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(Courtesy translation)

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents
its compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Special Procedure Branch, and with reference to its letter dated 07
February 2022, has the honour to attach herewith the contribution of the
Government of the Republic of Iraq regarding the questionnaire of the
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary, or arbitrary executions on
“practices for the investigation, documentation and prevention of death in
custody in the criminal justice context”.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Special Procedure Branch, the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Geneva, 3" March 2023

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights -
Special Procedure Branch - Geneva
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Contribution of the Iraqi government regarding the questionnaire of the Special Rapporteur on

extrajudicial, summary, or arbitrary executions

. The Human Rights Directorate, through its Monitoring Department and field visits

submit periodic reports showing the number of deaths, causes of death and the
geographical division of deaths based on the reports submitted by the correctional
divisions of the Iraqi Reform Directorate.

. The Iraqi Prisoners Reform Law specifies the legal provisions that are in force when

cases of death occur.

Article (8-First-Second) clarified that the inmate is not received until the issuance of a
medical report issued by a specialized medical agency in which the health, physical
and psychological condition of the inmate is determined.

Articles (11-16) of chapter Five, entitled Health Care for inmates, set out all the points
related to health care for inmates and from all aspects to ensure a good health
condition for inmates.

The Correction Department is obligated to notify the inmate's family of cases of
injury, illness, or death that the inmate is exposed to in accordance with article (57) of
the law.

The concerned authorities in the Correction Department are committed to conducting
an administrative investigation through three persons in the investigative report
specifying the details of the death and the procedures followed by the competent
authorities. The investigation report is accompanied by a forensic report that explains
the causes of death and whether they were natural or not, in addition to sending the
papers to the concerned police station to complete the judicial investigation
procedures and the competent judge's endorsement of them, with the presentation that
the investigation procedures are not completed except after determining the causes of
death by the forensic doctor and submit the administrative investigation priorities to
the responsible authorities in the correction department for the purpose of approving
to send it to the competent police station to complete the judicial investigation and
presenting it to the competent judge to issue a decision regarding it.

When enacting the current prison reform law, Iraq relied on several internationally
approved principles regarding prison inmates, the investigation of death events, and
any procedures and work rules stipulated by international principles regarding
correctional services.
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