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Response to Call for Inputs: Reaching the furthest left behind: The participation of persons with disabilities in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Post-2030 discussions

I. Introduction
Established in 1999, the International Disability Alliance (IDA) stands at the forefront of global advocacy efforts to promote the rights and inclusion of persons with disabilities in all aspects of society. IDA is an organization of persons with disabilities comprising of a diverse network of organizations representing persons with disabilities worldwide. IDA serves as a unified voice, championing the implementation of international frameworks such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
We note that the guiding questionnaire for the Call for Inputs is broad and presents an array of issues. This joint submission will focus on five core issues as identified in responses of IDA members involved in reporting processes. To this end, the submission will focus on the following: 
i. Identified barriers and good practices.   
ii. Accountability consultation mechanisms
iii. Participation of persons with disabilities in the voluntary national review processes
iv. Accessibility measures
v. Data disaggregation 

I. Identifying barriers and good practices in Participating in the 2030 Agenda Follow-up and Review
Persons with disabilities and organizations advocating for disability rights face multifaceted barriers in engaging with the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda across international, regional, national, and sub-national levels. Common challenges include the lack of awareness campaigns, limited government prioritization, inefficient and inaccessible systems, resource constraints, and the adverse effects of global crises such as armed conflicts, natural disasters, and health emergencies. These barriers hinder meaningful participation, exacerbate existing inequalities, and undermine efforts to mainstream the rights of persons with disabilities into policy frameworks.
The BRIDGE CRPD-SDG capacity building programme is one example of a good practice that could be highlighted and further enhanced. It is a unique inclusive capacity development initiative between the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC), with support from the Disability Rights Fund, with the aim of supporting OPDs to develop an inclusive and comprehensive CRPD perspective on development, including the agenda 2030 and sustainable development goals (SDGs), and to reinforce their advocacy for inclusion and realization of right of persons of persons with disabilities. BRIDGE CRPD-SDG was devised to respond to increasing demands for trainings on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and inclusive development, and how these link to achieving Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. It is a coordinated training investment, drawing from the resources and experiences of the IDA and IDDC networks and their members. Over 1700 OPDs have been trained through the Bridge CRPD-SDG initiative. In total almost 3000 people, 872 OPDs from 48 countries were trained at 62 trainings between 2020 – 2023 from Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Middle East and North Africa and the Pacific. This has had a significant impact on engagement and participation in CRPD and SDG reporting and accountability processes by OPDs across the world, including by IDA members (e.g. AOPD, ADF, EDF, RIADIS) in regional reporting on the 2030 agenda. 
At the national level other good practices have emerged, demonstrating effective strategies for engagement and advocacy. In Argentina, for instance, organizations like FAICA have leveraged collaboration with other disability-focused groups to prepare alternative reports with accessible measures, including easy-to-read formats and English translations. These reports analyze specific SDG targets related to education, gender equality, and health, providing valuable insights for policymakers and international committees. Additionally, initiatives such as virtual workshops on SDGs and training sessions for affiliates have helped disseminate information and foster dialogue within the disability community, empowering individuals to advocate for their rights and contribute to the SDG implementation process. These grassroots efforts underscore the importance of inclusive and accessible approaches in advancing the agenda of disability rights within the broader framework of sustainable development.
In light of the above, IDA recommends that the Special Rapporteur in her thematic report explicitly addresses the barriers which prevent people with disabilities from participating actively and effectively in the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 agenda and post 2030 discussions, specifically recommending to States to:  
· Financially support initiatives such as the BRIDGE CRPD-SDG programme by IDA-IDDC, which builds the capacity of persons with disabilities and OPDs to engage effectively in SDG processes. This includes providing training on advocacy, CRPD compliance, policy analysis, data interpretation, inclusive budgeting and monitoring and evaluation techniques.
· Foster international cooperation to share good practices and resources for disability inclusion in the 2030 Agenda and post-2030 discussions.
· Ensure physical, digital, and communication accessibility in all public and private spaces where discussions and implementation activities related to the 2030 Agenda take place.

