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Distinguished Chair, Members of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
Distinguished delegations,
Indigenous brothers and sisters,
Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be here with you at the 17th session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This session is an opportunity to listen, to dialogue and to learn from each and every one of you. It is vital that at this session we have this discussion among Indigenous Peoples' Organizations, Member States delegations and UN entities in order to foster dialogue and understanding, and to advance the work of the UN mechanisms on the rights of Indigenous Peoples.
I want to start by providing an overview of the outcomes from the 23rd session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which took place in New York from 15th to 26th April this year. 

Outcomes from UNPFII
I am grateful for the participation of Indigenous leaders from all seven Indigenous sociocultural regions of the world, and for the invaluable participation of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and EMRIP Members. And in particular this year we were delighted to see the participation of so many Indigenous youth, who were our guests of honour this year. 
This year’s theme focused on the right to self-determination, emphasizing the voices of Indigenous youth. For Indigenous Peoples, self-determination is inseparable from cultural identity, languages, and traditions. It means the empowerment to make decisions that affect our lives, lands, and resources. During the Forum, participants advocated for meaningful participation in political, social, and economic processes, which is key to shaping our own futures and addressing issues such as land rights, environmental protection, and social justice.
During this year’s session, the President of the General Assembly convened a commemorative meeting to mark the Tenth anniversary of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. The commemoration highlighted that over the last ten years we have seen partnerships form and commitments made, yet many promises remain unfulfilled. In my statement, I reiterated the Alta call to establish mechanisms at the UN for our full participation and for the urgent appointment of an Under-Secretary-General for Indigenous Peoples. Action-oriented measures, culturally appropriate laws, and direct financing are founding pillars to our right to self-determination, and essential to advance our social and sustainable economic development.
The Permanent Forum discussions noted that despite their central role in conserving biodiversity, Indigenous Peoples still only receive a very small percentage of the financial resources pledged by international donors. There is a need to transform the relationship between international financial institutions and Indigenous Peoples, through such actions as: redesigning investments and contracts to reflect the views of Indigenous Peoples; enabling direct access to finance for Indigenous Peoples, and facilitating technical discussions, intercultural exchanges and policy dialogues between international financial institutions and Indigenous Peoples

Given that this interactive dialogue today has a focus on the UNDRIP, I would like to highlight that the theme of the twenty-fourth session of the Permanent Forum next year will be: Implementing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples within United Nations Member States and the United Nations system, including identifying good practices and addressing challenges.
In 2027 we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the UNDRIP. It will be a moment of reflection to commemorate the huge achievement by many Indigenous Peoples to enshrine the rights of Indigenous Peoples into international human rights law. 
Many Indigenous brothers and sisters that are here today played an instrumental role in advocating for the UNDRIP. There are many more who have since left us. The 20th anniversary will be an opportunity to remember their legacy and give thanks for their tireless work to achieve the UNDRIP.
It is with this landmark commemoration in mind that we have chosen the theme of the 24th session next year. At the Forum, we count on your participation and input to identify good practices and highlight the challenges facing the full and effective implementation of the UNDRIP.

Reprisals
Esteemed delegates,
I wish to remind States that Indigenous leaders and Indigenous human rights defenders who participate in meetings at the United Nations, including the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Expert Mechanism on Peoples' Rights Indigenous peoples have the right to participate and speak freely, without fear of retaliation and harassment. Unfortunately, at the Permanent Forum sessions we have seen an increase in cases of threats and intimidation.

Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
We are increasingly seeing in UN processes and documents Indigenous Peoples being used together with the term local communities. This risks confusion over who Indigenous Peoples are, and risks diluting our rights, which are enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The Permanent Forum reiterates its call to make sure that there is a clear distinction between Indigenous Peoples and local communities.
The Permanent Forum, EMRIP and the Special Rapporteur are united in their message on this issue. I encourage you all the read both the 2023 Joint Statement and the 2024 Outcome document of the Rome Meeting, which clearly explain the need to respect the distinct rights and status of Indigenous Peoples, consistent with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
The International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is celebrated globally on 9 August. It marks the date of the inaugural session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations in 1982. The theme of this year’s International Day is entitled: Protecting the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Voluntary Isolation and Initial Contact.
Around 200 groups of Indigenous Peoples currently live in voluntary isolation and initial contact. They reside in remote forests rich in natural resources across South America and Asia. They choose to live detached from the rest of the world, which allows them to practice their own cultures, traditions and languages. As Peoples highly dependent on their natural environment, any changes to their natural habitat can harm both the survival of individual members and the group as a whole.  
As the best protectors of the forest and biodiversity, their survival is both crucial to the protection of our planet, and to the protection of cultural and linguistic diversity. In today’s hyper-connected world, the existence of Indigenous Peoples in voluntary isolation and initial contact, and their unique Indigenous languages, is a testament to the rich and complex tapestry of humanity, and it is a huge loss to our world if they cease to exist.
The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs is organizing a virtual commemoration of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples on Friday, 9 August from 9 to 10:30am, New York time. The event will invite experts to highlight the challenges facing Indigenous Peoples in voluntary isolation and initial contact, and discuss how their rights can be effectively recognized and protected. Indigenous Peoples, Member States, UN entities, civil society, and the public are all invited. 
I am glad to be here with you all today, and I am looking forward to fruitful discussions during our session.
Thank you.
