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Statement to the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on Agenda Item 7: International Decade of Indigenous Languages

Madam Chair, Distinguished Members of the Expert Mechanism, and Fellow Indigenous Brothers and Sisters,

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples today. 

My name is Krista Stelkia and I am Syilx/Tlingit from the Osoyoos Indian Band in the interior of British Columbia, Canada. I am speaking here today as a First Nations academic and 
Co-Investigator on the global Ărramăt project, a 6-year Indigenous-led project in Canada, which aims to strengthen Indigenous health and wellbeing through Indigenous-led conservation and sustainable relationships with biodiversity. Partnered with over 150 Indigenous organizations, scholars, and community-based partners across over 70 ecoregions from around the world, this project combines global Indigenous knowledges to create innovative ways to protect and preserve Indigenous biodiversity. 

As part of this project, we are on a mission to support 146 Indigenous-led place-based projects around the globe. We have seen the innovative ways Indigenous communities are leading research on a variety of topics that are of priority to their communities including developing strategies for the preservation and transmission of Indigenous medical knowledge across generations through their development of a living library, a place to gather, share and store Indigenous knowledges and medicinal plants in their traditional language. This is one of many examples of the types of projects we are supporting which emphasizes the importance of investing in Indigenous-led projects. 

Indigenous languages are the fundamental core of the transmission of Indigenous ancestral knowledge and the ability to share such vital knowledges and traditions to future generations. As we gather to discuss the preservation of Indigenous languages, I recommend to:

1. First: Member states to invest in Indigenous-led research by providing dedicated funding to support research conducted BY and FOR Indigenous peoples and Indigenous communities to protect, preserve, and revitalize Indigenous languages and traditional knowledge. This investment is essential to support communities in their work towards preserving their language. 

2. Second: I urge the Expert Mechanism, in partnership with Indigenous academics, to undertake a detailed study into understanding the challenges and best practices that exist towards the revitalization, preservation, and promotion of Indigenous languages. To understand the complexity of preserving Indigenous languages globally, this study should explore successful initiatives, identify common barriers, and provide actionable recommendations tailored to different cultural and regional contexts. It should also highlight the role of Indigenous-led efforts and the support required from governments and international organizations to ensure the sustainability.

3. Third: For the Global Task Force for Making a Decade of Action for Indigenous Languages to establish an international Indigenous languages mentorship network to promote global Indigenous language exchange, collaboration and mentorship. This network can connect Indigenous language speakers, language experts, and communities from around the world dedicated to learning best practices to revitalize their languages in their communities and regions. The network can also share resources, methodologies, and best practices among Indigenous communities on a global scale. This will enhance the impact of localized initiatives and foster a collective and coordinated effort towards the revitalization and promotion of Indigenous languages. This initiative should be supported by academic institutions, governments, and international organizations to provide necessary resources and supports. 


Thank you. 


