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Madame Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Expert Mechanism,

Distinguished representatives of Indigenous Peoples and Member states,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure and honour that I address you during the opening the seventeenth session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. I would like to welcome the members of the Expert Mechanism, as well as the different delegations attending the session as observers. Please allow me to congratulate Mr. Ojot Miru Ojulu on his recent appointment as a member of this expert body and the current Chair, Ms. Sheryl Lighfoot, for her re-election as a member. I would also like to welcome Mr. Francisco Cali Tzay, the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; Ms. Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim, recently appointed as the Chair of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; and Ms. Marjolaine Etienne, member of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples.
The participation of and partnership with Indigenous Peoples in United Nations processes is essential in advancing the rights of Indigenous Peoples. I would like to extend a warm welcome to all Indigenous representatives and acknowledge the participation of twenty-eight beneficiaries of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples. On behalf of the Human Rights Council, I would like to thank the States that have supported this Voluntary Fund, which plays an essential role in supporting the participation of Indigenous Peoples’ representatives in meetings concerning them, including this one, as well as at sessions of the Council’s universal periodic review and other key UN meetings and processes. 
Distinguished participants, 

This year we mark the tenth anniversary of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, where Member States, with the active participation of Indigenous Peoples, renewed their commitment to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples -- a milestone instrument prescribing minimum standards for the recognition, protection, and promotion of these rights.

The Human Rights Council appreciates the important work undertaken by the Expert Mechanism and carefully considers its proposals. In this regard, I would like to highlight Council resolution 54/12, adopted last October. Through this resolution, the Council welcomed the work of the Expert Mechanism and encouraged all relevant stakeholders, including States and Indigenous Peoples, to attend and participate actively in the sessions of the Expert Mechanism, to submit contributions to its studies and reports and to engage in dialogue with it, including during its intersessional activities. The Council welcomed the Expert Mechanism’s proposal regarding further efforts to facilitate the participation of Indigenous Peoples’ representatives and institutions in its work and encouraged the Expert Mechanism to continue its discussions on this matter.
In the same resolution, the Council decided to organize a two-day intersessional meeting before its fifty-seventh session and another two-day intersessional meeting before its fifty-eighth session, on concrete ways to enhance the participation of Indigenous Peoples in its work. I would like to welcome the participation of many of you in the first intersessional meeting on 18 and 19 July here at Palais des Nations.
Moreover, the Council requested me to organize the participation of Indigenous Peoples’ representatives and institutions for the interactive dialogues with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples and with the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the fifty-seventh session of the Council in September 2024. 
During this 17th session, you will be holding various interesting and impactful discussions, for example on “The rights of Indigenous Peoples in post-conflict situations, peace negotiations, agreements, and accords” and on ways of enhancing the participation of Indigenous Peoples in the United Nations, and you will take stock on progress regarding the International Decade on Indigenous Languages and review the Expert Mechanism’s work at country level. Allow me to also say that the Council is looking forward to your study and advice on Constitutions, laws, legislation, policies, judicial decisions, and other mechanisms through which States have taken measures to achieve the ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in accordance with Article 38 of the Declaration. 
I cannot conclude my remarks without mentioning the serious issue of intimidation and reprisals against Indigenous Peoples’ representatives attending United Nations meetings and United Nations mandate holders working on the rights of Indigenous Peoples. I would like to recall that intimidation and reprisals constitute a serious attack, not only against those courageous enough to stand up for human rights, but also against the very essence and proper functioning of the United Nations system itself.  I call on all States to respect and protect persons cooperating with and representing the United Nations System. My office will keep a watchful eye over allegations of intimidation and reprisals during this meeting.
I wish you all very successful deliberations and am looking forward to the continuing cooperation between the Human Rights Council and this Expert Mechanism. 
Thank you. 
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