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Submission to OHCHR on how climate change can have an impact 
on the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl

The “She Leads” consortium welcomes this call for inputs recognizing the vital connection underscored between climate change and the fundamental right of girls to education.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
“She Leads” is a joint programme of Plan International Netherlands, Terre des Hommes the Netherlands (TdH-NL), Defence for Children - ECPAT the Netherlands (DCI-ECPAT), and the African Women’s Development and Communication Network (FEMNET).[footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] Equal Measures 2030 is a technical partner. The She Leads consortium works with and for girls and young women (GYW) to increase their sustained influence on decision-making and the transformation of gender norms in formal and informal institutions. [1:  The She Leads programme is implemented in the global and regional programmes by Plan International, Terre des Hommes International Federation (TDHIF), Terre des Hommes Lausanne Foundation, Terre des Hommes Italy, DCI-IS, DCI national sections, FEMNET, as well as each of these organisations’ local partners.]  [2:  All of the She Leads consortium members have Special Consultative status with ECOSOC, with the exception of Plan International, who has General Consultative status with ECOSOC.] 

The geographic focus of the programme is East Africa (Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya), West Africa (Ghana, Mali, Sierra Leone, Liberia) and the Middle East (Lebanon, Jordan). Additionally, a significant portion of programmatic efforts extend to regional and global levels.
This document exclusively compiles the insights and reflections of girls and young women (GYW), drawing from their personal experiences, knowledge and recommendations as youth advocates. The She Leads program engages with various cohorts of girls and young women from the regions mentioned above. Those who participated in this submission are part of the climate cohort, which is a group of GYW from all nine countries mentioned above where the programme is being implemented. The climate cohort's objective is to enhance the understanding, representation, and active involvement of GYW from diverse backgrounds in climate-related processes. It emphasizes enhancing the capabilities, expertise, and connections of young female leaders in the realm of climate change, empowering them to advocate for gender-sensitive and inclusive approaches to climate action.
—--------------------------------------------------------
1. The most important barriers for girls to their equal enjoyment of the right to education                                                             
Education of girls is a vital factor in dealing with the root causes of poverty and underdevelopment. Girls’ education directly contributes to sustainable development, and it is one of the most important investments that yields maximum returns for development [footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4].  [3:  https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/07/11/not-educating-girls-costs-countries-trillions-of-dollars-says-new-world-bank-report]  [4:  https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/girls-school-africa-developing-nations-gdp/] 

Despite it being crucial, it has greatly been affected by the global crisis climate change in terms of availability, accessibility, affordability and adaptability. Climate change has rendered girls more vulnerable and miserable. Its negative impacts, such as flooding, drought, famine, disease outbreak, storms and erratic rainfalls, directly affect girls’ welfare, depriving us of our right to equal enjoyment of education.
In Uganda, for instance, as a result of climate change, the agricultural productivity, the backbone of the country’s economy, has been increasingly deteriorating in the last years[footnoteRef:5], affecting the access to education by girls. [5:  Closing the Potential-Performance Divide in Ugandan Agriculture: Fact Sheet (worldbank.org)] 

Gloria, a 24-year-old young woman from Uganda shares her experience below.
I was raised and I went to school in a small village, and I have experienced firsthand effects of climate change in my family and community at large. 
I attained some education, but the most unfortunate tale is that the majority of my villagemates did not complete their school education. A number of them dropped out of school as a result of teenage pregnancy including my own elder sister. I believe climate change cuts short many girls' education journey (Gloria, young woman from Uganda).
Hadizatu, a 24-year-old young woman from Ghana, also shares her experience below. 
In Accra, Ghana, something devastating happened on June 3, 2015, when I was just 16 years old. There was a major explosion at a gas station, and heavy rains caused a lot of problems.                    Around 150 people lost their lives[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Hadizatu, the girl from Ghana who shares her experience, refers to a tragic explosion occurred at a petrol station located near a busy intersection during heavy rainfall on June 3, 2015, in Accra, Ghana. The explosion was primarily caused by flooding, which led to the ignition of a fuel station's leaking fuel, resulting in a massive fireball. The heavy rains overwhelmed drainage systems, causing water to accumulate and mix with spilled fuel, creating a highly volatile situation. This disaster claimed the lives of over 150 people, with many others injured and significant property damage. Ghana petrol station inferno kills about 150 in Accra - BBC News] 

My house got flooded during the rain. The waterway, meant for rain, caused damage to our homes. Our streets turned into rivers, washing away our belongings and making life really difficult. 
That night became a symbol of how easily we can get hurt. Our homes were damaged, and things we loved were taken away. Even our school material was gone.
As a 16-year-old girl from a poor family, I was selling things on the streets to get food and save for school books. Going through this tough experience and losing all my schoolbooks left a traumatic mark on my heart and mind. It was really hard. These things happened because of climate change. 
The weather became unpredictable and caused disasters like floods and explosions. Climate change took away our things and made our dreams even more challenging. It's like walking a tough road with lots of difficulties, and the impact of climate change makes it even harder for girls like me. (Hadizatu, young woman from Ghana)
Below, we provide some inputs on some of the elements of the right to education, as suggested in the note verbale of the call. 
Availability. As a result of flooding and heavy rainfall, road infrastructure – such as roads and classroom blocks - are destroyed by the wind and water, making it difficult for the girls to attend school. The routes become impassable, bridges are washed away. It can also result in a lack of safe schools or a decrease in the quality of existing facilities, impacting the availability of education for girls This demoralizes most girls to pursue their education. Parents fear sending their children to school, since girls can easily drown in the water, schools are forced to close and in the long run girls are left to offer domestic support together with their mothers. Hospitals are washed away by floods, making it difficult to get access to the health infrastructure. There is a high rate of disease prevalence, especially malaria, leading to high rates of absenteeism at school because of poor immunity amongst girls.
In Ghana, for instance, a flood that occurred on 15 September 2023 caused thousands of children in the Volta Region to stay out of school due to the devastating floods[footnoteRef:7]. The emotional and physical toll on the students, particularly the girls, necessitated urgent and coordinated efforts to address both immediate infrastructural needs and the overall well-being of those affected. This underscores the critical importance of implementing gender-sensitive responses in the aftermath of such natural disasters. [7:  https://www.unicef.org/ghana/blog/akosombo-dam-spillage] 

