17th session of the expert mechanism on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
Item 5: United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: Interactive dialogue with UNPFII, the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples and members of the United Nations Treaty Bodies (public)
Statement from Global Home for Indigenous Peoples
Good afternoon, everyone! 
UNPFII, EMRIP, Special Rapporteur, Treaty Bodies - must be easily accessible to all Indigenous Peoples from all geographical regions beyond the sessions in Geneva, NYC. The experts of these bodies must hold regular consultations with Indigenous from their regions and their secretariat must provide resources to meet these obligations so that we can provide more support for Indigenous Peoples’ Rights activists instead of reading how many human rights defenders died each year. 
I hope we have more Indigenous Peoples' participation during the presentation of the Universal Periodic Review and Voluntary National Review Report. Let us work together to ensure that Indigenous peoples can participate. ECOSOC accreditation is not an easy process to get. Indigenous Peoples are using non-Indigneous organizations to attend such meetings. Why not give access to Indigenous Peoples organizations when we are talking about Indigenous Peoples? 
The subsidiary bodies and the treaty bodies along with the UNPFII must work together to strongly recommend the the UN Secretary-General and the General Assembly to appoint the under-secretary-general for Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous Peoples need an Indigenous secretariat of its own at UN Headquarters. 
All EMRIP studies and reports should intersect with the well-being of our Indigenous children and youth as well. EMRIP should also consider country visits in Asia as well soon. 
I congratulate the Voluntary Fund for expanding its reach through online training. I hope this continues each year. We all need to support this fund and I encourage the member states to expand this fund. 
I recommend that EMRIP, UNPFII, and Special Rapporteur should request more interaction with the member states from the Asia region as their participation in a dialogue on Indigenous Peoples is quite low in a forum like this. 
I also request the UNPFII, EMRIP, and Treaty bodies to request the Asia-Pacific countries to establish regional or sub-regional human rights mechanisms along with a regional court in the Asia-Pacific Region like we have the African Court on Human and Peoples’, the European Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 
Through this forum, I also request the government of India to fully implement the UNDRIP and legally recognize Indigenous Peoples. I am a Tharu nation and Tharu People live both in Nepal and India. Nepal recognizes the Tharu Peoples as Indigenous Peoples, but India fails to do so. I want to request this forum to request the government of India to fully implement the UNDRIP without delay so that my Tharu relatives living in India including millions of Adivasis can enjoy their rights as equals and can have access to their traditional territories and resources. 
I humbly request the EMRIP, UNPFII, Special Rapporteur, and Treaty Bodies to speak against the ongoing genocide of Palestinian Peoples and the destruction of their territories. The forces behind this genocide are the same forces who also have damaged Indigenous Lands and their livelihoods for long and continue to dispossess Indigenous Peoples. I call for an immediate ceasefire in the Palestinian Territory and support the Palestinian Peoples for their right to self-determination and their right to their territories. 

