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49/19. Promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
Oral statement by Mª Carmen San Andrés of OIDEL


Thank you, Mr. President,
As we have said in previous meetings and panels[footnoteRef:1], OIDEL welcomes the resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council and in particular the emphasizing of the important role and contribution of civil society in promoting and advocating the realization of economic, social and cultural rights within the context of recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. [1:  OIDEL made oral statements in this regard at the Panel Discussion on Good Governance in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights during and after the pandemic COVID-19 (22 June 2022) and at both Intersessional meetings on Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda (18 January 2022 and 19 January 2023).] 

As we know, one of the worst impacts of the pandemic was in the field of education. During the worst moment of the crisis, no educational system was prepared for dealing with school closure and the significant educational discontinuity. According to UNESCO, 90% of children were deprived of attending school. 
For most children, education did not stop thanks to parents, other family members, civil society organisations and, of course, thanks to the efforts of many teachers. They all played a crucial role in the realisation of the right to education.
The main role of the State in the realization of the right to education is the role of guarantor. As mentioned, during the pandemic parents, civil society and teachers demonstrated once again that they are key actors in the realisation of this right, however, it would not be fair that they are only evoked in times of crisis.
The realization of the right to education cannot be based on a vertical scheme in which the only actors are the child and the State. For this reason, we call on the international community to include all these intermediate actors, especially parents and families, as key players of the realization of the right to education for the future. 
Thank you.
