Esteemed Special Rapporteur, distinguished delegates, and esteemed colleagues,
I stand before you today as an advocate for Indigenous rights, as one voice among those who have long protected our planet's biodiversity and ecosystems. We find ourselves at a pivotal moment in history, where the transition to renewable energy technologies is not just a necessity but an urgent imperative to combat climate change. However, this transition must be just and equitable, ensuring that it does not perpetuate the same systems of exploitation and degradation that have devasted Indigenous and local communities for centuries.
Today, the demand for battery metals, such as cobalt, lithium, etc. is skyrocketing, driven by the global shift towards electric vehicles and renewable energy. Yet, we must confront a harsh reality: metals mining is one of the world’s dirtiest industries. The environmental destruction, freshwater contamination, and human rights abuses associated with mining operations are well-documented and severe.
In Latin America, this extractivist growth model for transition minerals has led to renewed conflicts and human rights violations. In my Jequitinhonha Valley in southeast Brazil exemplifies these challenges. This region has endured decades of mining for iron, gold, and precious gems, leaving behind a legacy of economic hardship and social struggles. The recent discovery of significant lithium deposits has placed Brazil firmly on the transition minerals map, alongside Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina. People like Krenak, Arana, Pankararu, Maxacali, Quilombola are in fear, anxiety and feeling left behind because no consultation hs been done.
We call for an energy transition that centers the human rights of Indigenous, frontline communities, and workers. This means prioritizing the right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent, including the right to withhold consent, as aligned with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. It requires embracing low-impact circular economy solutions that reduce the overall demand for primary metals, and ensuring responsible minerals sourcing with mandatory human rights due diligence and stringent international environmental standards.
Lucas Quilombola my friend from the Jequitinhonha Valley speaks: “We cannot talk about solidarity with the world or a clean energy transition if its construction devastates our communities. Physical slavery may have ended, but the torture continues in different forms, only noticed by those who directly experience it. We need economic and development support from the State, not from mining companies. If the State fulfilled its role, we would have our needs met with regard to health, education, roads, water, and territory. The current model of development offered by the State is one of death, not improvement.
We call on nation-states to make binding commitments to source minerals responsibly and on businesses, financial institutions, and investors to uphold these standards. Let us ensure that the move to clean energy does not recreate the systems of exploitation it aims to replace. Together, we can build climate solutions that put communities, workers, and the environment first, fostering a future where all can thrive in harmony with nature.
Thank you.

