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Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education

ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

For her upcoming report to the Human Rights Council to be presented in June 2024, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Ms. Farida Shaheed, will consider academic freedom and freedom of expression in educational institutions.
The report will build on previous work achieved by other United Nations human rights mechanisms on the topic, particularly the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. While recognizing that there is no single, exclusive international human rights framework for the subject, Ms. Shaheed will consider academic freedom through the right to education framework. More precisely, the report intends to consider academic freedom as part of the entitlement to receive and provide quality education, at all levels of education. 
The Special Rapporteur intends to take stock of setbacks and progress both under international human rights law and in domestic legislation and practice with respect to defining academic freedom, ensuring its enjoyment by all relevant actors and protecting it from attacks and interferences.
The report will examine existing legal frameworks and normative content of academic freedom as a human right. It will consider subjects and duty bearers of this right. It will also analyze, from a human rights perspective, direct and indirect attacks on and interferences with respect to academic freedom of staff and students, including through commercialization, online surveillance, funding, conditions of work and studies and other pertinent issues. 

	Name of the country/entity submitting information
	Canada – Independent Jewish Voices 








Questions 

General framework
1.	How is academic freedom defined and protected in the constitution or laws of your country, and what are possible limitations or restrictions? Please provide the original citation and source, as well as a summary of relevant judicial practice, if any.
2.	Are academic staff, teachers, students all entitled to academic freedom? Does this differ by level of education? Please explain.
3.	What do you consider to be (a) the main challenges to academic freedom, and (b) gaps in the legal framework for protecting academic freedom? 
	Our organization is largely concerned with issues related to Israel/Palestine. The main challenges to academic freedom related to this issue appear to be interference from organizations outside academia which exert political pressure on university adminstrations to suppress speech critical of Israel. We have documented this and other issues related to academic freedom and freedom of speech in our 2023 report “Unveiling the Chilly Climate: The Suppression of Speech on Palestine in Canada (appended here).

Autonomy of educational institutions
4.	Please explain the autonomy and self-governance enjoyed by educational institutions at the different tiers of education. Please explain what autonomy and self-governance entail. Are there restrictions on police or military personnel entering educational institutions? If so, please share the rules.
5.	Please provide examples of institutional guidelines/codes of conduct developed to ensure respect for academic freedom, including from external public or private actors. 

Funding
6.	How is funding, including for research, regulated? Is the process transparent, and are there any guarantees put in place to ensure respect for academic freedom?
7.	Which rules and regulations protect academic freedom from interferences by commercial actors and financial sponsors, at different tiers of education? Please explain how conflicts of interest that may arise are addressed.

Surveillance
8.	Please explain whether and the extent to which academic staff and students, at all levels of education, are subject to surveillance by public authorities, for example through on-site cameras or online scrutiny. Has this led to undue restrictions to academic freedom and freedom of expression in educational institutions? 
	As documented in the “Chilly Climate” report, students belonging to pro-Israel campus groups conduct surveillance of professors and frequently report what they deem to be antisemitic speech or teaching materials to university authorities. The threat of this surveillance has prompted many faculty to self-censor or otherwise restrict their teaching of topics such as settler colonialism, Zionism and the Palestinian Nakba (catastrophe) of 1948 which are likely to be targeted as antisemitic by pro-Israel groups and individuals

Freedom of expression in teaching and access to books
9.	Do teachers and professors, at all levels of education, enjoy freedom of expression in their own teaching? Are there any limitations imposed, such as remaining “neutral” or forwarding a particular perspective, e.g. on religious and political matters? 
	These limitations are often inferred but nonetheless are often heard as warnings not to teach materials too critical of Israeli policies.
10.	Please explain the extent to which teachers and professors at different education levels can chose school manuals and other books/resources for teaching, and the reasons for any restriction in this regard. Have any specific books/materials been banned, including from school libraries, and alternatively is some material mandatory? If so, why?

How to submit information

Submissions should be sent electronically no later than 2 February 2024 to hrc-sr-education@un.org, using the email title: “Contribution: Academic freedom”.

[bookmark: _Hlk98425205]Please select and answer the questions most relevant for your agency. Kindly limit your responses to 3,000 words and attach annexes where necessary. To facilitate their consideration, please send responses in a Word document, and in English, French, or Spanish. Please clearly specify the entity making the contribution on the document itself and add paragraph numbers.

All inputs received will be posted on the OHCHR website. Please indicate if you have any objections regarding to your reply being posted on the OHCHR website.





image1.png
7 A\, UNITED NATIONS
()} HUMAN RIGHTS
N\V¥2L SPECIAL PROCEDURES
SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS, INDEPENDENT EXPERTS & WORKING GROUPS




