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Background

Many African Union member states enforce discriminatory domestic policies and legislation that exclude sexual minorities from access to fundamental human rights, e.g. same sex orientation can lead to the death penalty in Mauritania, Sudan, Somalia, and Yemen. Others such as Nigeria, Ghana, Uganda, and Kenya uphold colonial “buggery laws”, which impedes realization of universal human rights, IE-SOGI (2023, pp.5-6). In Nigeria where sharia law in some Northern states may proscribe the death sentence for homosexual acts, “enactment of the Same Sex Marriage Prohibition Act, 2019 has been a major setback to the protection of rights, not just of the LGBTI+ community,” UNDP (2023); the Ghanian parliament has also proposed similar discriminatory legislation be enforced. 


Case Studies 
The following examples illustrate where international human rights norms fail to protect African sexual minorities’ fundamental right to life.                                      
 
                                                                                                                   Uganda’s Anti-Homosexuality Act 2023
“Since the Anti-Homosexuality Act 2023 was first tabled in the Ugandan parliament, LGBTIQ+ persons (have) experienced intensified violence and discrimination. (Human rights) violations and abuses escalated and continue to escalate, compounded by social and traditional media (…) authorities and security agencies such as the Police have also conducted raids of LGBTIQ+ housing shelters and civic organizations (...) real and perceived LGBTIQ+ persons were exposed, tortured, beaten, arrested, outed, and suffered physical, sexual and psychological violence (..,) Frequently, the media sensationally reported cases of suspected LGBTIQ+ persons and called for their elimination”, SRT Uganda (2023).                                                         
                                                                   Alleged human rights violations in Kakuma Refugee Camp, Kenya
Following enactment of an earlier anti-homosexuality law in 2014, many LGBTQ+ Ugandans emigrated to Kenya to avoid persecution. However, LGBTI people allegedly face discrimination, harassment, and violence in Kenya also. In August 2023 a panel discussion hosted by Amnesty International outlined the following,
LGBTQ+ African refugees (including Ugandans fleeing homophobic persecution) in Kakuma Refugee Camp feel unsafe as they are often violently assaulted by other (homophobic) refugees and locals. This allegedly led to an incident where an LGBTQ+ African refugee died because of violence. Nonetheless, perpetrators of violence against African LGBTQ+ refugees in the camp allegedly are treated with impunity as nothing generally happens to them, even when their abuse is reported to local police.  On the other hand, authorities allegedly intimidate African LGBTQ+ refugees, e.g. LGBT+ refugees who are activists allegedly were arrested, detained, and in some instances had their mobile phones confiscated, and their refugee status revoked, Kakuma (2023).

Conclusion & Recommendations
Vision 2030 stakeholders have identified the need to “harness the African human rights system and the UN system within the realms of the SDGs, rights and development”, to protect sexual minorities from violations, UNDP (2023). Evidence-based data analysis highlights that LGBTQ+ Africans disproportionately experience physical violence, verbal, and psychological abuse which in some instances is state sanctioned. 
“The Permanent Forum welcomes more inclusive spaces for people of African descent, which are pertinent to reducing societal stigma and racism. More needs to be done to realize human rights for all people of African descent in terms of addressing intersectionality and additional contexts affecting vulnerable groups,” UNGA (2023, p.16).                                                                                                                               
The Permanent Forum of People of African descent therefore, 
“Urges United Nations agencies, funds, and programs to collaborate closely with it to expedite the development of disaggregated data-collection practices, analyses, and evidence-based projects on people of African descent and their intersections (including sexual minorities),
 Strongly encourages the inclusion of indicators and data on racial disparities, especially as they affect people of African descent and their often multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination (including sexual minorities), in the monitoring and implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.” UNGA (2023, pp.16-17).
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