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Thank Honorable Chair for giving me floor.

I am Swarna Chakma representing CHT* Indigenous Peoples’ Council of Canada. 

In general, the national laws of Bangladesh do not include provisions for political participation of indigenous peoples. However, something positive can be cited in case of Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT). Two-thirds of the members, including the chairman, for indigenous peoples are reserved in the CHT Regional Council Act and three Hill District Council Acts.

The situation is very disappointing for the plains regarding political participation of indigenous peoples. From local government councils to national parliament, there are no reserved seats for indigenous peoples, not only in plain lands, but also in CHT region. The indigenous peoples have repeatedly been demanding to the government to include in the law the provision of reservation of seats for indigenous peoples in these local government councils and national parliaments. But the government did not heed this demand.

One seat is reserved for women in local government councils and 50 seats are reserved for women in the National Parliament. But even that, there is no separate provision for indigenous women in these concern laws. As a result, indigenous women are largely deprived of political participation.

In such a situation, I call on the Expert Mechanism to convince the Government of Bangladesh on the following issues:

1. Inclusion of reservation of seats for indigenous peoples including women in national laws from local government councils to national parliaments.

2. Enact an Indigenous Rights Act.


