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STATEMENT/INTERVENTION

Thank you Mr/Madame Chair. I am a proud Yakan-Tausug and I am currently one of the indigenous fellows of the OHCHR.

For prospective future work of the EMRIP, allow me to raise an issue which has been floating for so long, but continues to remain before our eyes - statelessness.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Presently, there are two international conventions which address statelessness -(1) the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons; and (2) the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. Seventy years and sixty-three years, respectively, since these two conventions, and yet, in 2024 statelessness remains. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated 4.4 million people worldwide as stateless,[footnoteRef:0] 75% of which belong to ethnic, religious, or linguistic minority groups,[footnoteRef:1] including Indigenous Peoples. [0:  https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/who-we-protect/stateless-people]  [1:  https://emergency.unhcr.org/protection/persons-risk/minorities-and-indigenous-peoples#:~:text=Minorities%20and%20indigenous%20peoples%20are%20often%20disproportionately%20affected%20by%20statelessness,discrimination%2C%20including%20in%20nationality%20laws.] 


My organization also represents Sama Bajau or Sama Dilaut people in the City of Isabela de Basilan, Philippines. These are Indigenous Peoples who are heavily dependent on the sea for survival.[footnoteRef:2] It is unfortunate that many Sama Dilaut who are involuntarily caught in the borders of the Philippines and Malaysia[footnoteRef:3] remain to be undocumented, eventually resulting to statelessness as they are neither nationals of these countries. [2:  Sama, meaning “people,” and Laut, meaning “sea” - thus, “people of the sea.”]  [3:  Today, they are scattered across the Philippines, Malaysia, and even Brunei and Indonesia, with various sub-groups having adapted to different lifestyles.] 


As early as the 15th century,[footnoteRef:4] Sama Dilaut had been roving freely in the borderless Sulu Zone, stretching from southern Philippines down to north-eastern Borneo.[footnoteRef:5] This is their ancestral territory where there were no national borders. It was only after colonization when maritime borders were established.[footnoteRef:6] [4:  Before colonialism in Asia and the Pacific.]  [5:  Chiew, Huiyee, “Bajau Laut: Once sea nomads, now stateless,” 18 May 2019, https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/476595]  [6:  When the maritime borders were established through the Madrid Protocol of 1885, the distribution and diversity of the local ethnic groups and communities were not taken into consideration. As a result, the movement of the Sama Dilaut people, who were highly fluid, has since been restricted. (Chiew, Huiyee, “Bajau Laut: Once sea nomads, now stateless,” 18 May 2019, https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/476595)] 


Just last month of June, Sama Dilaut in Semporna in Sabah, Malaysia have been targeted by the authorities as part of their continuing crackdown against undocumented people.[footnoteRef:7] As a result, houses-on-stilts of the these people were horribly destructed, burned, resulting to their repeated displacement in blatant disregard of their human rights. [7:  Although Sabahan authorities, justifying their action, have cited issues of border security, along with illegal fishing and construction of permanent structures within the Tun Sakaran Marine Park off the coast of the Sabahan city of Semporna, a popular tourist destination. (https://www.peoplesworld.org/article/malaysian-sabahan-authorities-forcefully-evict-stateless-bajau-laut-sea-nomads/)] 


Being stateless in one’s own ancestral territory is an injustice of highest gravity.
This is a matter of urgency which should be addressed and be put to an end. Grave human rights violations committed against stateless indigenous peoples have been transpiring for so long not only to the indigenous Sama Dilaut, but also to many Indigenous Peoples like the Rohingya in South Asia, the Fulani people in West Africa, Kurds in the Middle East, and let us not forget, the Palestinians who have been suffering from tremendous atrocities in their own land.

I acknowledge that in 2019, EMRIP has conducted a study on “Indigenous peoples’ rights in the context of borders, migration and displacement”.[footnoteRef:8] I observed, however, that the issue of statelessness among Indigenous Peoples was not addressed. It is in this regard that I sincerely recommend to the EMRIP to look into the situation of stateless Indigenous Peoples and explore effective measures to end the same. [8:  Taken from the study: “Colonization has often provided the backdrop to indigenous peoples’ experiences with borders, migration, and displacement. xxx Through the process of colonization xxx, States and other parties have asserted domination over indigenous peoples’ lands, resources, governments and cultures. The legacy of colonization, xxx has often turned indigenous peoples into “migrants” by drawing international borders through their homeland. xxx” ] 


Indigenous Peoples have the right to nationality, to life, integrity, liberty and security protected by the UDHR, the ICCPR and the UNDRIP. These rights are considered jus cogens for every State to protect. Not a single indigenous person deserves to be stateless in his/her own ancestral territory.

Magsukol si kaam kemon. Thank you for this opportunity. Free Palestine!

