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The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office and other International
Organizations in Geneva, presents its compliments to the Chief of the Special Procedures Branch -
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights — OHCHR in Geneva, and has the honor to refer to
the latter's note dated May 13" 2024, and its attachment the letter addressed by the Special
Rapporteur on the right to food, concerning the request of information, in the preparation of his
2024 thematic report to be presented to the 79" session of the UN General Assembly, which will
focus on the issue of “starvation through the lens of human rights and with an emphasis on the
Palestinian People's Food Sovereignty”.

The Permanent Missicn of the State of Qatar has the honor attach, herewith the requested
information, as received from the Competent Authorities in the State of Qatar.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Chief
of the Special Procedures Branch - Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights = OHCHR in
Geneva, the assurances of its highest consideratien.

UNOG-0OHCHR
Palais Des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Email: hrc-sr-food@un.org

27 - 29, Avenue du Bouchet — 1209 Genéve Tel. 022 798 85 00 — Fax: 022 791 04 85

=D.A_ 161472 F-mail : aeneva@mofa.aov.aa
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Pamine from a Human Rights Perspective with a Focus on the Food Sovereignty of the
Palestinian People
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The Israeli occupation forces continue to employ a deliberate policy of starvation against civilians in the Gaza
Strip, using it as a tactic of warfare. This strategy involves the systematic destruction of various food resources
and livelihoods, obstruction of humanitarian access, and the complete denial of assistance in certain areas.
The continuous closure of border crossings and severe restrictions on the entry of goods exacerbate the
situation. Additionally, the targeting of relief workers, convoys, and food aid warehouses, along with the
destruction of health infrastructure, impedes the treatment of those suffering from malnutrition. These
actions constitute flagrant violations of international humanitarian law, which explicitly prohibits the
starvation of civilians and mandates that the occupying power ensure the protection, provision of food, and

facilitation of humanitarian aid to civilians.

The Consequences of Depriving Civilians in Gaza of the Right to Food and Humanitarian
Assistance during Wartime

As a direct result of the starvation Bl

it Food I8 ecdimy Fenruaty 2024

G Friom e F024 - Mar 2024 Propeclers From e 2624 - Jai 5124

policy, the vast majority of the
population in Gaza suffers from
food insecurity, varying degrees of
malnutrition, particularly among
the most vulnerable groups, such
as children under five, patients,

pregnant or nursing women, and

the elderly. According to the
Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) indicators and

projection from March to July 2024, Gaza and North Gaza are effectively in the famine phase (Phase 5), the
highest and most severe level of this classification.' These indicators reflect a low level of food insecurity for
all residents of the Strip, with 1.1 million facing catastrophic level of food insecurity “hunger”, while the

remainder faces critical and emergency levels of food insecurity.?

The continued restrictions at border crossings, the enforcement of the blockade, forced displacement of
civilians, obstruction of humanitarian aid, and recent military developments have all exacerbated the famine
risks and their consequences in Gaza strip. The most recent Israeli occupation forces' storming and closure
of the Rafah crossing on May 6, 2024, which was the main entry point for the humanitarian aid, has further
intensified the crisis. Additionally, restrictions on the operations and funding of the United Nations Relief

conclusions-and-recommendations
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and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRW A), the largest humanitarian agency capable of assisting

those affected in Gaza, have worsened the situation.

Without urgent international intervention to enforce the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council
and the International Court of Justice, which mandate Israel to allow the passage of food aid, the hunger
crisis is likely to worsen. This will lead to a dramatic increase in excessive mortality rates due to severe

malnutrition, especially among children and women.

The Role of Qatar Red Crescent in Responding to the Humanitarian Disaster in the Food
Security Sector since the Onset of the War on Gaza, Including Successive Announcements from
the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification and the Recent Special Rapporteur's Report

on the Risk of Famine

Qatar Red Crescent has been actively engaged in addressing the humanitarian disaster in Gaza, particularly
in the food security sector, through a series of coordinated interventions and relief efforts. These efforts are

vital in mitigating the severe impacts of the ongoing conflict and blockade on the civilian population.

