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Contribution to a UN report on the right to food and fisheries

Replies from National Secretary Fabrizio De Pascale

What do you see as the main threats facing fish industry workers today?
National, European and international policies, which are all too often inspired by ideological motivations and geared exclusively towards the conservation of resources, but which fail to take into account, beforehand, either the point of view of fishermen, also for the purposes of their effectiveness and application, or the economic stakes and social aspects of the measures adopted.
 Such measures are often adopted on the basis of insufficient and incomplete scientific data, and without any prior, careful assessment of their economic and social impact on fishing businesses, fishermen and the communities that depend on fishing.

What's more, in defining these measures, fishing and fishermen are seen as the only or main culprits in the depletion of resources, while all the other aspects that affect the depletion of resources are not taken into account (global warming, pollution, the presence of plastics and microplastics, marine exploration and the installation of wind turbines, etc.). 

The consequence is that, even from a media perspective, fishing is seen as a dangerous activity for the environment and fishermen as the only ones responsible for the degradation of resources. On the contrary, we need to restore dignity to a sector that helps meet the food needs of millions of people around the world; but above all we need to restore dignity to fishermen and recognise their role as guardians of the sea and the value of their work.

In your opinion, how could the issues of modern slavery, exploitation, human trafficking and child labour be addressed in national and international policies?

What national laws or international standards could be implemented to better serve and protect the interests of workers in the fishing industry?
The illegal exploitation of people in fishing activities includes both the non-respect of labour rights (working conditions, safety at work, social security, equitable remuneration), as well as the more dramatic and criminal aspects, such as slavery, trafficking and child labour.

 The solution to trying to reduce these phenomena is to link, at national and international level, the application and respect of ILO Fundamental Conventions and Convention 188 on work in fishing with the FAO Agreement on measures that can be adopted by port states against illegal fishing.
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