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This document responds to the Call on the right to food and sustainable small-scale fishing. It is presented by the Food Security Observatory Food Monitor Program, focused on assessing human rights violations related to access to food and clean water in Cuba. Below, we provide our contributions to the questions raised.

1. What are the main human rights challenges faced by small-scale fishers and those working in the fishing sector in your country?

People engaged in fishing in Cuba face a series of challenges that directly impact their human rights. The crisis in the fishing sector, exacerbated by factors such as overfishing, water pollution, invasive species, and the effects of climate change, has led to a drastic decrease in the consumption of maritime products in the country. This situation affects the right to adequate food, as per capita consumption of maritime products has significantly decreased from approximately 18 kilograms in 1989 to 4 kilograms at present.

The lack of political will by the Cuban government to address deficiencies in the fishing sector also contributes to challenges; Cuban citizens face limitations in accessing these products. The paralysis of the Cuban maritime fleet since 1992, the lack of investments in infrastructure, and the absence of basic elements for small-scale fishing, such as nylon, hooks, and nets, are key obstacles.

2. What good practices could be shared from your country that have strengthened the recognition, protection, and resources for small-scale fishers and those working in the fishing sector?

To address these challenges, it would be crucial to implement good practices that strengthen the recognition, protection, and resources for small-scale fishers. The Cuban government should demonstrate firm political will by implementing a national plan that promotes the recovery of the offshore fishing fleet. Revenues generated from exports could be reinvested to improve fishing infrastructure and ensure constant access to essential inputs needed for fishing.

Consider reviewing policies that facilitate active participation of fishing communities in decision-making and political processes related to the fishing sector. This would ensure proper representation and consideration of the specific needs of those dependent on fishing for their livelihoods.

3. To what extent have small-scale fishing, coastal communities, and those working in the fishing sector been included in national and international political processes related to the fishing sector?

The participation of small-scale fishing, coastal communities, and workers in the fishing sector in national and international political processes is crucial to address their needs and challenges. Additionally, the Fisheries Law, by establishing in Article 32 violations to the fishing regime, such as "fishing without due authorization or proper license," criminalizes small-scale fishing and fishing for survival. This situation is exacerbated considering that licenses are granted based on political affinity, and opponents and dissenters to the regime cannot obtain these fishing licenses to work independently.

4. What are the main concerns regarding working conditions in the production and distribution chain of fishing? Which parts of the production and distribution chain are the most dangerous or problematic?

Concerns in the production and distribution chain of fishing in Cuba are of various types. The lack of large-scale infrastructure limits the capacity to meet the needs of the 11 million Cubans. Precarious access to basic supplies for fishermen, along with limitations imposed on small-scale fishing, creates significant difficulties in ensuring the minimum necessary for their subsistence.

The new Fisheries Law, approved in July 2019, although it has increased licenses and legalized previously prohibited practices, has not significantly improved the situation of small-scale fishers. The law has focused more on controlling maritime resources than on the well-being of those dependent on them. Dangerous working conditions, lack of access to vessel construction and repair services, and the absence of basic elements for everyday fishing are critical concerns in different parts of the fishing production and distribution chain.
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