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Respected Chair, 
Thank you for giving me the floor.
I feel honored to be representing, in the 17th session of this Expert Mechanism, the Indigenous Nationalities Commission of Nepal which functions to advocate for and safeguard the rights of 60 Indigenous communities scheduled in the National Foundation for Upliftment of Aadibasi/Janjati Act, 2002. 
According to preamble of Nepal’s Constitution, Nepal is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-cultural society. Unity in diversity best reflects our national character. According to the statistics of National population census (2022), two third of total languages spoken in Nepal comprise of Indigenous language. As per UNDRIP, the Constitution of Nepal has provisioned the Indigenous nationalities’ right to education in their mother tongue. There are policies which preserve the cultural civilization and heritage of Indigenous Peoples in Nepal.
This Commission, mandated to protect rights of Indigenous Peoples, has been working to realize the UN Declaration of International Decade of Indigenous Language (2022–2032). Under the leadership of this Commission, Government has formed International Decade of Indigenous Language Implementation Action Plan Preparation Committee comprising of representatives of Language Commission and Central Language Department of Tribhuvan University. This Committee is in the process of submitting the final version of the action plan to the Government of Nepal which is devised after constant consultation with the concerned stakeholders.
One of the major rights of Indigenous Peoples is the linguistic right. Nepal’s Constitution has envisioned the possibility of using native language of Indigenous Peoples as official working language. To this end, recently Bagmati provincial government has decided to use the languages of Newar and Tamang Indigenous communities as official working language.
The world is full of diversities and Indigenous Language is one among such diversities. Such language, developed by our ancestors, is not only a medium to communicate but also a means to preserve the Indigenous knowledge and skills which have been preserving 85% of global bio-diversity and a mirror to reflect their culture, tradition and the way of living. Therefore, it is imperative that the UN provide financial and technical support to its member states to realize the International Decade of Indigenous Language.
I thank you Respected Chair.

