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CHILDREN EDUCATION SOCIETY (CHESO) & TANZANIA ALLIANCE FOR CLIMATE AND SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY (TACSS TANZANIA)
JOINT SUBMISSION TO THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER  FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (OHCHR) ON HARMFUL IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE  HINDERING GIRLS’ EQUAL ENJOYMENT OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN TANZANIA.

1.0 ABOUT THE CHILDREN EDUCATION SOCIETY (CHESO) AND THE TANZANIA ALLIANCE FOR CLIMATE AND SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY (TACSS TANZANIA)
The Children Education Society (CHESO) is a local non-governmental organization (NGO) based in Tanzania, operating as a not-for-profit entity (https://cheso.or.tz/). Its primary mission is to empower communities to identify and eliminate barriers that impede both girls' and boys' equal access to education throughout Tanzania. CHESO focuses on addressing key challenges, including climate change, which significantly obstructs the realization of children's right to education in the country.
The Tanzania Alliance for Climate and Sustainable Society (TACSS Tanzania) is another NGO (https://tacss.or.tz/) dedicated to enhancing the resilience of Tanzanian communities and mitigating the impacts of climate change through various initiatives. TACSS Tanzania endeavours to empower communities to become resilient to climate change by promoting the application of indigenous and modern innovative solutions, ultimately aiming for a climate-resilient society in Tanzania.
CHESO and TACSS Tanzania are collaborating in Tanzania to promote and develop climate change adaptation and mitigation measures within the education sector. The aim is to help Tanzania fulfill its commitments to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 13, which urges Tanzania to take urgent action to combat climate change and its adverse effects, including those that hinder girls' equal access to education. The ultimate objective is to achieve SDG 4, which mandates Tanzania to ensure inclusive, equitable, and high-quality education, fostering lifelong learning opportunities for all while eliminating gender disparities in education. Additionally, this collaboration seeks to assist Tanzania in meeting SDG 5, which calls for the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.
2.0 BACKGROUND OF THIS CHESO AND TACSS TANZANIA JOINT SUBMISSION TO THE OHCHR
On 14 February 2024, The Children Education Society (CHESO) received a call by email from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to send written submission to the office, highlighting, inter alia, “how climate change can have an impact on the realization of the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl” CHESO invited her Partner, the TACSS Tanzania to make a joint submission to the Office.

It is on this back ground, the Children Education Society (CHESO) and the Tanzania Alliance for Climate and Sustainable Society (TACSS) have prepared this joint written submission to contribute to the OHCHR report required by the United Nations Human Rights Council Pursuant to Resolution 54/19, adopted by the Human Rights Council on 12 October 2023. 

This CHESO and TACSS Tanzania joint contribution to the OHCHR Report focuses on: (i) the harmful impacts of climate change hindering girls’ equal enjoyment of the right to education in Tanzania, (ii) Adoptability measures taken to enable affected girls continue equally enjoying the right to education in Tanzania, (iii) Challenges on the adoptability measures and (iv) recommendations.
3.0 HARMFUL IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE HINDERING GIRLS’ EQUAL  

     ENJOYMENT OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN TANZANIA
Climate change brings various harmful impacts curtailing girls’ equal enjoyment of the right to education in Tanzania. Such harmful impacts include causing: (i) Schools closure for indefinite period which accelerate school girls pregnancies and marriages. Consequently, they are expelled from formal education system under the Tanzania law entitled Education (Expulsion and Exclusion of pupils from schools) Regulations of 2002, (ii) Drought which hinder school girls’ menstrual hygiene and (iii) School Girls’ caregivers’ emergence deaths, Injuries and property loss multiplying girls’ existing gender based psychosocial stress. 
3.1 SCHOOLS CLOSURE FUELING SCHOOL GIRL PREGNANCIES AND MARRIAGES
Climate change trigger pandemic diseases and disasters necessitating school closures for indefinite period of time pending a climate change triggered pandemic diseases or disaster control. In February 2021, for example, climate change triggered floods led to school closure in the Kilwa district and in January 2021, Climate change triggered floods in Mtwara which caused schools closure in Mtwara region
  Even the 2020 COVID 19 pandemic, linked directly or indirectly by climate change
, necessitated school closures across Tanzania.

