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Agenda Item #6– Country Engagement
Delivered by Chief Francis Laceese on behalf of the Tŝilhqot’in Nation: 
 
I am Chief Francis Laceese of the Tsilhqot’in Nation
We appreciate that the Expert Mechanism’s mandate and responsibilities are broad and that the needs of Indigenous Peoples worldwide are great. 
In many ways our position in Canada is privileged:
· Our courts will protect our Indigenous rights, which for the Tsilhqot’in Nation included recognizing our title to a portion of our territory. 
· We are at the negotiating table with Canada and have a reconciliation framework agreement; 
· Canada has enacted the Declaration into its laws
Despite all these positive steps, meaningful implementation of UNDRIP is far from complete:
· Our people are still criminalized for fishing and hunting for food;
· Our lands are still logged and threatened by mines;
· Our people still lack many basic needs and services
The problem is that we still don’t have jurisdiction, the control over issues that impact our Indigenous rights as promised by Articles 14, 26, and 31, among others, of the Declaration.
Canada and provincial governments say they want to work with us on jurisdiction. We are told its technical and challenging . We have seen no real progress.  
The Special Rapporteur in his recent report on Canada noted that while Canada has made progress, much more work remains, and he included as a recommendation that Canada needs to develop new federal policies and legislation addressing the recognition and implementation of rights to land and legal jurisdiction.
Building on this recommendation, it would be a great benefit to Indigenous people in Canada, and an example to the world, if the Expert Mechanism, consistent with its country engagement mandate, provided detailed analysis and independent advice and recommendations for how Canada can amend its legislation and policies to take a meaningful step forward in implementing this vital piece of the Declaration. 
Accountability and tangible results are important, even for States that are vocal about their support for the Declaration.  
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