¢ Qatari Aid Bridge: Qatar Red Crescent participates in the Qatari aid bridge launched by the State of
Qatar as an urgent response to assist those affected in the Gaza Strip. This initiative, coordinated
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Qatar Fund for Development, has involved, until the
end of May 115 flights to Al-Arish, 97 of which carried over 4,766 tons of relief supplies, in addition
to a ship carrying around 1,208 tons of urgent aid for those affected in Gaza.

¢ Emergency Response Mobilization: Qatar Red Crescent has mobilized its resources to support an
urgent response for those affected in the Gaza Strip. The field office team in Gaza continues to
operate under extremely challenging humanitarian conditions, including repeated displacement, the
threat of bombings, and resource shortages, with the aim of facilitating the implementation of
emergency relief interventions. Simultaneously, other teams work in parallel at the headquarters and
field offices in Amman and Turkey, along with coordination teams in Arish, to enhance the
humanitarian response. This coordinated effort is conducted in close partnership with QRCS’s
partners from the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, including the Palestinian
Red Crescent, the Egyptian Red Crescent, and active international organizations.

e Emergency Food Assistance from QRCS:

- Examples of the food assistance provided by Qatar Red Crescent include the distribution of
296,680 hot cooked meals to support food security and combat hunger in various areas of the Gaza
Strip. Additionally, 9,250 comprehensive food baskets, 11,400 ready-to-eat food baskets, 3,500
vegetable baskets, 100,309 self-heating meals, and 1,500 cans of baby formula were sent to aid
families in need.

- During the initial flights of the air bridge, food supplies were sent to support the preparation of
quick food baskets for families. These supplies included 500 tons of flour, 210 tons of dates, 20,000

bottles of cooking oil, 25 tons of rice, and 800 tons of various other food items.

Qatar Red Crescent Report as Part of the State of Qatar's Contribution to infomarcs org.qa | WWW.Qres.qa 3
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- Qatar Red Crescent has launched a project to provide 23,000 comprehensive food baskets in
partnership with the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization, through Jordan, to enter Gaza via
the Erez and Kerem Shalom crossings. Seventy percent of these baskets have already reached Gaza,

with the remainder expected to arrive in the coming weeks.

e Participation in the International Conference on Food Justice from a Human Rights Perspective:
Qatar Red Crescent participated in the International Conference on Food Justice from a Human
Rights Perspective held in Doha in February 2024, organized by the National Human Rights
Committee of Qatar. The conference resulted in the Doha Declaration, which emphasized the
criminalization of denying the right to food and the danger of using starvation of civilians as a

weapon of war in the Gaza Strip.

Efforts to design and implement additional projects and interventions are ongoing, underscoring Qatar Red

Crescent’s continued commitment to addressing the humanitarian needs in Gaza and beyond.

How Does QRCS Contribute to Fighting Famine in Gaza, Sudan, and Other Regions?

Over the years, QRCS has consistently prioritized food and food security in Gaza at the forefront of its
humanitarian interventions. QRCS has enhanced and supported this sector through various direct and
indirect initiatives. For example, QRCS has continued to implement projects aimed at improving nutritional
conditions for marginalized groups with specific dietary needs, such as patients with Phenylketonuria (PKU).
Additionally, QRCS regularly carries out projects to provide and distribute food parcels and supplies to the
most needy families in Gaza. QRCS has also implemented projects to provide healthy meals to hospitalized
patients in Gaza. Annually, QRCS conducts seasonal projects like Iftar meals during Ramadan and Qurbani

(sacrificial meat distribution) projects.

