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Strengthening the capacity of OHCHR to operationalize economic, social and cultural rights 


· Great pleasure to join you today.

· Human rights are an essential lever for sustainable development, and – as I will outline –  there is a great demand for OHCHR’s specialist engagement on the ground.

· Specifically on our topic today, let me start by confirming that DCO and the wider RC system are very appreciative of the collaborative approach with OHCHR on promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights. 

· DCO works very closely with OHCHR, in particular through the network of 131 Resident Coordinators and RC Offices that we oversee.  Our RCs rely heavily on expert advice and support from OHCHR. 

Allow me to outline a few ways we achieve this cooperation:

· First, one of the most important tools through which we collaborate, is new generation Common Country Analyses (CCAs) and UN Cooperation Frameworks led by impartial and empowered Resident Coordinators.

· I’d like to thank OHCHR for its leadership in the 2022 inter-agency review of the integration of human rights, gender equality and leave no one behind in new generation CCAs and UN Cooperation Frameworks. Follow up on the implementation of the associated recommendations is a priority for 2023. 

· Relatedly, OHCHR has also provided excellent engagement in the development of the system-wide output indicator framework for measuring UN contributions to the SDGs at country level, which is being rolled out this year to enable better reporting on how UN teams are making a difference on the SDGs – and by extension on human rights – on the ground.

· Second, we rely on OHCHR’s technical capacities and inputs to ensure the full and coherent integration of human rights in policies, guidance and tools for the UN development system, enabling us to translate the mandates under the 2020 Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review into our support to countries.  Initiatives such as the UNSDG Good Practice Note for UN Country Teams on Leaving No One Behind (LNOB), the online courses on the Human Rights Based Approach, gender equality and women’s empowerment and LNOB, and the recent repository of good practices on the Universal Periodic Review (co-led by UNDP and OHCHR) have all drawn on OHCHR’s expertise on economic, social and cultural rights. 

· Third, another important collaboration is with OHCHR treaty bodies, special procedures and the UPR branch. DCO and OHCHR recently shared a joint communication with 131 Resident Coordinators (RCs) and UN Country Teams (UNCTs) on expected engagement with the UN human rights mechanisms for 2023.  And this collaboration enables RCs and UNCTs to better support countries in their efforts to respect and fulfil their human rights obligations and commitments under international law as a critical tool to operationalize the 2030 Agenda and its pledge to leave no one behind. Last year, DCO in cooperation with UPR branch set up early dialogues between RCs of countries being reviewed in the 4th cycle with the UPR Secretariat, to strategize jointly on how to support national  priorities on the 2030 Agenda. So far 17 country dialogues were organised and the feedback from RCs has been outstandingly positive. 

In terms of how these avenues of engagement get translated into action on rights at country level, let me share an update on the Human Rights Mainstreaming Fund.

· This Fund is an invaluable source of support to the UN development system, including Resident Coordinators leading 131 UN Country Teams, for advancing economic, social and cultural rights for sustainable development and resilient societies.  Through this critical, inter-agency pooled fund, we have been able to further institutionalize the integration of human rights in development work, including through funding key inter-agency initiatives led by OHCHR that provide expert advisory capacities for RCs and UNCTs.  

· The Human Rights Adviser programme is a key example. HRAs are deployed at the request of UNCTs to provide expert advisory support to Resident Coordinators, UN Country Teams, and national partners in countries where there is no OHCHR in-country presence.  They catalyse the systematic integration of human rights in the programmatic works of UNCTs, enhance advocacy on key human rights issues by RCs and UNCTs and support States to strengthen their engagement with human rights mechanisms, including the Universal Periodic Review and recommendations from treaty bodies and special procedures.  HRAs report to Resident Coordinators and draw on the institutional capacity and thematic guidance of OHCHR, including on economic and social rights.  

· The Surge Initiative is another programme supported by the Human Rights Mainstreaming Fund.  Through this programme, OHCHR provides technical support, including from macroeconomic specialists, to UN Country Teams in the context of UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks and Common Country Analyses to accelerate the realization of economic and social rights and creating the conditions to build back better, leave no one behind and reduce inequalities – all of which are key to achieving the SDGs. 

· For example in Zambia, the Human Rights Advisor supported the joint Government UN-EU-World Bank Task Force, which conducted a COVID-19 pandemic recovery needs assessment amid a debt crisis and risks of instability. The Surge Initiative’s analysis of the impact of debt-servicing on economic and social rights and possible options to expand fiscal space for increased social spending through progressive taxation were incorporated into the recommendations of the COVID-19 needs assessment report, leading to a decision by the Government to continue increasing its social sector spending.

· The Surge Initiative technical support has informed various UNCT advocacy, policy and programming initiatives with national counterparts and IFIs on, for example, fiscal policies and human rights-based budget analysis, to promote social protection and work on other economic and social rights in Jordan, Cambodia, Serbia, Lao PDR and Barbados, amongst others.

In conclusion, there are strong foundations for further cooperation to promote and protection ESCR, building upon what has been achieved already. 

· In particular, DCO welcomes stepping up action at the country level as there is a real demand for more engagement on ESCR and the SDGs in-country. 
· Specifically, we hope that the Human Rights Mainstreaming Fund, which as you have heard has really provided great ‘in country’ support for these efforts via the HRA programme and surge initiative, can continue being an instrument for further support. We encourage all interested parties to commit resources to the Fund, which is currently in a perilous state.

Thank you.
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