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STATEMENT BY DELEGATION OF INDONESIA
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Seventeenth session
Item 8: Panel discussion on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in post-conflict situations and peace negotiations, agreements, and accords
Mr. Chair,

· Delegation of Indonesia cannot agree more that the current situation in Gaza illustrates the devastating impact of genocide on Palestinians, with children being the biggest casualties, where Occupation has failed to bring peace.

· To date, more than 15,000 Palestinian children have been killed, and over 21,000 are missing. 

· Violence against children in armed conflict is among the gravest violations of human rights. 

· We cannot turn a blind eye to Palestinian children's right to live.

· Failure to act will entrap generations of children in a vicious cycle of hatred and violence. 

· We must press hard and take action to outlaw the use of explosive weapons in populated areas and prohibit indiscriminate attacks against civilians and critical infrastructure.

Mr. Chair, and distinguished Panellists, 

· The involvement of child soldiers in perpetuating armed conflict is also a grave concern, with the number of child soldiers increasing.

· We wish to specifically respond to one of the Panel’s presentation, on the issue of how armed groups have used and exploited children for their political gain. 

· For instance, the use of child soldiers by armed separatis groups in West Papua represents a serious human rights violation, implicating the separatist movement.

· Indeed, we need to be worried when schools have been purposely destroyed by armed groups, further forcing children out of school and exploiting them for violence against law enforcement. 

· This is a grave violation that exacerbates the plight of children in West Papua.

· Moreover, we emphasize that any conduct by the Indonesian Law Enforcement in the province of West Papua prioritizes human rights, including the protection of civilians, particularly women and children who are very prone to violence and abuse by armed groups seeking to disrupt peace and development.

· It is crucial that we address these violations comprehensively, ensuring the protection of children's rights and holding accountable those who exploit children in conflicts.

· Thank you.
