
Stocktaking report on participation of Indigenous Peoples at the UN
1. Existing procedures:
a)         What are the current venues of Indigenous Peoples' participation in your organization? In what meetings can Indigenous Peoples officially participate? Do they participate in meetings at the national or international levels? If so, where?
Indigenous People are encouraged to participate in various meetings at both national and international level, including advocacy-related events such as the World Urban Forum, World Habitat Day, and World Cities Day, as well as intergovernmental meetings like the UN-Habitat Assembly and the Executive Board meetings. UN-Habitat also engages with Indigenous Peoples for UN-Habitat organized side events to, for example, the High Level Political Forum. 
b)         What are the modalities of Indigenous Peoples’ participation? How can they participate? What can they do during the meetings? How can they influence the outcomes of the meetings?
Participation modalities include attending conferences, workshops, and forums, where Indigenous Peoples’ representatives can contribute through organizing events (such as at WUF12) making presentations, engaging in discussions, and advocating for their interests. 
Accredited organizations, including those representing Indigenous Peoples, may also make statements during intergovernmental events such as the UN-Habitat Executive Board and the UN-Habitat Assembly. 
Their inputs play a crucial role in decision-making processes and shape outcomes through constructive dialogue and collaboration.
c)         What participation criteria does your organization apply to accredit Indigenous Peoples’ participants? Do Indigenous Peoples participate as organizations? Can Indigenous Peoples’ representative institutions participate as such? Do they participate as individuals or independent experts?
UN-Habitat accredits Indigenous Peoples' participants based on established criteria, which are consistent across all stakeholder constituency groups.
d)         What are the selection criteria? What criteria does your organization use to select Indigenous Peoples to participate in the meetings?
Consideration for contributing to negotiations at UN-Habitat intergovernmental meetings takes into account factors such as the relevance of expertise and agenda items under discussion, as guided by the rules of procedure of the UN-Habitat Assembly and the UN-Habitat Executive Board.

2.         Good practices
a)         Since when have Indigenous Peoples participated in your organization's meetings? How has their participation evolved?
b)         Please briefly describe any good practices within your organization that should be considered for this report. 
UN-Habitat promotes inclusive practices, such as dedicated sessions and networking events for Indigenous Peoples, during sessions of the World Urban Forum.
An example around co-creating projects with Indigenous Peoples is the Young Gamechangers Initiative (YGI), which empowers young people, especially priority groups such as Indigenous communities, to actively participate in urban planning and development processes. This global initiative focuses on inclusivity, sustainable development, and capacity building, and equipping young leaders to integrate diverse cultural perspectives into creating resilient and vibrant cities. In Armenia, Colombia, Indigenous youth have been identified as Young Gamechangers, actively participating and bringing forward the rich and unique cultural heritage and knowledge. By contributing in their native languages, young indigenous leaders ensure that their unique perspectives are not only heard but also respected, enhancing the richness of the planning dialogue. This practice also raises awareness among other youths about the significance of heritage preservation, fostering a broader understanding and appreciation for cultural diversity in development. 
In Otavalo, Ecuador, UN-Habitat's Youth 2030 Cities SDG Localization workshops took a significant step towards inclusivity by translating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into Kichwa, the local Indigenous language. This crucial adaptation not only made the goals more accessible to the indigenous community but also facilitated deeper engagement and understanding among the participants. By ensuring that these global objectives resonate within local cultural contexts, the initiative empowered Indigenous participants to contribute more effectively to discussions and strategies aligned with their own community's development and sustainability aspirations. 
c)         Does your organization have an Indigenous advisory group or similar? If so, what are its functions?
Ongoing discussions among Member States regarding the UN-Habitat Stakeholder Engagement Policy have explored the establishment of an agency-wide stakeholder engagement mechanism. This mechanism aims to provide a better platform for the representation of Indigenous Peoples in both programmatic and thematic advisory boards, as well as intergovernmental processes.
There are advisory groups in place at UN-Habitat, but UN-Habitat does not currently have an Indigenous advisory group. Indigenous Peoples’ representatives are however participating in existing advisory groups, such as the UN-Habitat Youth Advisory Board (YAB). Established in 2008, the YAB has championed youth representation in urban development for 15 years. With a mission to provide vital insights on youth and cities to UN-Habitat, the board shapes strategies for sustainable urban growth while actively promoting youth participation.
The YAB members come from all six UN-Habitat regions and ensuring gender balance. Co-hosted by the Balikesir Metropolitan Municipality in Türkiye, it remains a platform for diverse global perspectives.
These 17 individuals will work with youth and youth-led organizations globally to ensure that their voices are heard and embraced by the UN system, assuring the no one and no place is left behind. 
https://www.unhabitatyouth.org/en/meet-the-un-habitat-youth-advisory-board-2023-2025/
d)         What success factors could be highlighted from your organization’s experience with Indigenous Peoples’ participation?

3.         Existing gaps
a)         What have been the main challenges to Indigenous Peoples’ participation in/engagement with your organization?
For the World Urban Forum specifically, Indigenous Peoples have been identified as under-represented. Funding for travel to international meetings and events such as the World Urban Forum remains difficult to obtain. 
Other challenges include language barriers, and the limited financial resources available for sustained engagement with appropriate interpretation.
UN-Habitat has also found it sometimes difficult to reach out effectively to Indigenous Peoples located in remote or rural areas. These geographical barriers not only make physical participation in meetings difficult but also limit access to communication technologies that facilitate remote engagement.
Another possible challenge can be to foster a willingness among Indigenous Peoples to engage with broader audiences, including international bodies, governments, and other ethnic groups. This reluctance can stem from past grievances, previous disrespect for their rights, and the fear of cultural dilution or misrepresentation in larger forums. 
b)         What action has your organization taken to address these gaps? 
Improving access to information and fostering meaningful engagement are key priorities for enhancement. As mentioned above, UN-Habitat has been supporting the translation of the SDGs into Indigenous languages. 
For the World Urban Forum specifically, UN-Habitat organizes a Roundtable discussion on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in urban contexts. This include six attendance slots that are financially covered by the World Urban Forum to enable Indigenous Peoples’ representatives to attend the discussions. The World Urban Forum team also aims to ensure Indigenous representation in the key events to ensure that their perspectives are included in all discussions and the outcome declarations. 
