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Thank you chair,

Allow me first to thank the panelists for their introductory remarks.

The Inuit Circumpolar Council finds the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples’ country engagement with Norway (and Sápmi) highly interesting, particularly with reference to a just transition and the implementation of the right to free, prior, and informed consent.

We have taken note of the Norwegian Government’s different understanding of Indigenous Peoples’ right to free, prior, and informed consent.

In our view, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples serves as an authoritative interpretive source for understanding the rights of Indigenous Peoples. In the Poma Poma vs. Peru case, the Human Rights Committee considers that participation in the decision-making process must be effective, which requires not mere consultation but the free, prior, and informed consent of the members of the community. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  CCPR/C/95/D/1457/2006] 


As we understand, the Norwegian Human Rights Act does not include language on free, prior, and informed consent, nor does the Consultation Act.

We would like to ask the panelists, particularly the representative of the Government of Norway, how the right to free, prior, and informed consent is implemented in issues relating to land encroachments on Sami land in Norway.

We furthermore want to ask, what the Government of Norway does to avoid conflating the distinct status of Indigenous Peoples with groups such as local communities.

Thank you for your attention.
