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Italy’s contribution concerning the
Call for input for the 2024 reports of the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to development


Following the request from the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to development, Italian authorities are pleased to the following information.

A. Climate justice: Loss and damage

Specific questions / issues
1. How is the realisation of the right to development impacted by both economic and non-economic loss and damage from climate change? How is the impact experienced differently and/or disproportionately by different individuals (e.g., children and women), groups (e.g., Indigenous Peoples) and States (e.g., Small Island Developing States)?

In accordance with the reference framework represented by Law no. 125/2014, and in the plan of action outlined by the UN 2030 Agenda, the Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security (MASE) outlined its own “Policy and Planning Act for International Environmental Cooperation”. This document defines the strategic lines of action, tools and thematic sectors at the core of  environmental cooperation activities, along the Italian role played at the international level for the protection and restoration of the environment and for combating climate change.
The MASE also manages the main Italian public tool aimed at contributing to the global commitment of developed countries to mobilise 100 billion dollars per year in Climate Finance. The Italian Climate Fund, established by Law No. 234/2021, managed by Cassa Depositi e Prestiti, was launched at the 27th Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP27) held in Sharm el-Sheikh in November 2022. It supports initiatives contributing to climate and environmental protection in partner countries by financing public and private entities. With an allocation equal to 4.2 billion euro over five years (2022-2026), the Italian Climate Fund will be able to operate through a wide range of financial instruments: financing, investments in funds, guarantees and non-repayable grants. 
In addition Cassa Depositi e Prestiti acts as financing partner alongside the Fund on specific projects. Indeed climate change, inclusive and sustainable growth, innovation and digitisation, support for value chains are at the core of 2022-2024 Strategic Plan of Cassa Depositi e Prestiti, to respond to the great challenges that Italy has ahead of it, making a concrete contribution to the relaunch of the country. This document looks to the future with a great sense of responsibility and clearly defines main objectives: to play a decisive role in the growth and sustainable development of Italy, make up for the country’s delays and achieve a significant economic, social and environmental impact, staying alongside local areas and enterprises. Over the three years of the Plan, Cassa Depositi e Prestiti will mobilise resources of 65 billion euros (+5% compared to the previous three years), attracting a further 63 billion from third parties (+27%), for a total of 128 billion of resources directed towards the country. Actions and investments will be increasingly guided by selection criteria, with great attention to ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) principles. Financial instruments, technical evaluation, advisory and blending will also help to strengthen Cassa Depositi e Prestiti role in the field of international cooperation, in partnership with multilateral development banks.  
To support sustainable growth in partner countries, while at the same time helping to promote an increase in pro capita income and greater socio-economic and financial inclusion of women, young people and the most vulnerable populations, four strategic priorities for Cassa Depositi e Prestiti action using its own resources have been defined:
· supporting initiatives for the sustainable and inclusive growth of local agri-food and manufacturing supply chains (SDG 2, 5, 8).
· supporting initiatives for the development of sustainable and resilient transport infrastructures (SDG 9, 11, 13).
· contributing to improving access to credit, also through the development of local financial intermediaries (SDG 8, 10).
· contributing to improving access to services (i.e. water, sanitation facilities, health, education, energy, telecommunications/digital - SDG 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10), also through the construction of the necessary infrastructures.

2. What are the obligations of States and other actors such as development finance institutions and businesses to prevent, mitigate and remediate the impacts of climate change-related loss and damage on human rights, including the right to development?

The Paris Agreement states in Article 8 that countries “recognize the importance of avoiding, minimizing, and addressing loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change.” From that formulation, so vague but so important, policy has made progress since 2015, and in 2022, Italy has supported the adoption of the key decision of COP27, which envisages the launch of a multilateral fund precisely for compensating loss and damage for the most affected countries. 

3. What is the legal and/or moral basis for States and other actors including businesses to contribute to the Fund for climate change-related loss and damage?

On the occasion of the summit of Heads of State and Government at COP28, Italy was recognised as the first global donor of the above mentioned Fund to compensate for loss and damage.
Following the recall concerning 4.2 billion euro Italian Climate Fund already launched in 2021 and 2022, our Country announced an Italian contribution of 100 million to the Fund, thus equalizing the contributions of France and Germany, and surpassing that of the United States by more than five times.
The partnerships signed at COP28 aim to strengthen the Cassa Depositi e Prestiti commitment to sustainable development, a priority to which it has committed more than 6.3 billion euro in 2022 and the first half of 2023, of which 5.6 billion euro will go to the fight against climate change and ecosystem protection, and the remainder to the sustainable development of emerging countries. In 2023, Cassa Depositi e Prestiti also issued its first 500 million euro Green Bond, the proceeds of which will primarily finance infrastructure investments in renewable energy, energy and water efficiency, and sustainable mobility.
The agreements include Cassa Depositi e Prestiti entry into the Blue Mediterranean Partnership, a multilateral initiative for 'blue economy' projects in the Mediterranean; a partnership with the African Development Bank (AfDB) through the Global Green Bond Initiative (GGBI), which aims to develop green bond markets in emerging economies; and North Macedonia's entry into the Just Energy Transition Investment Platform (JETIP), a partnership to foster a just energy transition in the country and an additional €50 million loan to the African Finance Corporation, the continent's primary multilateral development bank, for investments in renewable energy sources and sustainable infrastructure.
Cassa Depositi e Prestiti also plans to participate in several panels on renewable energy development, greenhouse gas reduction and youth inclusion, sponsored respectively by the UN Global Compact, UNDP and Save the Children.