Accessibility. While girls are at school, it is difficult for them to access safe and clean water. They have to move long distances to water points which causes discomfort. Especially during the prolonged drought seasons, girls are sexually abused in attempt to look for water while at school leading to an increase of cases of teenage pregnancies.
Girls continue to be disproportionately affected by unplanned migration due to insecurity. Climate-induced famines exacerbate this issue, leading to conflicts over resources such as cattle and goats, which further hinder girls' access to education due to the pervasive fear for their safety and lives.
Education is not accessible to all girls. Climate change-related challenges can significantly exacerbate existing economic disparities[footnoteRef:8], making education more financially burdensome for families, particularly those dependent on agriculture. Due to parents' heavy reliance on agriculture as their primary source of income, they are no longer able to financially support sending their daughters to school. They are not in position to pay school fees and they cannot buy basic items needed to attend school. In the long run, girls are often exchanged for bride price, forced into early marriages, subjected to commercial labour with their mothers to raise income to support the family. In many countries worldwide the girls and mothers are the main stewards of the home. Girls have to source food for the rest of the family members. This may make them victims of gender-based violence thus affecting their performance at school. Girls and Young Women are bound by some negative cultural norms. For instance, girls are not supposed to attend school but rather become housewives. In 2022, UNICEF reported that in Uganda 8.9 million girls aged 10 -19 years are at a risk of harmful practices like early forced marriages. Half of all girls in Uganda are forced in child marriage[footnoteRef:9]. The acceleration of these figures may occur if girls are prevented from attending school due to climate change-related factors, as elaborated above. [8:  Series: Turn Down the Heat (worldbank.org)]  [9:  Uganda_2022.pdf (unicef.org)] 

In addition to this, climate change can disproportionately affect vulnerable communities, leading to discrimination in access to education. For example, families might prioritize boys' education over girls' due to traditional gender roles exacerbated by climate-related challenges. Particularly worrying is also the data concerning children, and in particular girls, with disabilities. While specific data on girls with disabilities being out of school may vary by region and country, the UNESCO's Global Education Monitoring Report 2020 highlights that girls with disabilities face multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, which often result in their exclusion from education systems[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report 2020 | UNESCO] 

Acceptability. Climate change can disrupt educational activities, affecting the quality of education. As explained above, extreme weather events might lead to school closures, interruptions in the academic calendar, and thus to a decrease in the overall quality of teaching and learning.
Adaptability. Climate change can alter economic structures and employment opportunities. If the education system is not adaptable to these changes, girls may struggle to acquire the skills needed for emerging job markets.
Maggie, a 17-year-old girl from Lebanon shares her thoughts below.
I believe that education should be accessible by everyone without any discrimination, and that it's really a heartbreaking thing how some, if not most people, are having to let go of it for the sake of the difficulties they are facing.                                                                                                                                 Even so, education is a vital part in the desperate global matter against climate change.                         And without the proper education fostered to everyone properly this issue would be extremely harder to solve and tend to.
2. Concrete measures taken to respond to the barriers faced by girls indicated above, in relation to the four elements of the right to education. Particular attention to those who are marginalized and excluded due to the additional layers of discrimination would be most welcome. 
The concrete measures should be profound and multifaceted. In Ghana, regarding the example given above, while the government and various organizations strived to extend support to the victims, the challenges persist, underscoring the urgent need for comprehensive and sustained interventions. The repercussions of climate crises reverberate prominently in rural communities, where inadequacies in school facilities pose a threat to the safety and educational continuity of girls. 
For instance, significant amounts of money were disbursed by various governmental entities, foreign countries, humanitarian organizations, businessmen, and even the general public to address the catastrophe in 2015. However, as the country grapples with the consequences of environmental shifts, a critical void emerges, which is the absence of dedicated trauma and psychosocial care facilities tailored to address the specific needs of young girls impacted by climate change. This vacuum in trauma and psychosocial care support compounds the challenges faced by these vulnerable individuals, amplifying the urgency for targeted interventions. 
3. Recommendations
In light of the diverse challenges and barriers outlined above, the Girls and Young Women who wrote this document would like to propose the following suggestions:
· To offer a school curriculum that incorporates environmental education and climate change awareness;
· To invest in infrastructure development. In particular, to add financial resources to improve school buildings, especially in marginalized areas, to enhance girls' access to quality education, with consideration of the existing barriers; 
· To implement skill building programs specifically tailored for girls, emphasizing sustainable practices and environmental stewardship. These programs will empower girls to actively engage in climate solutions;
· To include girls in conversations on climate change and make them part of decision-making processes. Girls can be a valuable resource to contribute to direct response to climate change, through their leadership and participation ;
· To collect data on education, disaggregated by sex/gender, age, disability, income, race/ethnicity, geographic location, and migratory status. This is vital to identify and address disparities in educational opportunities. 
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