indonesia), universities’ collaboration with sea nomads (all in Southeast Asia). Those are important steps. The work still needs to be undertaken in developing a process of recognition and a facilitation of livelihood. 
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