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17th session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


Item 8: Panel discussion on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in post-conflict situations and peace negotiations, agreements, and accords 
Monday, July 8, 2024

The Great Law of Peace

Madame Chair and distinguished members of the panel:
The Indigenous World Association would like to comment on this particular agenda item and inform the Mechanism that there are Indigenous forms of post-conflict peace accords.

For instance, the Haudenosaunee, also known as the Iroquois Confederacy or the Six Nations Confederacy, have ancient teachings on how to attain peace and to bring harmony to waring Nations.

Centuries ago a Peacemaker was sent to our Peoples to teach us the Ways of Peace.

First, he taught us to bury our weapons of war in the ground and plant a tree over them so that they cannot be dug up to use against each other. This way no one is being threatened with violence.

Second, he said that we have to put aside our anger, our hatred, our thirst for revenge, our prejudices, our egos and all our cuts and hurts we inflicted on each other. This is a hard thing to do but it is necessary for peace.

Third, he said that we only use good words with one another. Words that do not cut or hurt or bring up the anger that we have put aside. This promotes good oratory and diplomatic skills.

Forth, he said that we use reason and rational thinking along with righteousness and morality when considering an issue. We do not rely on emotions to cloud our thinking.

Fifth, he said then you make all your decisions by consensus. You consider everyone’s concerns and debate the issue until everyone is satisfied. This encourages cooperation and some give and take on all sides until you achieve consensus. There is no voting and no winners or losers. Everyone reaches a place of peace and harmony.

If you can achieve all of this teachings, then you can have peace.

The Haudenosaunee have been using these teachings for many centuries and have formed a strong bond of peace and brotherhood among the six Nations of the Haudenosaunee: the Mohawk, the Oneida, the Onondaga, the Cayuga, the Seneca and the Tuscarora Nations. 

We share these teachings with all of you so that you can all achieve peace and harmony with each other.

Thank you for listening to our words.

Kenneth Deer
Haudenosaunee External Relations Committee





Thank you Madame Chair

Kenneth Deer
Chief Administrative Officer
Indigenous World Association