II. Accountability consultation mechanisms 
In assessing the meaningful consultation and participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the follow-up and review processes of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, it's evident that while some efforts are underway, significant gaps persist. Across various countries, sporadic meetings and workshops are organized, primarily by ministries or NGOs, yet concrete outputs remain elusive. In Kenya, the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection engages stakeholders, including Organizations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs), but there's room for enhancement. Similarly, in Malta, representation is facilitated by NGOs like the Malta Federation for Organisations Persons with Disabilities (MFOPD), albeit without a specific mechanism. Conversely, in countries like Türkiye, Nepal, Libya, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka, no formal mechanisms for consultation exist. Japan demonstrates a structured approach with its SDGs Promotion Headquarters and Roundtable, although the inclusion of organizations of persons with disabilities is notably absent from these processes. Pakistan echoes this sentiment with a lack of consultation mechanisms for inclusion in SDGs follow-up and review. In Peru, consultations by the Government through entities like the National Center for Strategic Planning (CEPLAN) lack the effective participation of persons with disabilities, with little visibility given to their contributions, often hidden within broader civil society consultations.
Furthermore, Peru's monitoring platform for SDG indicators, developed by the National Institute of Statistics and Informatics (INEI), lacks accessibility criteria, making it inaccessible to persons with disabilities. Moreover, it fails to disaggregate data, thereby obscuring the specific challenges faced by persons with disabilities.
Besides, the incorporation of views of organizations of persons with disabilities into voluntary national reviews (VNRs) and the existence of consultation mechanisms also pose significant challenges. Instances of meaningful incorporation of these views are scarce, as reported in countries like Pakistan, where there's a lack of mechanisms for consultation from the outset. In Peru, despite attempts to involve organizations of persons with disabilities, structural barriers persist, hindering effective participation. Additionally, political and ideological factors in some regions impede the recognition of the SDG agenda as a valuable tool for expanding rights and implementing inclusive policies. This is exacerbated by the government's stance on social organizations, further marginalizing their role in the SDG implementation process. Therefore, while there are efforts to address these issues, the overall landscape reflects a pressing need for more inclusive approaches and policy frameworks to ensure the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in the review and implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Despite reported awareness-raising campaigns, concrete measures to ensure the participation of persons with disabilities, including those from underrepresented groups, are lacking. The International Federation for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus notes the presence of national mechanisms to monitor UNCRPD implementation, yet they report minimal visibility and engagement with their members. No specific mechanisms are known for monitoring SDGs in their respective countries.
On the other hand, some efforts of the governments to involve persons with disabilities in the implementation of the 2030 agenda have been reduced to promote awareness-raising campaigns often focused on specific topics like electoral rights for persons with disabilities in certain regions.
In light of the above, IDA recommends that the Special Rapporteur in her thematic report explicitly addresses the relevance to develop accountability mechanisms to involve persons with disabilities in the implementation of the 2030 agenda calling on States to: 
· Allocate budget to OPDs to prepare periodic reports to monitor the implementation of the SDGs at the local and national levels.
· Establish independent oversight bodies or ombudsman offices to monitor the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and address complaints from persons with disabilities. These bodies should have the authority to investigate and recommend corrective actions to set up inclusive consultation mechanisms for everyone.
· Ensure that access to these mechanisms are available in multiple formats (e.g., online, telephone, in-person) and are equipped with accommodations such as sign language interpretation and Braille materials.

