Impact of climate change on the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl.

Climate change represents an existential threat to the full enjoyment of human rights including the right to education. Being a small island developing state, Mauritius is particularly vulnerable to the negative impacts of climate change and faces extreme weather conditions such as heavy/torrential rains and cyclones. With heavy rain and possible flash floods, all educational institutions remain closed, thereby adversely impacting the right to education especially of girls who may also have to stay at home to look after younger brothers and sisters.

In order to mitigate the negative effects on the right to education, classes are held online through different platforms. Climate change has been included in the school curriculum for pre-primary, primary, and lower secondary levels, and special education needs institutions. The curriculum places emphasis on Education for Sustainable Development, by incorporating key themes including, environmental protection, climate change and natural disasters.

In accordance with its mandate to promote human rights under the Protection of Human Rights Act, across Mauritius and Rodrigues, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) raises awareness amongst different sections of the Mauritian population, including educational institutions on their human rights and on respect for human rights. In all its informative sessions, the NHRC raises awareness on the right to a safe and clean environment and on the human rights impacts of climate change. Girls are thus sensitised on the importance of protecting and maintaining a healthy environment for a sustainable future.

It is to be noted that there is no discrimination between boys and girls in the Mauritian educational system. In fact attendance in schools is compulsory until the age of 16. Pre-primary, primary, secondary and tertiary education in public institutions is all free. Girls are known to do better at school as they are more studious and even more ambitious in pursuing a career. They are more resilient in facing adverse impacts.

