This is a contribution from the South East European Network for Professionalization of Media (SEENPM):
In 2021, our network conducted research on media trust and media gender issues in the Western Balkans, with some findings relevant to the topic of gendered disinformation. A regional overview provides links to national studies. 
More recently, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, SEENPM member Mediacentar Sarajevo monitored how different types of harmful narratives, including disinformation, about women politicians were being spread in the media and on social networks during the election campaign 2022. The monitoring focused on the ways gender and gender roles are used in election campaigns and how harmful narratives targeting women candidates can affect the election process.
The danger of such narratives lies not only in mere disinformation and manipulation of voters, and diverting attention from serious political issues, but also in the normalization of verbal violence against women in public space, Mediacentar specialists explain.
“This has unfathomable, long-term consequences for the position of women in society, it is a step back in the fight against gender-based violence”, says Maida Muminović from Mediacentar Sarajevo.
A comprehensive analytical report on harmful narratives based on several months of research will soon be published. In the meantime, Mediacentar Sarajevo presents the main research findings through infographics on its social networks.
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