QRCS adopts an integrated sectoral approach in its work, recognizing the intersection of food security with
other sectors. For instance, QRCS has implemented water and sanitation projects aimed at treating and
reusing wastewater for irrigation, thereby helping to maintain and even increase agricultural production in
Gaza. These projects also contribute to recharging groundwater reserves, thus addressing water scarcity and
drought issues. Furthermore, QRCS has implemented economic empowerment projects for poor families,
helping them generate income and meet their basic food needs. Such interventions ultimately enhance food
sovereignty for the Palestinian people in Gaza, strengthen their resilience, and enable them to make the best

use of their resources.

QRCS works in cooperation with the Palestinian Red Crescent to implement diverse food programs in the
West Bank, especially through seasonal projects (Ramadan, winter relief, Qurbani) targeting the most needy
families. Previously, QRCS has implemented various livelihood projects, such as sewing workshops and

beekeeping initiatives.

In Sudan, QRCS participates in the Qatari airlift for relief that began following the outbreak of internal
conflict in April 2023. In partnership with the Qatar Fund for Development, QRCS has sent 18 aid flights,

Qatar Red Crescent Report as Part of the State of Qatar's Contribution to info@arcs.o rg.qa | WWW.Qrces.qa 4
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delivering various types of food, health supplies, and other aid. QRCS was among the first organizations to
respond on the ground to those affected by the conflict, with its Sudan office team leading the humanitarian
response by providing food baskets in shelters during the first weeks. Over 100,000 individuals have benefited

from these food baskets so far.

For mor than 10 years, QRCS works for enhancing food security and livelihoods in Sudan by providing
sustainable agricultural practices and ownership of productive projects. These programs aim to improve

nutritional and health status, reducing malnutrition and promoting society productivity.

What Actions of Solidarity and Care Does QRCS Provide for the Palestinian People?

Qatar Red Crescent (QRCS) is dedicated to providing comprehensive and integrated services to the people
of Gaza, aiming to alleviate the impacts of ongoing and escalating wars and chronic humanitarian crises in
the region. These efforts are conducted in continuous collaboration and coordination with service providers
and humanitarian organizations. QRCS’s interventions span all main sectors of humanitarian work, including

health, water and sanitation, shelter, education, and food security and nutrition.

Over the years, QRCS has implemented more than 144 projects across all these sectors in Gaza. These projects
have targeted the entire population, either directly or indirectly, with a total budget exceeding 115 million
uUsD.

In addition to its work in Gaza, QRCS collaborates with the Palestinian Red Crescent to deliver essential food

and medical programs in the West Bank.
How Does QRCS Work to Enhance Food Sovereignty for the Palestinian People?

Throughout its years of operation in Gaza and in line with its relief and development goals, Qatar Red
Crescent has implemented numerous multi-sectoral projects to enhance the food sovereignty of the
Palestinian people. These interventions include projects aimed at economically empowering poor families in
Gaza by funding small income-generating projects. Many of these projects focus on accessing and utilizing
natural resources sustainably. Additionally, QRCS has carried out water and sanitation projects aimed at
reusing treated water for irrigation. This initiative supports farmers by maintaining and even increasing

agricultural production in Gaza, thereby bolstering their resilience and sustainability.
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Recommendations

® TImmediate and Sustainable Ceasefire: It is crucial to work towards an immediate and sustainable

ceasefire to prevent the worsening of hunger and food insecurity among the population in Gaza.

® Unhindered Humanitarian Aid: There is an urgent need to allow the free flow of humanitarian aid,

especially food aid, to all areas of Gaza, as well as the movement of goods.

® Nutrition and Health Programs: Focus on nutritional and health programs to treat acute and chronic

malnutrition, particularly among children, to mitigate its impact on their overall health.

® Lifting the Blockade: The blockade must be lifted, and the crossings must be opened after the end of
the conflict. Without lifting the blockade on Gaza and protecting citizens' food resources, such as
agriculture and fishing, across the occupied territories, achieving food sovereignty for the Palestinian

people will remain difficult.
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