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Item 7: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples – International Decade of Indigenous Languages 

INTERVENTION by the Southern Chiefs’ Organization Youth Chief Joshua Gandier


Thank you Chair,

First, I acknowledge the Elders, Language Keepers, and Indigenous organizations protecting, preserving, and revitalizing Indigenous languages around the world.

My name is Joshua Gandier and I am a member of Peguis First Nation in Manitoba, Canada, and I’m here with the Southern Chiefs Organization as a youth delegate. My mother was adopted out of her First Nations family and community when she was baby. I am the first in my family to start the journey of language reclamation. The opportunity to start this journey did not come until I was 20 years old in university; I had to pay a university for the opportunity to learn my own traditional language from a language keeper. My experience is like many Indigenous youth in Canada. 

Exposure and opportunities for us to learn our own traditional languages remain limited. In our efforts to revitalize the Anishinaabe language, we have established language immersion summer camps. We plan to expand this initiative to the Dakota language in the summer of 2025. Further, we only have two immersion schools in the Anishinaabe language – this is far too low, given that we represent 34 communities. Funding is the main obstacle.

In 2019, Canada adopted the Indigenous Languages Act, which was co-developed with Indigenous Peoples and which aims to preserve, promote and revitalize Indigenous languages by providing long-term and predictable funding. In response to the International Decade, the Assembly of First Nations has adopted its First Nations National Action Plan. In June 2024, the Canadian Government announced the launch of their National Action plan for the Decade. The creation of these two action plans is the first step in a collaborative and strategic approach by First Nations and the Canadian Government to revitalize, advance, and increase the visibility of Indigenous languages in Canada. 

My own hope for this Decade is to see the restoration, formation, and protection of intergenerational connections between youth, language keepers and communities. Intergenerational connections were and remain the target of Canada’s colonial policies. The destruction of intergenerational connections is a significant factor contributing to the loss of Indigenous languages. Preventing the transfer of language also has detrimental impacts on the formation of identity in Indigenous youth. Intergenerational connections are a focus of both the actions plans based in Canada, and I am hopeful this will remain a focus throughout the decade. 



A recommendation I would like to make to the Expert Mechanism is to continue having the International Decade of Indigenous Languages as an agenda item in future sessions. We are early in the decade, with initial actions and phases being taken. It’s important to monitor and bring awareness to the progress being made during the decade. 

Another recommendation I would like to make is for the Expert Mechanism to support Indigenous Peoples, States, UN bodies and entities, including UNESCO, and other partners in the development of a UN Convention on the Indigenous Languages as a key outcome of the International Decade on Indigenous Languages.

Miigwetch/Thank you for the opportunity to speak,

Joshua Gandier
Youth Chief, Southern Chiefs’ Organization








2
_______________________________________________________________________________Representing Anishinaabe and Dakota Nations in southern Manitoba

image1.png




