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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS


CYPRUS’ INPUT REGARDING THE REPORT OF THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ON THE EQUAL ENJOYMENT OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION BY EVERY GIRL, PURSUANT TO HRC RESOLUTION 54/19


Cyprus recognizes the importance of promoting the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl and in this context submits the following for the preparation of the relevant report by the Office of the Hugh Commissioner of Human Rights:

Education in public schools in Cyprus is focused on the acceptance of difference, tolerance as well as the respect for other cultures, in order to prepare tomorrow’s citizens for living in a multicultural environment. Towards this end, the Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth (MOESY) gives great emphasis on ensuring equal access to education for all children living on the island, taking into account that the right to education is safeguarded in the Republic’s Constitution. Free and accessible education is offered to all pupils without any prejudice based on gender, abilities, language, color, religion, political beliefs, sexual orientation or ethnic background. All necessary measures are taken so that effective access to basic education for all is guaranteed, including of course girls. Through its three-year strategic plan for the period 2024-2026, the MOESY is aiming to ensure the provision of learning opportunities to all learners, through the implementation of an educational policy which embodies the values of equality, inclusiveness, creativity and innovation. The MOESY’s basic goal is to increase access to quality education and provide equal opportunities for all learners to become successful in their learning, through modernizing teaching methods and approaches, designing and implementing modern developmental programs and creating the infrastructure that can facilitate high quality education. The vision is to form literate citizens with skills, responsibility, democratic ethos, historical identity as well as respect for diversity. As a result, education is considered as the means for social mobility, inclusion and active participation of all in the society and a basic tool for effectively combating inequalities, various social problems and achieving social cohesion.
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