Small-scale fishers in Guyana
There are between 8,000 and 12,000 artisanal fishers in Guyana. In economic terms, artisanal fisheries count as a ‘minor’ contributor to Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, fishers are major in terms of local livelihoods, and provisioning of fish protein to coastal communities who make up >80 percent of Guyana’s population of 800,000.

The deep-water oil fields in production since December 2019 lie about 100 nautical miles (180 km) offshore and are described as “the last great frontier of the offshore oil boom”. As a recent article noted: “Thirty-two out of 37 of the Exxon-led group's well tests have turned up oil, by far the industry's highest success rate in modern history, Bank of America analysts said in a June note. The group is expected to pump more than one million barrels a day throughout the 2030s, according to analyst Schreiner Parker of energy research firm Rystad”.
High-risk oil exploration and production activities lie beyond the traditional fishing grounds of the demersal stocks targeted by the gill-netting fishermen. But multi-generational fishers say that the declines in fish catches accelerated with deep-sea oil exploration and seismic surveys in the 21st century and track with their declining livelihoods.  The Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) prepared for the oil companies state that (a) the oil fields are so far offshore that any negative environmental effects will not reach the fishermen, the traditional fishing grounds or the shoreline except under unusual conditions of wind and current; (b) the northwest direction of the main Guiana Current will carry pollutants from the Floating Production Storage and Offloading (FPSOs) vessels, including oil spills usually away from the coastline into the Caribbean Sea; (c) wind and currents will rapidly dissipate negative effects; (d) fish ova and juveniles sucked into and killed by the pumps on the FPSOs are not likely to be the demersal species targeted by the fishermen.  The requirements of Guyana’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for oil field monitoring mainly would not provide assurance of insignificant negative effects.
The EPA has never required the oil companies to map the fish nurseries, feeding grounds or migration paths of fish populations in their Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs). Nor have any before/after effects of oil field operations on the important artisanal sector been tracked by either Guyanese authorities or the oil companies.
Fishers lack a politically effective voice. The few functioning fishers’ associations only represent boat owners, not the fishers who make up the crews. Fishing crews work for a share of the catch; they are not paid for days at sea. There is no office to which fishers can go to report their observations that include the following:
1. Platform supply vessels moving between the offshore FPSO vessels and Guyana’s shores cross and obstruct the traditional but undemarcated fishing grounds, claiming right-of-way. Guyana’s Maritime Administration Department (MARAD) places ‘Notices to Mariners’ in the major newspapers that notify about vessel traffic and marine safety exclusion zones. However the majority of fishers are illiterate and do not buy or read newspapers and so are not informed by official marine safety notices and exclusions. Fishers have reported that the ships that service the oil fields pose dangers to navigation and have damaged their fishing lines and nets. On the few occasions when compensation was paid, the amounts were set by the government jointly with the oil companies/contractors without a negotiation process; there was no implementation of Free, Prior and Informed Consent. The EPA said that a Trinidadian firm of consultants was used to inform the fishers’ cooperatives before production started.  
2. Noise. Operations which are affecting fish populations include the pulses of air guns used in 3-D and 4-D seismic surveys carried out since 2000, mechanical drilling of exploratory, production and re-injection wells, mechanical and hydraulic piling of supports for subsea structures such as well heads and manifolds.
3. Pollution from the FPSOs and drillships of liquid wastes. ExxonMobil secured permission from the EPA to dump up to 400,000 barrels of contaminated produced water and flare 45 mmscf of associated gas per day from the two FPSOs in operation in 2022. That figure will increase to two million barrels of produced water daily when the planned 10 FPSOs are in operation, and will continue for 20 years.
4. Without consulting the fishermen, the government contracted removal of wrecks which the oil companies alleged were obstructing vessels’ travel between drillships and FPSOs and shorebases. Fishers said that the wrecks had served as fish accumulating devices (FADs) and that they have not been compensated for their loss. 
5. Disturbance to fish habitat and nurseries. Geophysical and geotechnical surveys, bottom profiling, surveys and trenching for fibre optic cables and gas-to-energy pipelines. 
6. The sea bed drilling and the emplacement of sub-sea structures for the production of oil and re-injection of associated gas and treated seawater, to maintain reservoir pressure have cumulative impacts on marine life, including what fishers term ‘vibrations in the water’.  Sound travels well in water, the oil companies acknowledge the negative effects on cetaceans and turtles but not on fish.
7. Poaching. The oil workers are illegally fishing off their vessels without permits, allegedly catching high-value tuna species. 
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