III. Participation of Persons with Disabilities in the Voluntary national Reviews 
Regarding the participation of persons with disabilities, including those from underrepresented groups, in national voluntary review processes, our members reported that most of the times persons with disabilities are excluded from the consultation processes, since they do not receive any information about them. Similarly, there is not budget allocated by the governments to provide accessibility and reasonable accommodations to ensure the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in   monitoring the implementation of the SDGs at the national level.
Across various countries, the participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the Voluntary National Review processes (VNRs) or Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) does not vary significantly.
For instance, in countries such as Türkiye, Nepal, Libya, Japan, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka, there is a notable absence of consultation mechanisms or active participation. The situation is almost the same in the Latin American countries such as Argentina, Colombia, Peru, Guatemala, Bolivia and Dominican Republic, in which persons with disabilities are completely absent of both, the initial consultations to produce the VNR and the consultation to review the draft of the VNR prepared by governments.
However, in some instances, like in Kenya and Malta, efforts are made to engage OPDs and NGOs through consultation meetings or email correspondence, though challenges remain in funding and active involvement. In some countries such as Kenya or Japan, sometimes the government creates or conduct roundtables with civil society in order to have a glimpse of information, this depends on the allocation of the budget of the government, and also there’s no follow up or implementation.
In order to increase the involvement of persons with disabilities in the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 agenda, IDA started to provide some microgrants and technical support to encourage their members to produce parallel SDGs reports. Under this initiative, from 2017 up to now IDA has supported the elaboration of 27 national reports and six regional reports prepared and led by OPDs.   
Overall, while there are pockets of good practices and efforts to include persons with disabilities in reporting processes, significant gaps in accessibility, participation mechanisms, and funding persist, highlighting the need for more concerted efforts to ensure the meaningful inclusion of persons with disabilities in the engagement of VNRs and VLRs.
In light of the above, IDA recommends that the Special Rapporteur in her thematic report explicitly addresses the participation of persons with disabilities in the VNRs processes, specifically recommending to States to:  
· Allocate specific budget to OPDs to prepare parallel SDGs reports to monitor the implementation of the SDGs from a CRPD perspective 
· Establish inclusive governance structures at all levels, including national and local, that ensure the participation of persons with disabilities through their representative organizations in decision-making processes related to the SDGs and the elaboration of the VNRs.
· Recommend the creation of formal consultation mechanisms where persons with disabilities through their representative organizations (DPOs) are systematically consulted during the planning, implementation, and monitoring of SDG-related policies and programs.
· Ensure that persons with disabilities are represented in all relevant bodies responsible for SDG implementation, such as national SDG councils, advisory committees, and monitoring boards.
IV. Accessibility Measures and platforms for contribution
While there are few instances of engagement, there's a general lack of dedicated platforms for persons with disabilities and their representative organizations to contribute to the reporting process. Besides, most of the organizations of persons with disabilities ignore that in their countries exist civil society platforms of coalitions in which they can be involved to prepare SDGs parallel reports in a collaborative way and elaborate the statements presented by the VNR countries during the HLPF.
In countries such as Kenya or Japan, there is an initiative to include people from underrepresented backgrounds in the engagement of NGOs. In Japan, Disabled Persons Week has been established and awareness-raising activities are being carried out regarding general measures for persons with disabilities. Accessibility remains a challenge, as seen in Peru's experience where engagement is sought but hindered by accessibility barriers such as the lack of captioning and sign language in the in person and online meetings organized by the national coalitions for the implementation of SDGs. Additionally, reasonable accommodation funds to facilitate OPD participation are often non-existent.
Despite these challenges, initiatives like the Inclusive and Accessible Urban Development Programme by WBU exemplify efforts to incorporate the views of persons with disabilities, demonstrate good practices in actively seeking the participation of persons with disabilities, including those from underrepresented groups and advocating for accessibility as a fundamental human right and providing expert advisory input in global reports such as the 2023 Global Report on Sustainable Development Goal 11.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]In light of the above, IDA recommends that the Special Rapporteur in her thematic report explicitly addresses the accessibility measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can participate on equal basis with others in the platforms to contribute to the implementation and monitoring of the 2030 agenda and post-2030 discussions, specifically recommending to States to:  
· Ensure that all digital platforms, including government websites, online services, and communication tools used for SDG implementation and post-2030 discussions are accessible to persons with disabilities. This includes compliance with international web accessibility standards such as the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG).
· Mandate that all information related to the 2030 Agenda is provided in accessible formats, including Braille, large print, sign language, audio descriptions, and easy-to-read versions. This will ensure that persons with disabilities can access and understand relevant information.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Support the provision and subsidization of assistive technologies and devices that facilitate the participation of persons with disabilities in SDG monitoring and post 2030 discussions. This includes screen readers, hearing aids, mobility aids, and other adaptive tools.
· Foster partnerships between governments, international organizations, and OPDs to leverage expertise and resources for disability-inclusive SDG implementation. Such partnerships should be based on principles of co-creation and mutual respect.


V. Data disaggregation 
In the assessment of data disaggregation and capacity-building programs for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the situation varies across countries but reveals significant gaps. In Kenya and Malta, there is a lack of disaggregated data, although efforts are made to address this through proposed survey projects. Similarly, countries like Türkiye, Nepal, Libya, Japan, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka report either no data disaggregation or insufficient measures in place. 
In light of the above, IDA recommends that the Special Rapporteur in her thematic report explicitly addresses data disaggregation and ensure the involvement of persons with disabilities in data related processes in the context of the SDGs implementation, specifically recommending to States to:  
· Encourage the systematic collection of disaggregated data on disability to inform SDG monitoring and implementation and beyond. Data should be disaggregated by disability type, age, gender, and other intersecting identities to identify and address specific needs and barriers.

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and its members highlight in this submission the significant strides and persistent challenges in ensuring the inclusion of persons with disabilities in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and post-2030 discussions. Despite various efforts and initiatives across different regions, the engagement of persons with disabilities remains inconsistent and often inadequate. This lack of meaningful participation is largely due to barriers such as insufficient accessibility measures, inadequate consultation mechanisms, limited data disaggregation and little investment in capacity building and participation initiatives for OPDs.
IDA and its members underscore the importance of continuous advocacy and strategic partnerships to achieve a more inclusive and equitable world where the rights and views of persons with disabilities are not only recognized but actively included in the pursuit of sustainable development goals and post 2030 agenda discussions.
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