School closures in Tanzania put adolescent girls at heightened risk for gender-based violence (GBV) including child marriage and sexual violence
. The Irish Embassy in Tanzania reported increased rates of teenage pregnancy following school closure in Tanzania in the year 2020
. According to the Tanzania Demographic and Heath Survey (TDHS) of 2015-2016, indicate that 17 percent of all women 15-49 have experienced sexual violence. Seven percent of women aged 18 or older experienced sexual violence before age 18, and two percent of all women aged 15-49 experienced sexual violence before age 15. School closure increase school girls risk of being subjected to sexual violence and early marriages.
3.2 DROUGHT HINDERING SCHOOL GIRLS’ MESTRUAL HYGIENE.

Climate change has led to droughts which reduce the availability of community and school water supply hindering school girls’ menstrual hygiene. The joint Tanzania government and UNICEF research report on Menstrual Health and Hygiene among School Girls in Tanzania revealed that school girls do not change pads during their menstrual periods for lack of water at schools and their homes due to climate change triggered drought. The report reiterates worlds of a girl in Dar es Salaam who told the report researchers that: “Water is a major challenge. For example, you go to the toilet to change pad and you find no water so you fail to clean yourself well. So, some postpone changing and decide to stay with the pad for a long time and this has consequences”. A girl in Malagarasi underlined to the researchers that: “The main challenge is the absence of water during menstruation both in schools and at home.” A boy in Mbeya informed the Report researchers that: “Girls face a big challenge related to water access. So it is very difficult to keep themselves clean.  Apart from these observations from school girls and boys, an assistant Head teacher in a secondary school corroborated the girls and boys remarks in the following words: “Most often, there is no water. Therefore girls are unable to keep themselves clean enough, consequently generating offensive smell.
” In the circumstances, the Research report highlights that school girls during menstruation avoid going to school, are ordered by teachers and parents to stay at home and suffer psychological distress which cause them to perform poorly and/or dislike and, potentially, drop from schools.
3.3 SCHOOL GIRLS’ PARENTS OR PRIMARY CAREGIVERS’ EMERGENCE DEATHS, INJURIES AND PROPERTY LOSS MULTIPLYING THE GIRLS’ EXISTING GENDER BASED PSYCHOSOCIAL STRESS

Tanzania experiences emergence deaths, injuries and property losses in households with school girls and boys. These severe effects emanate from severe effects of climate change happening in Tanzania including: Landslides, flooding, droughts, climate change perpetuated major vector born diseases (Malaria, Dengue fever, Rift valley fever, and Human African Trypanosomiasis) and Water-borne diseases, such as cholera, diarrhea and dysentery.  Climate change has damaged roads due to flooding causing long walking distances walk to and schools for girls whereby during such walk  girls are exposed to physical and sexual violence. 
These climate change harmful impacts disproportionately affect girls’ realisation of their equal right to education as they, abruptly erupt and cause trauma leading to their long term mental and psychosocial distress adversely affecting the girls’ education outcomes. Many survivors of such effects in Tanzania, in particular girls, face anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), requiring long-term psychosocial support to enable them cope with their experiences.
 These climate changes harmful effects come on top of existing gender based mental and psychosocial stress suffered by girls in the country. For example, most recently, from 2nd to 3rd December 2023, a very heavy climate change triggered rainfall struck Kateshi and Gendabi villages in Hanang district, Manyara region in Tanzania. The flooding happened when Her Excellency  Samia Suluhu Hassan, the President of the United Republic of Tanzania was attending the 2023 United Nations Conference on Climate Change (COP 28) in Dubai and had to cut short her participation and came back home
. The flooding event claimed lives of about 80 people, some 5,600 people were internally displaced
, around 100 houses in the village of Kateshi, Hanang district were, reportedly swallowed by the flooding and landslide
.  
Girls who experience such kind of severe effects of climate change including death of their parents, primary caregivers, friends besides loss of their properties suffer long term psychosocial stress causing them to dislike, perform poorly and potentially drop from schools. In Tanzania currently, 3.2 million children (7-17 years) remain out-of school of which 1.2 million have never attended school
.
4.0 ADOPTABILITY MEASURES TAKEN TO ENABLE GIRLS WHO HAVE NOT ACCESSED OR DROPPED FROM SCHOOLS DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE TO CONTINUE EQUALLY ENJOYING THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN TANZANIA
Although Tanzania is ranked at 150th out of 181 countries due to its high vulnerability to climate disruptions and a least prepared country on climate change adoption,
  The government of Tanzania has taken various measures to specifically ensure that girls who have dropped from schools due to harmful impacts of climate change continue enjoying their equal right to education. These measures include current implementation, across Tanzania, of the Secondary education quality improvement Project (SEQUIP) by the Institute of Adult Education under the Tanzania Ministry of Education. SEQUIP is targeting returning back to public secondary schools 12,000 girls aged 13 to 20 years who have dropped from secondary schools for various reasons including pregnancies and harmful impacts of climate change
. 
The Tanzania government is running Complimentary Basic Education Programme (COBET) commonly known in Tanzania national language Kiswahili as Mpango wa Elimu ya Msingi kwa Walioikosa (MEMKWA) enabling girls and boys who have not accessed or dropped from primary schools for various reasons including climate change harmful impacts to return to public primary schools across Tanzania.
 
