	
	
	



Sightsavers contribution: Questions for the call for inputs for the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities

To inform her report, the Special Rapporteur would like to seek written inputs from all interested stakeholders and strongly encourages sharing concrete examples of good practices where available. She is particularly interested in the following areas: 
	Questions
	Responses

	1. Please inform how persons with disabilities and their representative organizations are meaningfully consulted and their participation ensured during the follow-up and review processes of the 2030 Agenda at the regional, national and sub-national levels.
	
Guinee
People with disabilities were consulted during the VNR process through a series of consultations addressed to the different strata of civil society, which were held in the natural regions and then in the capital. They were organised by teams formed by members of the national technical committee

Kenya
United Disabled Persons of Kenya (UDPK) was the co-covenor  of the civil society report which will be annexed to the government report. UDPK in turn secured inputs from OPD members to inform the larger group. This was through a consultative process.

Senegal
Persons with disabilities are consulted at least twice a year through the multi-stakeholder committee (including civil society and government). 


Sierra Leone
Persons with disabilities were consulted during the VNR process through the National Commision for Persons with Disability and the Integrated Civil society Platform.  Consultations were done at both national and regional levels. A one-day national engagement was also conducted on the status of persons with disability in the country.

Uganda
Persons with disabilities were consulted through their national umbrella OPD, the National Union of Disabled Persons of Uganda (NUDIPU). For instance, in the recent population census, NUDIPU representative participated in the planning that preceded the census exercise. NUDIPU was able to influence the inclusion of questions that enabled collection of meaningful data related to disability.

Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe has two major OPD umbrella bodies: the Federation of Disabled Persons of Zimbabwe (FODPZ) and the National Association and Society for the Care of the Handicapped (NASCOH). These two are always consulted on all national processes, and they have mobilised their members to participate in voluntary local reviews. The OPD umbrella groups constantly fight for PWD involvement in all national processes and for all national concerns to be framed through a disability lens. 

	a. Is there a specific mechanism for follow-up and review of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals in the country? How are persons with disabilities included in this mechanism?

	Guinee
The government recently set up the ‘’Programme de Reference Intermédiaire (PRI)’’, but it has not yet been sufficiently popularised among people living with disabilities, although some of the people who belong to organisations representing people with disabilities have been involved in this process. This document needs to be disseminated to a wider audience.

Kenya
the SDG platform, a civil society partner works closely with State department of planning to ensure civil society is involved. SBG is very conscious of disability and has ensured effective representation for persons with disability in different forums.

 Senegal
 There is a multi-stakeholder committee (including civil society and government) which consult the civil society at least twice a year and aim to monitor SDGs and produce an annual report. The main civil society network, CONGAD, also have an SDG working group which meets quarterly. The Federation of people with disabilities is a member of the SDG working group which is itself a member of the multistakeholder committee.

Sierra Leone
The Integrated Civil Society Platform for which Organisations of Persons with Disability are part of, will continue to follow and monitor progress on the implementation of the SDGs even after this VNR Process.  We have agreed to rotate charing and meeting venue from one organisation to another so that One organisation ( Sightsavers) could be seen as Charing all the time. This is to also promote inclusion.

Uganda
The follow-up and review are through NUDIPU.  NUDIPU is a member of the CSO SDG monitoring Committee under the National NGO Forum.

Zimbabwe
The Ministry of Public Service, Labour, and Social Welfare has established a specialised unit named SDGs and Agenda 2030, whose primary responsibility is to coordinate and oversee government implementation of SDGs. The CSOs came together under the banner The SDGs Reference Group, whose membership includes OPDs. This group serves as a watchdog and monitors how the government is implementing the SDGs. The Reference Group also has a special Thematic area on Disability, and it ensures that disability inclusion is integrated into all themes.


	1. Please describe the participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in gathering data and producing Voluntary National Reviews or Voluntary Local Reviews. Please share good practices in this regard. 




