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UN expertsissue new guidelines on Sexuality Education

GENEVA (3 March 2023) — UN experts* published last week a Compendium on
Comprehensive Sexuality Education ahead of upcoming discussions at the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and the Commission on Population and
Development (CPD), two occasions to reflect on progress made and the way

forward. They issued the following statement:

“The 75t anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a time to
reaffirm the universality and indivisibility of human rights. We believe that focus must
continue to be placed particularly on those who remain marginalised because of their
age, disability, sexual orientation, and sex and gender identity, among others. With
this Compendium, we reaffirm our collective commitment to ensuring we truly leave
no one behind.

Based on the human rights framework, this tool assembles up-to-date standards and
strongly reiterates that comprehensive sexuality education should be provided to all
and be inclusive. We welcome important developments in terms of legislation and
policies adopted by some States, in these moments of general regression related to
sexual and reproductive health rights in some regions, including abortion and
LGBTIQ+ rights. We reiterate the need to continue protecting these rights.

We take our mandates seriously and approach our responsibilities with humility,
striving to avoid harm and uphold the rights of all those involved to continue
protecting these rights, striving to avoid harm and uphold the rights of those involved.

Culture, faith and religion are important resources for humanity. The Vienna
Declaration on Human rights, which 30t anniversary we also celebrate this year,
clearly recognized the significance of national and regional particularities and
various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds. It also forcefully recalled,
however, the duty of States, regardless of their political, economic and cultural
systems, to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Through the working methods available to us, and in this important year of the 75t
anniversary, we underscore our spirit of collaboration and solidarity with all
stakeholders and importantly rights holders.

We musturge all stakeholders to embody the principles of equality, empowerment,
and non-discrimination participation in the area of sexuality education.”

ENDS


https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/compendium-comprehensive-sexuality-education
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/compendium-comprehensive-sexuality-education

* The experts: Ms. Tlaleng Mofokeng, Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Mr. Victor
Madrigal-Borloz, Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity, Ms. Dorothy Estrada Tanck (Chair), Ms.
Ilvana Radaci¢ (Vice-Chair), Ms. Elizabeth Broderick, Ms. Meskerem Geset Techane and
Ms. Melissa Upreti, Working Group on discrimination against women and girls and Ms.
Farida Shaheed, Special Rapporteur on the rightto education

Forinquiries and media requests, please contact: Karin Hechenleitner Schacht
(karin.hechenleitner@un.org)

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts please contact
Maya Derouaz maya.derouaz@un.org or Dharisha Indraguptha
(dharisha.indraguptha@un.orq)

Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on Twitter:
@UN_SPExperts

Concerned aboutthe world we live in?
Then STAND UP for someone’s rights today.
#Standup4humanrights
and visit the web page at http.//www.standup4humanrights.org
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