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Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities




Call for Inputs:
Rebuilding Inclusive Societies in Post-Conflict Situations – the active involvement of Persons with Disabilities


Pursuant to Human Rights Council Resolution 44/10, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of person with disabilities has begun the preparation of his thematic report to the 78th session of the General Assembly to be presented in October 2023. The report will look at peacebuilding processes and the inclusion of persons with disabilities. 
The report will conclude a three-part series analysing the protection of persons with disabilities and their human rights across the peace continuum. In the first report in 2021 (A/76/146), the Special Rapporteur examined the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of armed conflict with the objective to open and inform a broader dialogue about the visibility of persons with disabilities throughout the entire peace continuum. The second report in 2022 (A/77/203), considered the context of military and peacekeeping operations and provided guidance and recommendations on better protection of persons with disabilities at the strategic, tactical and operational levels during active hostilities. 

Rationale and objectives 
Persons with disabilities have a unique contribution to make in re-building societies after conflicts. They have an innate instinct for inclusion – one of the key ingredients of any new political arrangement as well as an essential element for the enjoyment of human rights – and are therefore key actors towards a more sustainable and peaceful future. Disability is often perceived as a neutral issue transcending other divisions, making it easier to bring antagonists to the table, build common ground and reach agreements. A sustainable peace process is also one that comes to terms with the past and achieves accountability and moral repair for previous wrongs, which is just as important for persons with disabilities as it is for others.  
The positive impact of persons with disabilities in peace building processes has long been widely acknowledged. It therefore comes as a surprise that very little space is made in peacebuilding arrangements to facilitate their participation, and this despite international instruments articulating relevant guidance. 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) affords persons with disabilities a right to be closely consulted on all policies and decisions that affect them (Article 4.3) and to participate in political and public life (Article 29). Usefully, Article 29 sets out a series of positive actions that States can take to facilitate that participation. That is just as important in peacebuilding process as it is in the ordinary political process. Excluding persons with disabilities from peacebuilding processes means their perspectives and needs are not likely to be well reflected in post-conflict realities with a negative ripple effect on the enjoyment of their rights. Further, the CRPD specifically deals with situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (Article 11) and with inclusive international and development cooperation (Article 32). Moreover, the UN Security Council resolution 2475 (2019) explicitly recognizes the value and critical contributions that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations can and do have on conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction, peacebuilding and addressing the root causes of conflict. 
In this context, the Special Rapporteur will outline the evidence for the positive impact of persons with disabilities in peacebuilding processes, looking both at how their participation helped to advance the overall process and in the outcomes for them specifically. He also intends to explore how the UN peacebuilding architecture integrates and includes persons with disabilities, while considering parallels with similar processes such as women, peace and security. On the basis of his analysis and conclusions, the Special Rapporteur will make recommendations to achieve better inclusion of persons with disabilities in peacebuilding processes. 

Key questions 
To inform his report, the Special Rapporteur would like to seek written inputs from all interested stakeholders and strongly encourages sharing concrete examples of good practices where available. He is particularly interested in the following areas:  
Policy and practice
1. Please describe your strategy for engaging in and promoting conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding, including by sharing existing policy and other documents if available.
2. Please outline how do existing strategies and policies for engaging in and promoting conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding ensure the inclusion of and engagement with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations?
3. Please describe the involvement of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding through concrete examples. What steps were taken to facilitate that involvement? Please also describe and characterize their involvement in terms of impact. 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk126657308]Please outline how existing strategies and policies consider and include asylum seekers, refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons with disabilities in conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding through concrete examples, for instance regarding safe and inclusive conditions for return to areas affected by conflict. What steps are taken to facilitate their inclusion and involvement? Please also describe and characterize their involvement in terms of impact.
5. How is the diversity of disability and the intersection with other characteristics taken into consideration in conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding processes? 

Inclusion and participation of persons with disabilities  
6. How is the active involvement of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding encouraged and promoted? 
7. What are the challenges and barriers to ensuring persons with disabilities can meaningfully participate in conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding? 
8. Please share any suggestions on how the United Nations peacebuilding architecture can be improved to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities?
International cooperation and assistance
9. Please describe a conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding programming that you have developed, funded, and/or implemented and that is inclusive of persons with disabilities or their representative organizations. What were the key challenges, lessons learned and best practices?
10. When funding or supporting programming on conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding do you require reporting and monitoring and evaluation on measures to ensure inclusion of persons with disabilities?
11. Please describe whether the obligations of Article 32 of the CRPD (international cooperation) are/have been taken into consideration when developing policies and strategies for promoting conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding.
12. Please describe whether the obligations of Article 29 of the CRPD (participation in political and public life) are/have been taken into consideration when developing policies and strategies for promoting conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding.
13. How do you seek to give full effect to UN Security Council resolution 2475 (2019) to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities in relation to programming on conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding?
14. How can the current programming and funding for conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding be changed to be inclusive of persons with disabilities? Have you observed improvements in this regard in recent years? 

How to submit information
Please send your submissions no later than 5 April 2023 in English, French or Spanish in attachment by email to hrc-sr-disability@un.org, indicating in the heading “Submission to the call for inputs on peacebuilding”.  
Submissions will be posted on the Special Rapporteur’s webpage at the time of the publication of the report, except for those including a clear request not to be publicly disclosed. 
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