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Questionnaire on Reaching the furthest left behind: The participation of persons with disabilities in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Post-2030 discussions 

Contribution of the Republic of Slovenia




1.Please inform how persons with disabilities and their representative organizations are meaningfully consulted and their participation ensured during the follow-up and review processes of the 2030 Agenda at the regional, national and sub-national levels.

a) Is there a specific mechanism for follow-up and review of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals in the country? How are persons with disabilities included in this mechanism?

The Disability Organizations Act defines the obligation to consult with disability organizations when formulating policies and measures to ensure equal opportunities and fair treatment for persons with disabilities. Representative disability organizations represent and advocate for the interests of persons with disabilities in dialogue with national and international authorities; they propose representatives of persons with disabilities to working bodies within state and other authorities that address disability issues; they propose or appoint representatives of persons with disabilities to the bodies of similar international organizations and associations, and they connect and coordinate interests with other disability organizations.

From the point of view of European cohesion policy (this is an area covered by the Ministry of
Cohesion and Regional Development), the principles of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union (Charter) and the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Convention) must be considered within the framework of horizontal enabling conditions. This means that all projects must satisfy the fact that they were prepared or designed in the way that provisions of the Charter and the Convention are considered. For the implementation and monitoring of these two documents within the framework of the implementation of the European Cohesion Policy Program in the period 2021-2027 in Slovenia, the management authority accepted the Procedure for the implementation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in accordance with Council Decision 2010/48/ EC (https://evropskasredstva.si/app/uploads/2023/05/Postopkovnik_podpisana-verzija.pdf).

2. Please describe the participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in gathering data and producing Voluntary National Reports or Voluntary Local Reviews. Please share good practices in this regard.

Representatives from the field of human rights protection and the rights of persons with disabilities were involved in the preparation of documents at the level of the managing authority, where relevant.

a) What steps are being taken to facilitate their participation? Are there any awareness raising campaigns implemented to inform persons with disabilities of these processes?

For representatives of intermediary bodies, the managing authority organized two trainings about compliance with the principles of the Charter and the Convention. In the trainings there were presented general requirements that must be considered, some practices that are carried out in the context of other projects were also presented. It was explained how we can achieve the requirements of the Charter and the Convention in a certain area that projects relay on. The scope of the Charter and the Convention is described and presented on the website of the managing authority. On the website there is also a complaint form if people meet up some projects that do not comply with the principles of the Charter and the Convention. The form is also available in an easy-to-read format for persons with disabilities. Since the cohesion policy for the period 2021-2027 is in the phase of project approvals, we cannot point out good practices for the time being.

b) Are there any platforms in place for persons with disabilities and their representative organizations to contribute to the reporting process? How are they accessible? Is there are reasonable accommodation fund in place to secure the participation of persons with disabilities?

On the website there is a complaint form if people meet up some projects that do not comply
with the principles of the Charter and the Convention. The form is also available in an easy-to read format for persons with disabilities. (https://evropskasredstva.si/lahko-branje/).

c) How are the views of persons with disabilities incorporated in these reports?

Since the cohesion policy for the period 2021-2027 is in the phase of project approvals, we cannot point out good practices for the time being. Also on the website form we have not received any complaints yet.

4) Please provide information on whether capacity-building programmes are in place, including specific funding, to allow persons with disabilities to meaningfully engage and participate in the process of follow-up and review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the regional, national and sub-national level.

The Ministry of Cohesion and Regional Development has approved European funds for the project "All-Slovenian awareness campaign on social inclusion of people with disabilities". The intermediary body in this case is the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs. The National Council of Disability Organizations of Slovenia, together with its project partner, the Urban Institute of the Republic of Slovenia, will carry out a nationwide campaign to raise awareness of social inclusion of people with disabilities within the framework of the project. The campaign aims to increase social responsibility and the acceptance of various social groups, with an emphasis on people with disabilities.
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