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Thank you, Madam Chair.

AIPP and IWGIA would like to draw your attention to the ongoing development of the ASEAN Declaration on the right to a safe, clean, and sustainable environment.

Southeast Asia is a region of high biological and cultural diversity, where we, Indigenous Peoples play a vital role in conserving and managing our lands, territories, and resources. Environmental conservation and human rights cannot be respected, protected, promoted, and fulfilled without recognizing and securing the rights of Indigenous Peoples.

We, the Indigenous Peoples from ASEAN countries have voiced concerns about the lack of our voices and representation in drafting of the ASEAN Declaration.  We view the Declaration as a crucial opportunity for ASEAN Member States to recognize our historic roles and contributions as custodians of biodiversity and as key partners and knowledge holders in combating environmental challenges, including climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.  

We expressed these concerns after an in-depth two-day regional deliberation in April in Chiang Mai, Thailand. This regional meeting brought together 38 indigenous participants, and partners from 8 ASEAN Countries[endnoteRef:1], and expressed serious concerns over the lack of indigenous representation and voice that the Declaration must address as an obligation. [1:  Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam] 


On 30th April 2024, AIPP submitted a collective statement endorsed by 91 local, national, regional and international organizations, along with 26 individuals from ASEAN countries and other regions to the ASEAN Environmental Rights Working Group. This submission included textual proposals concerning our rights. 

Madam Chair,

In this context, we request the EMRIP and Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to advice and reiterate the following non-negotiable points submitted to the ASEAN Environmental Rights Working Group by Indigenous Peoples of the region: 

· Explicit use of the term “Indigenous Peoples”   
· Right to the lands, territories, and resources of Indigenous Peoples  
· Right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent of Indigenous Peoples  
· Full protection of Indigenous Peoples' Environmental Human Rights Defenders and Indigenous Women's Environmental Human Rights Defenders  
· Right to maintain, control, protect, and develop cultural heritage and knowledge of Indigenous Peoples  

Finally, we would like to request for a dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples regarding the non-negotiable points to put pressure on ASEAN member states and ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) in ensuring our rights, knowledge, and distinct identities are made an integral part of the final text of the Declaration.

Indigenous wisdom calls upon us to care for humanity and the earth so that human society may flourish for endless generations.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