	Guinee:
People with disabilities made contributions to the various drafts of the report, which was drawn up with the strategic development offices of the various departments and key stakeholders.

Kenya: 
The idea of having a co –convenor from the umbrella body in Kenya was very welcome. Kenya National Bureau of Statistics is willing to train partners on citizen collected data and UDPK has expressed interest. UDPK played a leading role in all the review meetings.

Sierra Leone:
The Ministry of Planning Economic and Development (MoPED) ensured that Persons with Disability through their Organisations were involved in data collection in the field.  The PWDs that were involved visited homes of persons with disabilities and schools for the blind to get one to one discussion on the implementation, progress and Challenges of the SDGs. They also used this opportunity to distribute brailled books on the SDGs in schools for the blind and district/community libraries. The findings from theses consultations feed into the VNR.

Uganda:
NUDIPU participated in CSO High level consultation meeting to contribute to the VNR Report. NUDIPU led the OPD consultations that also fed into the VR Report.

Zimbabwe:
The Zimbabwean government, in collaboration with partners, conducted voluntary local reviews (VLRs) and provincial consultations on the government's implementation of the SDGs. The government will ensure OPDs members attend all of these critical meetings. The selection of venues for meetings also enabled PWDs to participate. All meeting schedules were accessible to everyone, and people with disabilities were encouraged to attend VLRs and other SDG-related meetings. When it came to preparing the VNR report, the government assembled a team of drafters recruited from several government ministries, the business sector, academia, CSOs, and OPDs. People with disabilities self-represented in the VNR draft squad.


	a. What steps are being taken to facilitate their participation? Are there any awareness-raising campaigns implemented to inform persons with disabilities of these processes?

	Guinee: 
To facilitate their participation, invitations were sent to the regional delegations to contact them in order to invite them. There was no specific information campaign aimed at people with disabilities for this report.

Kenya: 
UDPK has played a key role especially in 2024 unlike 2020 and passed this message to OPD.

Sierra Leone:
At the initial meeting held at the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development, it was agreed Persons with disability participate fully to ensure inclusion. The National Commission for Persons with disability and other OPDs are members of the Integrated Civil Society Platform and awareness raising on the participation of more PWDs has been ongoing through media engagement.

Uganda:
The umbrella OPD (NUDIPU) conducts advocacy for right of persons with disability. This is usually done in collaboration with agencies such as Sightsavers. Government also conducted inclusive awareness campaigns through different channels like social media, TV, radio sports, to ensure all people are reached including people with disabilities through their networks.

Zimbabwe
OPD umbrella bodies, with the support of partners like as Sightsavers, held awareness-raising meetings for people with disabilities. These meetings helped PWDs understand the need of monitoring the implementation of SDGs from a disability lens. Following these discussions, PWDs were involved in both VLRs and additional consultation meetings that contributed to the development of the VNR report.


	b. Are there any platforms in place for persons with disabilities and their representative organizations to contribute to the reporting process? How are they accessible? Is there reasonable accommodation fund in place to secure the participation of persons with disabilities?

	In Guinee:
No, there is no platform on which people with disabilities can make these contributions. They were made thanks to the regional consultations that were organised.

Kenya
Yes, this was facilitated by UDPK and SDG forum. SLI have been provided and facilitated OPD from rural areas participate.

Sierra Leone
Yes, there is a platform at the technical level within the Ministry of Planning, in which persons with disability do have access to improve on the data collection through meeting, group conversation, email exchange or WhatsApp messages. 
Furthermore, in the civil society integrated group of which persons living with disabilities are part off. Do engage with Parliamentary Committee on SDGs on data collection in the VNR process. 
However, funding is a challenge. However, with the support from Ministry of Planning and National Commission for Person’s  with disability, organizations for person’s  with disabilities are benefiting from the support given to civil society integrated on SDGs to facilitate data collection funded by UNDP and Sightsavers International.

