FIAN Input
Key questions and types of input/comments sought
General
1. How can human rights provide a way of generating an “early warning” to prevent starvation?

Currently, there are several early warning systems that exist to give out ‘early warnings’ in cases of ongoing and upcoming acute food crises. However, there doesn't seem to be enough evidence that shows the impact of such early warnings, particularly in the disbursement of aid and mobilization of the international community. Furthermore, at the moment much of the decision making and response around crises comes from “above” - high level and often external “experts”. It’s not clear how grassroots and community information is feeding into the monitoring or response of food crises. 

The current ways of monitoring food crisis and famine tell the story of what has already happened and not what will happen. An effective and actual “early” warning system needs to look not only at food security and nutrition numbers, but also at the broader context. We know from past food crises and famines that these situations do not happen in a vacuum, nor can we distinguish between national or international crises, as there are many factors that create the outcomes of hunger and malnutrition.  Many of these countries and communities experiencing extreme situations of hunger and malnutrition have pre-existing weakened or stressed food systems for different, often over lapping, reasons which include, for example, crop failures/climate, trade disruptions, occupation over resources, lack of community control over land/high rates of corporate control, and lack of biodiversity and policies which encourage native seed use.  In these contexts, territorial food systems are fragmented and out of the community’s control, which is increasingly becoming the global norm.

 Additionally, in many of these contexts we can look at issues such as political shifts towards authoritarianism, increased rates of violence, and other factors which are strong indications for issues which will have extreme negative impacts on ESC rights. Looking at the bigger picture, in conjunction with the food security data, can provide a broader outlook as well as indications to early-onset solutions.  

The process to identify what those indicators are /could be is important, particularly looking at it from an ESC rights perspective. Additionally, the aid disbursement system must also be re-organized in a way to ensure ample aid and support is distributed before or at the first indications of crises. 
A human rights approach by design would ensure that the most impacted communities and groups are at the center of dialogue and decision making, including the collecting of data that informs level of crisis and response. Some factors and issues that must be taken into consideration include: 
· Use of grassroots information, data collection, and monitoring to have more real time and diverse information sources 
· Utilizing qualitative data resources from communities most affected


2. If starvation is caused by political failures, what international institutional changes are necessary to avoid such failures?

Starvation occurs in situations where food systems are already under stress/ lack community control, and more specifically where communities/the local population lacks control of over land and other natural resources, either due to occupation, corporate control over resources (which also means mono-cropping, less diverse foods/not growing food for consumption), or long-term, systemic extraction and abuse of natural resources.

Some points to consider:
-Rome based agencies (and humanitarian structures) need to better communicate and coordinate; Systems of monitoring, analysis should also connect with or better support structures of accountability so information collected can be used to attribute accountability (particularly, legal). 
-IPC should report state of crises in countries/communities at risk of crisis level food insecurity at least annually during the CFS session. 
-Recognition and enforcement of right to food human rights commitments globally, and use and implementation of the CFS Framework for Action for Food Insecurity in Protracted Crises (FFA) 

3. The last two famines, as measured by the IPC were Somalia in 2011 and South Sudan in 2017. What were the root causes of famine in each case and who was responsible? What lessons were learned about preventing famine from those two situations?
-For South Sudan- we have this article from the Right to Food and Nutrition Watch 2013 edition regarding the state of land grabbing in South Sudan which indicates that in the moment the country gained independence, the amount of land under foreign and corporate control was/is significant, creating food systems stressors : see page 65 https://www.righttofoodandnutrition.org/files/Watch_2013_Full_Watch_ENG.pdf 

4. What are the root causes of food insecurity in places where this is currently a high risk of famine like Burkina Faso, Mali, South Sudan and Sudan or places of emergency conditions of acute food security such as Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Haiti, Pakistan, Somalia, the Syrian Arab Republic, and Yemen?

There cannot be a universal scale for measuring all contexts of food insecurity, however there are some similar attributes across these countries, for example:
·  Lack of (current and historical) control over food systems/lack of food sovereignty, and people’s sovereignty more broadly
· High rates of colonialism, (neo)colonialism and prioritization of interest of foreign governments and corporations over human rights and democratic processes
· Rampant extractivism 
· Foreign funded/pushed conflict/proxy wars
· Misguided humanitarian efforts (intentionally and unintentionally)
· Targeted destruction of agricultural lands and infrastructure. 

In terms of sources, we can share on these countries: 
· Burkina Faso: Please contact FIAN Burkina Faso  

The Right to Food and Nutrition Watch holds information on many issues and countries relevant to this report, including: 
· Is the Right to Food in Emergencies the Right Path?  has a more general analysis and critique, as well as specific contributions and cases from: Yemen (p. 93) , Haiti (p. 97), and on children’s rights  (p 91)
· South Sudan 

Other resources relevant to this topic: 
CSIPM report monitoring the use and implementation of the CFS Framework for Action for Food Insecurity in Protracted Crises containing community experiences of food insecurity in crises, clear recommendations for relevant actors and an FFA monitoring tool.  

Palestine and the Palestinian People
5. What actions of solidarity and care are you providing the Palestinian people? Please explain why this work is an act of solidarity.
· Technical support/ human rights analysis to inform advocacy and policy spaces, and supporting Palestinian voices in UN advocacy spaces:
· Joint FIAN-UAWC briefing implementing a right to food analysis on the genocide in Gaza: https://www.fian.org/files/is/htdocs/wp11102127_GNIAANVR7U/www/files/Gaza%20briefing_FIAN_UAWC_fin.pdf  
· Joint HRC Side event on the right to food and food sovereignty

· Spaces of collective solidarity with Palestinian organizations and other partners from NGOs and philanthropy seeking to leverage resources and technical support towards strategic advocacy and solidarity in Palestine  

6. What should be done to enhance the Palestinian People’s food sovereignty and how can Palestinian peasants, small-scale fishers, pastoralists and small food producers be supported?

There can be no food sovereignty under occupation. There must be an end to the occupation and people’s right to self-determination must be realized. 