Civil society in Tanzania, in particular, CHESO and TACSS Tanzania are conducting education case management by tracing out of school girls, identify their specific climate change challenges which pushed them from schools, develop and implement work plans for each out of school girl to address the challenges including linking them to SEQUIP and COBET/MEMKWA Centres in Tanzania.  The CHESO’s education case management is guided by Tanzania child protection laws and the Case management Standard 18 set under the 2019 Edition of the International Minimum Standards for child protection in humanitarian action
.
TACSS Tanzania and CHESO are working together to empower girls and their household members to be agents of climate change adaptation and mitigation on harmful impacts of climate change on girls’ health and equal access to education. We, for example, empower girls and their household members to make use of clean air cooking technologies such as solar powered cooking stoves and energy cooking stoves. E-cooking will be deployed for girls and their household members in Tanzania. These climate change adaptation and mitigation cooking technologies are geared to ensure that school girls are provided ample time to engage in reading and attending schools instead of spending significant time searching for firewood in the forests. This empowerment will as well lead to reduced carbon footprint from the cooking activities of these communities and therefore contribute to mitigation of climate change in Tanzania. 

5.0 CHALLENGES ON ADOPTABILITY MEASURES TAKEN TO ENABLE GIRLS WHO HAVE NOT ACCESSED OR DROPPED FROM SCHOOLS DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE CONTINUE EQUALLY ENJOYING THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN TANZANIA
· The government projects ie IPOSA
 have limited geographical coverage and SEQUIP are Donor dependent creating risks on their sustainability.

· Limited government resources in relation to increasing education infrastructures to cope with climate change harmful impacts in education sector.

· SEQUIP and COBET/MEMKWA government centres are not known by some out of school girls, their parents and their caregivers

· Civil society like CHESO and TACSS Tanzania have limited resources for scaling up her education case management for girls pushed out of schools due to climate change harmful impacts.
6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS
CHESO and TACSS Tanzania have the following recommendation for the government of Tanzania, her partners and civil society to ensure climate change adoption and mitigation to optimize girls’ equal enjoyment of the right to education in Tanzania:
(i)      Civil society organization such as TACSS Tanzania and CHESO, the private sector and the government need to work together to design and deploy rain harvesting and storage infrastructures in schools and communities to ensure reliable water  supply during drought periods 
(ii)     The Tanzania government need to maintain and scale-up implementation of the SEQUIP and COBET/MEMKWA Projects as they are currently implemented in few public schools across Tanzania.

(iii)      That the civil society, private sector, academia, research institutions and government need to work together to establish enabling policies to improving girls equal access to education, covering infrastructural and incentives. 

(iv)      Developmental partners and financial institutions need to mobilise resources to finance sustainable energy access, connectivity and infrastructure as a process to improving girls equal access to education in Tanzania in this era of climate change harmful effects
(v)      Promote Greening Schools to make educational institutions more environmentally friendly, sustainable and health conscious. 
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