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Input to Human Rights Council (HRC) report on equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl, pursuant to HRC resolution 54/19

· Climate change challenges in Azerbaijan and the actions taken in this regard 
Climate change is one of the pressing issues at the global level which can only be addressed by the combined and coordinated efforts of all the stakeholders. 
In Azerbaijan, currently there are no serious problems related to climate change which obstructs the right to education. However, relevant authorities try to take necessary preventive measures to increase readiness for possible challenges. 
According to the information published by the EU4Climate project, temperatures in Azerbaijan are projected to rise at a faster rate than the global average.[footnoteRef:1] The figures shown in this document suggest that in the coming years there can be some problems related to the water access. [1:  https://eu4climate.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/AZERBAIJAN_EU4Climate_2023.pdf (p. 2)] 

“Azerbaijan 2030: National Priorities for Socio-Economic Development” was adopted in 2021.[footnoteRef:2] Priorities of our country also include climate change and educational issues. [2:  https://president.az/en/articles/view/50474   ] 

The Government of Azerbaijan and the United Nations Country Team has concluded UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework for 2021-2025.[footnoteRef:3] There are four priority issues, two of which are relevant in this regard: [3:  https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Azerbaijan-UNSDCF-2021-2025_1.pdf ] 

· Protecting the environment and addressing climate change;
· A gender-equitable society that empowers women and girls.
Stressing these areas as priority issues in this document demonstrate the intention of the state to cooperate with international organizations to tackle these challenges and necessitates to take relevant measures in this regard. The Goal 4 (Quality education), Goal 5 (Gender equality) and Goal 13 (Climate action) of the Sustainable Development Goals are main areas in this regard. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development are implemented with various means in the country and the HRCA also holds awareness events on the related topics. Azerbaijan has submitted 3 voluntary national review reports on implementation of SDGs at national level.
This is worth to note that this year Azerbaijan will host the 29th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP29).[footnoteRef:4] This event will allow developing new policies and strengthening the cooperation to fight against climate change.  [4:  https://unfccc.int/cop29 ] 

Moreover, in Azerbaijan, the year of 2024 has been declared as “The Green World Solidarity Year” which is also aimed at contributing to fight against the consequences of climate change.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://report.az/en/ecology/azerbaijan-declares-2024-year-of-solidarity-for-green-world/ ] 

In addition, Azerbaijan has some concerns related to the post-conflict period. Many IDP girls had faced various difficulties in the early years of the occupation of Azerbaijani lands in 1990s. Currently, there are many challenges regarding the reconstruction and restoration of the environmental damages in the areas liberated after 30 years of occupation. In this regard, ecological problems emerged since the occupation of the Azerbaijani lands by Armenia include contamination of water resources and rivers, damage to biological diversity, flora and fauna, plundering of natural resources etc. 
Another challenge is related to a post conflict problem which concerns landmine terrorism caused by Armenia. The landmines and other remnants of war planted by Armenian armed forces during the years of occupation now endangers both the life and security of people as well as contaminates the surrounding environment. 

· Challenges and concrete measures taken to empower all girls through education to contribute to addressing climate change 
As one of the main current challenges of climate change is related to the water resources in Azerbaijan, current ecological problems can create risks for the education of girls in some regions situated near the rivers. There are many families in the regions which make a living with agricultural activities. In case of water scarcity or other climate change risks, the social and economic situation of those families can cause some problems in the education of girls. In general, climate change can create many problems, including lack of access to sanitation which can also lead to the absence of some girls in schools.
As noted above, one of the challenges encountered in the post-conflict period is about landmine threat in the liberated Azerbaijani territories which also cause environmental problems. Mine clearance activities are predicted to take many years, so this threat delays the return of IDPs to those lands. This issue can be a challenge for the education of children and young people, including the girls in those liberated territories. 
Currently, the Government of Azerbaijan has initiated the “Great Return” program for former IDPs and their children also have been relocated in the renovated cities and districts in the liberated areas cleared from mines. State has also constructed schools where those children have already begun their education. Moreover, Azerbaijan has established Karabakh University[footnoteRef:6] and this higher education institution is given more privileges for its staff in order to motivate people to get education in this university, and, thus, contribute into the processes of integration and development of this region.   [6:  https://azertag.az/en/xeber/president_ilham_aliyev_signs_order_on_establishment_of_karabakh_university-2835253 ] 

In general, the literacy in Azerbaijan is at high level both among boys and girls. Despite this fact, there are some cases of girls’ drop out of schools at the upper classes. The HRCA also keeps this issue in focus and if there is such an information on the media, the HRCA applies to relevant bodies on her own initiative, even no one applies to the HRCA.  
In relation to four main elements of the right to education, mainly, the accessibility and adaptability assume high importance in relation to challenges. Predominantly, the persons with disabilities need more accessible infrastructure, including in the educational institutions. The relevant authorities should also be ready for developing policies and programs which are adapted to the possible needs. 
As an example, it’s possible to note that in 2022, the Ministry of Science and Education, the Education Development Fund, and the State Committee on Family, Women and Children Affairs initiated a project on “Support to Education of Young Girls” which aimed to promote the role of youth, in particular the girls, in the development of the country as well as to assist them in taking advantages of modern educational opportunities.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  https://tif.edu.az/en/support-young-girls-education-project/ ] 

Azerbaijan has also initiated a project together with UNICEF which involves Youth Climate Envoys[footnoteRef:8],[footnoteRef:9] most of which are girls who will also participate in raising awareness of the target groups on the matters related to climate action. This project is directly related to raising awareness on climate change and some of those Youth Climate Envoys also took part in COP 28 held in Dubai which has let them get familiar with the environmental challenges and hear about the ways of their solution. [8:  https://www.unicef.org/azerbaijan/press-releases/azerbaijan-appoints-youth-climate-envoys-advocate-climate-rights-local-and-global ]  [9:  https://www.unicef.org/eca/stories/young-people-azerbaijan-embark-climate-action-journey#:~:text=Launched%20in%20the%20summer%20of,climate%20action%20and%20environmental%20protection. ] 

This is worth to note that the Ombudsman also participates in the Organizing Committee of the COP 29 to be held in Azerbaijan this year, and some related events will be organized within this framework. The HRCA has adopted an Action Plan for 2024 on awareness raising which includes a range of events on Sustainable Development Goals, particularly on climate change and protection of environmental rights. Many events will be held in cooperation with related educational institutions on the right to equality and the rights of the child as well. 
In 2023 the Constitutional Law on the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan was amended and the HRCA was given the mandate to implement the functions of the independent monitoring mechanism on ensuring of the right to equality, and the prevention of discrimination, as well as on the implementation on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This direct mandate will also pave the way for the Ombudsman to analyze the cases of discrimination against girls in the context of right to education. 
The social media pages of HRCA also regularly share informational posts on international days declared by the UN, including the International Day of Women and Girls in Science and calls on the relevant stakeholders to empower girls’ education.
In addition, climate change risks can be included in the educational programs as part of lessons or informational sessions on this topic can be conducted to help increasing the awareness of girls too.