Uganda
Through NUDIPU, OPDs and people with disabilities are consulted where Sign Language Interpretation was provided, and personal assistants facilitated.

Zimbabwe
Yes, there is a platform for OPDs to participate in SDG initiatives in both the government and CSO spaces. In terms of government, there is a special Directorate on Disability Affairs, whose primary responsibility is to guarantee that persons with disabilities are fully involved in all other national initiatives. The processes that led to the preparation of the VNR report were particularly inclusive, as the report's writing team included persons with disabilities. The SDGs Reference Group was formed by CSOs and comprised OPDs and their umbrella groups.


	c. How are the views of persons with disabilities incorporated in these reports?
	Guinee
The comments and reactions made by people with disabilities during the various regional consultations are incorporated into the report.

In Kenya, 
This is done through their representative organisations.

In Sierra Leone
The views of persons with disabilities are fully in cooperated into the report through the district's consultations, including the one-day consultations for OPDs on the VNR and the validation process done by the Government and its partners.  

Uganda
After the consultations with OPDs and persons with Disabilities, NUDIPU submitted the report to the advisory committee for their views to be incorporated in the final national report.

Zimbabwe
Views of persons with disabilities were documented at various levels. Each time VLRs were held, OPDs were invited to attend and have their perspectives recorded. The OPD umbrella groups have also scheduled their own meetings with the government, during which they will make their own submissions. During the development of the national VNR report, consultative meetings were held to solicit feedback from people on the government's implementation of the SDGs; PWDs were invited to attend these meetings, and their perspectives were recorded by the drafting team. Persons with disabilities have a seat on the drafting squad. 


	2. Is the data gathered for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development being disaggregated by disability? If so, how is it accessible for persons with disabilities?

	
Guinee
Data is not disaggregated by disability.

Kenya
The data is not being disaggregated by disability. However, the Governance team at statistics bureau is exploring how this could change in future.

Uganda
The disaggregation is limited to some disability type (visible disability). It is not comprehensive enough. Invisible disabilities are often not specified.

Zimbabwe
Disability Disaggregated Data remains an issue. In the previous census, the central statistics team sought to use the Washington Group Question.


	4. Please provide information on whether capacity-building programmes are in place, including specific funding, to allow persons with disabilities to meaningfully engage and participate in the process of follow-up and review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the regional, national and sub-national level.



                                                                    
	Guinee
People with disabilities are organised and fairly well represented in the country, with local branches. But they lack the financial support to help them monitor the 2030 Agenda or other development goals.

 Kenya
Kenya has a vibrant OPD movement though there might be funding challenges but meaningful participation of OPD and their members has been fa key agenda and is work in progress.
        
Sierra Leone
The disability community in Sierra Leone has some very strong and capacitated individuals. Unfortunately, there are inadequate funding challenges.

Uganda
Disability Rights Fund (DRF) was one of the Capacity building funds for OPDs and supported OPDs in different sectors. Unfortunately, this ended last year 2023. Government set up the Disability fund called the Special grant both at National and District levels for economic empowerment of persons with disabilities and offered an affirmative action under PDM of 10% for persons with disabilities to access PDM funds.

Zimbabwe
The SDGs Reference Group with support from partners like Sightsavers carried capacity building training workshops to OPDs, however these training mainly focussed on the capital city of Zimbabwe, more of these training are needed to be done throughout Zimbabwe.



	For organizations of persons with disabilities, and organizations working on disability rights:
1. Please describe the barriers experienced in participating in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda at the international, regional, national and/or sub-national levels. Please share any good practices in participating in these processes and advocating for the mainstreaming of the rights of persons with disabilities. 
	Sierra Leone:
Organizations of person’s living disabilities with the civil societies integrated platform faced with several barriers in the data collection, such as coordination within and among Civil Societies, MDAs, and Local Authorities. Also, timing and adequate funding remains a major barrier on this process. More importantly, we are happy to note that in short notice when funds where available, we were able to galvanize civil societies organizations including organizations of person’s living with disabilities to undertake the regional and districts consultations on the VNR data collection and follow-up activities. This is to shows high level commitments in the VNR process by civil societies organizations.  

