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Thank you, Madam Chair and thank you UN voluntary fund for supporting my participation. Kopivosian! Distinguished delegates, Indigenous brothers and sisters. My name is Amanda Mojilip, I am a Kadazan and I come from the ‘Land Below the Wind’, Sabah, Malaysia. 
We acknowledge last year's intervention from the Malaysian government, to engage with the Indigenous Peoples constructively. However, we want to underline that the Malaysia government has not yet engaged with the Indigenous Peoples and the Expert Mechanism. The lack of engagement with the UN mechanisms is reflecting the unwillingness of Member states in Asia, including the Malaysia government, and their failure to comply with the rights of Indigenous Peoples enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
To name a few cases: 
· In Peninsular Malaysia, the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent was not fully applied when the Nenggiri HEP dam in Kelantan began construction, and the protest and objections of the 3,000 affected Temiar are being ignored; while in Perak, the rejection by the Taiping High Court to the claim of the Indigenous Temiar of Kampung Cunex in Gerik to the larger forest area surrounding their customary settlement.

· In Sarawak, the forced displacement among the villages of Kampung Warisan in Bintulu, where their territories are being gazetted for the Simalajau National Park; the eviction of  the Iban communities from Tekuyong village in Sri Aman by the Company Pelita and Merakai village in Kuching division by the Tradewinds company.

· In Sabah, the construction of the USD 636 million (3 billion MYR) Papar-Kaiduan Mega Dam project, intended for both water catchment and 100 kVA hydroelectric power, will destroy the way of life of more than 3,000 villagers;  while the 1,000-MegaWatt hydropower generation plant on the Liwagu River will affect the Dusun communities in the Ranau district; also, the controversial 401-hectare, USD 424 million (2 billion MYR) sand mining operation in Bangua, Kudat continues to intimidate the Rungus community defending their rights there. 
We,  Indigenous Peoples from the ASEAN countries have voiced concerns about the lack of our voices and representation in drafting the ASEAN Declaration on the right to a safe, clean, and sustainable environment.  Indigenous Peoples view the Declaration as a crucial opportunity for ASEAN Member States to recognize the historic roles and contributions of Indigenous Peoples as custodians of biodiversity and as key partners and knowledge holders in combating environmental challenges including climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution. 

In this context, we call upon the EMRIP, Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNSRIP), and UN Experts:
· To emphasize our last year's recommendation to engage with the Member States and Indigenous Peoples to find ways and trust to facilitate country engagement in Malaysia.

· To conduct a collaborative study specifically on Malaysia to identify the barriers and challenges regarding the implementation of UNDRIP and the situation of Indigenous Peoples in Malaysia.

· To advise the ASEAN member states to ensure that the rights of Indigenous Peoples are included in the ongoing development of the ASEAN Declaration on the right to a safe, clean, and sustainable environment.

And to end, we call upon the Malaysian government to recognize Orang Asal/Indigenous Peoples as landowners through a provision in the constitution that explicitly protects their customary lands and territories. Orang Asal are also calling on state governments to better protect their ancestral lands and territories.
Kotohuadan,  thank you, Madam Chair.


