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Item 3: Constitutions, laws, legislation, policies, judicial decisions and other mechanisms through which States have taken measures to achieve the ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in accordance with article 38 of the Declaration

Statement of the Isabela City Indigenous Peoples Tribal Council of Leaders

We thank the EMRIP for its draft study on the analysis of Constitutions, laws, legislation, policies, judicial decisions and other mechanisms through which States have taken measures to achieve the ends of UNDRIP.

We respectfully recommend that the EMRIP shall include in the draft Expert Mechanism Advice No. 17 (2024) that States shall prevent taking measures which will result to the diminution of rights of Indigenous Peoples under the UNDRIP.

Yakan, the Indigenous Peoples of the island-province of Basilan in Mindanao in the Southern Philippines, is recognized as among the country’s Indigenous Peoples, thereby benefiting from all the programs and services under the Philippine national law on the protection of the rights of the Indigenous Peoples.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Republic Act No. 8371 (Indigenous Peoples Rights Act of 1997)] 


Recently however, the Parliament of the regional government of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) drafted a bill[footnoteRef:2] for the protection of the rights of the Indigenous Peoples in the region. It is apparently observed in the draft bill, that while it mentions Indigenous Peoples recognized within BARMM, it intentionally excludes “Yakan” based on criteria determined by them. This proposed legislative act threatens Yakan to be scrapped of its recognition as Indigenous Peoples. This is a blatant disregard of the self-identification and the right to self-determination of the Yakan Indigenous Peoples which is protected not only by a national law, but also by the provisions of UNDRIP. [2:  BARMM Transition Authority (BTA) Parliament Bill No. 273 (Bangsamoro Indigenous Peoples’ Development Act of 2024)] 


We call on the BARMM Parliament to respect Yakan as recognized Indigenous Peoples. We call on the Philippine government to protect Yakan against this threat of non-recognition by the regional BARMM government. We call on the EMRIP to advise States, not only the Philippines, to prevent taking measures which will downgrade the progress of the UNDRIP implementation. States shall move forward towards full realization of UNDRIP and not move backward from its ends.
