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INTERPAZ REPORT ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN EDUCATION




Name of the entity submitting information: 
Interpaz - Institute of Interdisciplinary Research for Peace (Brazil)


Dear Special Rapporteur Ms. Farida Shaheed,
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education


Interpaz - Institute of Interdisciplinary Research for Peace is a Brazilian CSO, founded in 2007, in the city of Joinville, Brazil. Interpaz's mission is to develop knowledge for peaceful relations and promote social actions, actions conducted under an interdisciplinary bias for the construction of a society founded on the Culture of Peace.

Currently, the Institute mainly develops its activities centered on research, whose main study axes highlight the challenges and new forms of violence in the digital world, the impacts of Artificial Intelligence, and pornography. The results presented in this report were conducted by the participants of the research group on Collaborative Justice and Culture of Peace "PAX - COLAB.[footnoteRef:1]" of Interpaz. [1:  The team is guided by Prof. Dr. Rafael Mendonça, with the composition of Helena Borges Pires, Isabelle Ramirez Santiago Bezerra, and Paloma Elizabeth Hellmann. The PAX - COLAB research group aims to investigate and create scientific knowledge about conflict resolution methods that can be encompassed in what is called Collaborative Justice (CJ), as well as to follow the same steps in what is called, in the Humanities, the Culture of Peace (CP).
] 


Consequently, we are pleased to submit our contribution to the SR on the Right to Education Call: Academic Freedom and Freedom of Expression in Educational Institutions, as follows:


2. Please provide specific evidence of the known impact of AI tools and systems on learners and teachers and on education systems in general, both positive and negative and explain how the impact is monitored. For example, how does the use of AI affect:

c. human interaction between teachers and students;

Positive aspects: 

AI tutoring systems provide immediate feedback and support, which helps students grasp concepts more quickly and enables teachers to identify and address specific learning gaps more effectively. 
AI-driven platforms like Geekie use data to provide educational content to individual student needs. This personalized approach can free teachers from routine tasks, allowing them to spend more quality time on direct interactions with students.


Negative aspects: 

The use of AI in large-scale online classes might lead to a sense of isolation among students, as the personalized touch of teacher-student interaction diminishes.
Besides, there is a digital divide in Brazil, where students from lower-income families may not have the same access to AI tools, nor computers with internet access. 
The increasing reliance on AI tools can lead to technological dependency, where both students and teachers may find it challenging to function without these tools. This dependency can be problematic during technical failures or in environments with limited technological infrastructure.
AI systems cannot provide the emotional support and mentorship that human teachers offer. Teachers play a crucial role in supporting students through personal and academic challenges, a role that AI cannot replicate effectively.

d. students’ and teachers’ human rights, privacy, safety, engagement, agency
and critical thinking;

Positive aspects: 

AI-driven language translation and learning platforms help non-native speakers and students from diverse places access educational content.
AI can support students with disabilities by providing customized learning tools such as speech-to-text, text-to-speech, and adaptive learning systems, making education more accessible.
AI provides real-time feedback, helping students understand their mistakes and learn from them immediately.

Negative aspects:

The impersonal nature of AI might not fully address the emotional and social needs of students, leading to disengagement from those who require more human interaction.
AI tools that focus on standardized learning can discourage deep, critical thinking. Students may become reliant on AI for answers rather than developing problem-solving skills independently.
AI algorithms can misguide students' critical thinking processes by presenting skewed information, thereby impacting their ability to evaluate sources and arguments critically.

3. Please provide examples of legislation, regulations (including codes of conduct or institutional rules) or policies addressing or covering the use of AI in educational context, including ethical or human rights concerns around AI development and use, data privacy, bias mitigation, transparency, academic integrity, plagiarism and proper attribution. Is due diligence mandated for the use of AI in educational context? Do students have clear guidance for citing AI usage?

In Brazil, there are no direct laws or regulations regarding the use and application of Artificial Intelligence (AI), whether in the educational field or other areas. However, some principles from other laws can be indirectly applied in this context. 

In 2014, Brazil enacted the Marco Civil da Internet, which seeks, among other things, to ensure equal use of networks. Two important principles of the Marco Civil are network neutrality and content responsibility. Regarding network neutrality, the law aims to ensure that there is no discrimination or favoritism in user traffic, promoting equality among users. Additionally, the Marco Civil understands that content responsibility also lies with software developers and their providers, promoting the ethical use of the internet. 

Another important law is the General Data Protection Law (LGPD). Enacted in 2018, the LGPD was inspired by the GDPR and brings important ethical principles regarding the processing of user data, guaranteeing their rights. Among its principles are consent, transparency, and information security. Despite being robust, the LGPD's enforcement is still not effective. In five years, the LGPD has imposed only one fine, indicating a certain impunity. 

In February 2024, Brazil organized the Internal Temporary Commission on Artificial Intelligence to discuss Bill No. 2338/2023, which seeks to regulate the use of AI in the country. Among the important topics for education in this bill is the classification of AI used in education as "high risk," whether for the learning process or for monitoring and evaluating students. 

Although it is still preliminary, there is evident concern about the use of these technologies in classrooms. Although Brazil does not yet have effective regulation for AI, the application of existing laws can be important and used temporarily to address this gap.

6. Please provide examples of existing professional development programmes for teachers to use AI technologies. What training and support are provided to educators to effectively utilize AI tools in their daily work?

So far, in Brazil, there is no institutionalized training for educators in the use of Artificial Intelligence in teaching practices. These programs are mostly promoted by AI providers, technology companies such as Microsoft, or NGO´S focused on education and technologies. It´s participation is voluntary and elective for those interested. There is no direct plan to include such training in the official teacher education curriculum at the governmental level. 

9. What are the main challenges encountered during the implementation of AI in education? Have there been any technical, ethical, financial or regulatory hurdles in deploying AI solutions in the educational context?

	Currently, a concrete issue is the harmful use of AI by students for completing and solving school assignments. This practice replaces individual research and the development of logical reasoning with AI-provided answers, which may not even be correct. Consequently, there is a "outsourcing" of the learning process, as it is transferred to the "robot" and not performed by the student.
A future concern would be the potential replacement of the teacher's role by AI, which could lead to widespread unemployment and the need for the entire educational system, which is based on schools and in-person teaching, to adapt belatedly.

10. Are there any specific areas within education where you see significant potential for AI integration in the future?

Yes, we recognize the various potentials for integrating Artificial Intelligence into teaching practices across the entire educational network, from basic education to higher education.
We highlight the reduction of costs related to hiring professionals, maintaining schools, and educational centers, considering the possibility of transferring the educator's role to AI, which could provide individualized teaching either in schools or in the student's own home. Nonetheless, in a less drastic scenario, AI, instead of replacing the teacher, could operate as a teaching assistant, in tutoring or even facilitating the learning process for people with special needs.
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