Replies, inputs and comments by the Islamic Republic of Iran

to the Questionnaire (12 May 2021) of the Special Rapporteur on Rights of Persons with Disabilities for States  

(Protection of Person with Disabilities in the Context of Armed Conflict)
The following pertinent national focal points of CRPD in the Islamic Republic of Iran contributed to furnish information, replies and comments
· The State Welfare Organization (SWO)
· The Martyr and Veterans Affairs Foundation (FMVA) as well as NGOs, 
Question 1
According to article 9 of Iran’s civil code, “Treaty obligations compatible with the Constitutional Law concluded between and amongst the Iranian Government and other governments shall have the force of domestic law.” Accordingly, the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities is ratified by the parliament; consequently, its provisions (including article11) have the same force of law. Therefore, all provisions set forth to protect people in military conflicts will also be automatically applied and extended to the persons with disabilities exposed to risks emanated from hostilities and military conflicts.
Furthermore, the following measures are adopted to further protect persons with disabilities exposed to unforeseen events emanated from natural disasters, including: 
- Establishment of a crisis headquarters in SWOs with a special mission to help the injured persons mentioned in article 11,
- close cooperation between focal points of CRPD with Committee of Assistance to People with Disabilities. This committee is working under the realm of ministry of health. 

-  Holding awareness raising courses for teaching medical teams, families with disabled member, volunteers and relief staffs.

- Establishment of special support centres such as free of charge clinics, specialized hospitals, and pharmacies for war veterans (disabled in war) under the auspices of the Martyrs and Veterans Affairs Foundation.
questions 2 and 3:
· The two focal points for implementation of rights of persons with disabilities have good collaboration with military stakeholders. Focal points render advisory services to military stakeholders and hold training courses for them. 
· The representative of the Supreme Leader based in the FMVA is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the missions assigned to this foundation. 
· It should be noted that Iran’s High Council for Human Rights is also playing an important role in this field as a policy-making body, coordinator and monitoring power to  realize  human rights
question4:

 

· Article 19 of the Constitution stipulates that: “The people of Iran enjoy equal rights, regardless of the tribe or ethnic group to which they belong. Colour, race, language, and other such considerations shall not be grounds for special privileges.” Furthermore, according to Article 20 of the Constitution, “all citizens, whether man or woman, are equally protected by the law. They enjoy all the human, political, economic, social, and cultural rights that are in compliance with the Islamic criteria”.
· Commitment of crimes against persons with disability is criminalized in new legislations.
·  the Foundation of Martyrs and Veterans Affairs has established judicial assistance centers in cooperation with the judiciary in all justice centers of the provinces to provide free judicial support, assistance and counseling to the persons with disabilities.
question5:

 

· The Legal Affairs Deputy of FMVA is responsible for monitoring the situation to render support and assistance to the would-be victims of violence, abuse and crimes. The family courts together with Bar Association are mandated to fully support all victims, especially the vulnerable families. Specific regulations and modalities are in place to safeguard persons with disabilities and those who have suffered crimes or being victims of different types of violence, be it imposed war violence inflicted by the dictator Saddam‘s regime in Iraq or notorious terrorist groups such as MKO or DAESH.
· In line with Article 23 of “The National Law on Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”, FMVA provides the necessary supports such as finding, designating and hiring lawyers to assist persons with disabilities who have fallen victim to a crime, discriminated against or have been deprived of their human rights due to their disability. 
· The Department for Emergency Situations and the legal office of SWO, in close cooperation with Bar Association are in charge of supporting victims of exploitation, violence and crime, including finding and hiring lawyers as well as rendering other legal assistance through the entire legal proceedings.
question 6:
· Rendering support and assistance to civil society associations including victims and persons disabled due to the imposition of the 8-year-war, the victims of chemical weapons and their beloved families. Commemoration of  the victims of the chemical shillings of Sardasht- a city in Western part of Iran-
 done by close cooperation of NGOs, civil society and the government is a best practice  and a side-event hold during the OPCW sessions, a most welcome activity  attended and appreciated by the victims of chemical weapons and lovers of international peace and disarmament.
· Running a regular health monitoring program to carefully screen the situation of the persons with disabilities especially those who fallen victims of chemical weapons launched by Iraq against innocent people of Iran.
· Deployment of doctors to visit victims at their homes – or house call services- and to provide highest level of health insurance (gold insurance) as well as provision of rehabilitation equipment and hiring experienced nurses as required and requested by the victims.
· Holding workshops and seminars for awareness raising amongst the police officers, judges and security forces on ' how best to protect rights of persons with disabilities. 

Question 7:

· People with disabilities are exempt from public military services (obligatory military services for men). Also, the rule is exempting one of their first- degree family members from public service to secure care for that person with disability. This is a protective order.
· People with disabilities who are able to work and have the skills required by the armed forces, especially in the non-combat sector, are not deprived of recruitment in these forces.
· All people with psycho-social trauma, regardless of the origin and cause of the injury, are covered by the services of focal point organizations, but these people who are injured during the war, may receive further support by related organization. The imposition of war to Iran by Saddam, former dictator of Iraq (1980-1988) left many chemical, psycho- socio and limb disabilities.  With the aim of respecting the human dignity and citizenship of war victims, especially those who were involved in fields for national defence, Veterans Affairs Foundation established to provide services to these people. Therefore, veterans may receive further support from government than other disabled. 
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