Uganda
In Uganda, there is a well streamlined SDG monitoring mechanism through set committees. The challenge has been the responsible leads’ failure to call for regular meetings which would be very critical. GoU following the 2020 Uganda VNR identified gaps in the involvement of persons with disabilities and called for a dialogue with OPDs and other stakeholders in 2022, to share and develop strategies for disability inclusive in SDG implementation and an action plan was developed.

Zimbabwe
The most significant barrier to PWD involvement is a lack of support (reasonable accommodations) to facilitate their participation (for example, the majority will require a personal assistant, captioning, Braille, and so on). Second, OPDs lack financial means for sustaining their work in general, and last, they lack the expertise and knowledge required to comprehend government operations. 



	2. Please share any experience or barriers encountered related to the participation or involvement in the annual High Level Political Forums, and in particular the SDG Summit of 2023 and the High-Level Dialogue on Financing for Development.
	None of the countries reporting this year did it in 2023.


	3. Describe whether you are currently aware and engaging in the process leading to the Summit for the Future 2024 and its outcome documents and the Social Summit in 2025. Please identify your thematic priorities, if any, when engaging in these processes. 

	Sierra Leone:
Yes, I am aware of the process leading to the Summit of the Future in September 2024. Sightsavers has identified a youth Campaigner, we have also shared a press release in which we stated some personal quotes and stating why it is important for leaders to listen and consult persons with disabilities, particularly young persons. We are planning consultations with OPDs and other key stakeholders to discuss the summit and our youth Campaigner will work closely with other advocates to ensure more persons with disabilities are included in this upcoming UN Summit.

Uganda
Sightsavers UCO together with the campaigns team are planning an engagement with the Permanent Mission in the UN to Brief them on why strengthening disability-inclusion within the outcome documents of the Summit of the Future is necessary and provide them with specific language proposals to be able to add these to their comments on future rounds of the outcome documents.
Zimbabwe
Yes, we are currently aware and are working on initiatives leading to the Summit of the Future. The Equal Zimbabwe Campaign has been collaborating with Equal World Youth Champion Tapiwa Mutsikira, a world leading athlete and a passionate advocate for disability rights. In May 2024 Tapiwa participated in the UN Civil Society conference, where he had the opportunity to share his personal experiences and insights on disability inclusion in Zimbabwe during an organized Side event. He also raised awareness and advocated for the inclusion of young people with disabilities in the Summit of the Future and beyond. Tapwia and the other youth champions will appear in a mini documentary that is being produced over the next two months, which will be shared and played at the Summit of the Future in September. 

	b. In light of the global crises facing the world, including armed conflicts, natural disasters, and health crises, and the financial implications of these crises, do you find that this has impacted programmes to implement the Sustainable Development Goals in your country? How have your efforts to advocate for the implementation of the sustainable development goals for people with disabilities been affected?

	Sierra Leone:
The global crisis has impacted on the implementation of the SDGs . As a country that heavily depends on donor support to undertake development programmes, during the COVID 19, Sierra Leone did not receive much support from International
 Partners. Also the conflicts around the world has affected the chain of supplies for key agricultural products, thus challenging the implementation of SDG 1 and 2 
Due to these crisis, PWDs had inadequate suoport to implement their advicacy activities All these crises also affected the advocacy activities of persons with disabilities as there were inadequate support to implement them.

Uganda 
Uganda hasn’t been an exception from the impacts of global crises and their effect on SDG implementation. Uganda is implementing LNOB through the Parish Development Model (PDM), unfortunately, people with disabilities miss out due to a lack of National IDs and personalized phone numbers which frustrates our work.

Zimbabwe
The biggest challenge is climate change, this year alone Zimbabwe will be experience the worst drought in 40 years.
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