4. In addition to making a financial contribution to the Fund, what non-financial components may be relevant from a climate justice perspective (e.g., transfer of green technologies, building of capacity and relocation pathways for climate-induced migrants)?
5. How should a human rights-based approach to operationalise and administer the Fund look like (e.g., integration of considerations such as accessibility, non-discrimination, fair representation in decision making, gender responsiveness, and accommodation for marginalised communities and countries especially vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change)?

The Italian Cooperation pursues the well-being of the planet in its actions by ensuring that no initiative leads to the degradation of the ecosystem ("compliance") and by working to ensure that an increasing number of initiatives include objectives of environmental protection, the fight against climate change, the conservation of biodiversity, the fight against desertification and the reduction of the risk of disasters ("integration" and "mainstreaming").
The eruption of the crisis triggered by the pandemic into the global landscape, in terms of health protection and the resilience, and later recovery, of socio-economic systems, risks overshadowing another emergency that in the status quo ante was at the centre of national and international priorities for action, the climate emergency. Climate, environment and clean energy remain priorities of Italian Cooperation, as provided in the 3-years Programming Document (2021-2023, as well as the forthcoming one) and this also to protect the national interest in promoting sustainable development, economic and social stability, good governance and the protection of rights, peace and security.
Furthermore, with a focus over the African continent as provided in the programmatic document signed by Italy and African Countries on the occasion of the recent summit convened last January in Rome, energy and climate cooperation, as well as countering migration, will be among the top priorities of Italy's G7 presidency this year.

B. The right to development of children and future generations


	Specific questions / issues
1. What does the right to development mean for children in line with the relevant policy frameworks and normative instruments? What about the right to development of future generations?
2. How are the human rights of children and future generations impacted by development-related decisions (e.g., related to economic development or new technologies) made by the present adult generation? Please provide examples from your country or area of work.

In line with the priorities of the Italian 2019-2021 mandate in the UN Human Rights Council, particular attention has been and will be continuously paid to protecting the rights of the most vulnerable and/or socially discriminated and their organisations, namely children as for the fight against the exploitation of child labour, the involvement of children in armed conflicts, child crime and sexual exploitation of children.
Within the framework of the 2021-2023 3-years Programming Document of the Italian Development Cooperation and in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, the protection of children’s rights will continue to be prioritised in humanitarian aid interventions. Humanitarian assistance will focus on the areas of food security, basic services, starting with sanitation, health and education, with a particular emphasis on strengthening the preparedness capacities of local health systems. Beneficiaries of humanitarian assistance and protection will be those in the most vulnerable situations, starting with those victims of forced displacement and, among them – as above stressed - women, children and persons with disabilities.
A proper attention has been drawn to this topic through the adoption of Strategic Guidelines on Children in 2021 by the Italian system in charge for development cooperation: children are involved not only in "traditional" sectors, such as health and education, but also in initiatives - often innovative - to protect and promote parenting, emergency or conflict situations, approaches to justice, etc. In each context, the specific needs of children must necessarily be taken into account, which become primary interests - "best interests of the child" - that the actors and authorities involved in cooperation activities are required to pursue as a matter of priority.
The Strategic Guidelines include ten Thematic Areas that represent the possible fields of implementation of intervention according to key principles enshrined in the UN CRC, according to the classification of the rights that children have, and according to the effectiveness of the aid.
Each target is preceded by a brief outline and key reference documents and standards. Several actions are proposed for each Domain and Implementation Modalities are also listed, i.e. the activities and the methodology through which specific objectives are to be achieved, with the intention of pursuing the alignment of national policies on children with those of partner countries and the harmonisation with the policies of other donor countries (and, in particular, of the European Union).

3. How to ensure a meaningful participation of children and future generations in development-related decisions at all levels (e.g., in policy formulation or impact assessment)? Are there any existing good practices or models?

In 2018, the National Authority for Children and Adolescents set up the Girls' and Boys' Council, a body made up of young people aged between 13 and 17, to promote the right of children to be heard and to participate. In fact, by listening to their voice, the Authority can intercept their needs and bring them to the attention of the competent institutions. This Council is managed according to a peer methodology to foster the exchange of opinions among all members.
A delegation of four members of Council attended the General Assembly, organised in Brussels by the European Commission on 26 and 27 June 2023, to launch the EU Children's Participation Platform. In this occasion children discussed with adults, but above all among peers, important issues on children’s and adolescents’ rights, deepened their knowledge of the European Union (EU) and how they can be part of it and help shape the future and direction of the Platform.

4. How to integrate an intersectional approach to the participation of children to ensure that differentiated impacts on children due to various discriminations, exclusions or vulnerabilities are considered? Kindly share any good practices.

By Law No. 125/2014 laying down the new “General law on International Cooperation for Development”, Italy reiterates, among its main aims, the promotion of gender equality and equal opportunities, the defence and upholding of human rights, the dignity of the individual and the principles of democracy and the rule of law.
Within this framework the Guidelines on gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls (2020-2024) could be mentioned. The update of the former political-strategic Guidelines of the Italian Development Cooperation on GEWE arise from the need to tailor the Italian Development Cooperation policy to the changing international and national scenario and to evaluate the results obtained, by enhancing good practices and identifying new challenges. This may strengthen the impact in terms of effectiveness, planning, visibility, and, above all, of support to policy definition processes in the partner countries.
The new Guidelines are addressed to all actors of the Italian system and apply to all projects and programmes financed and/or co-financed by Italy. For targeted best practices please refer also to the annual gender report of the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation released in 2022 (www.aics.gov.it).

5. What measures should be taken to protect and empower child human rights defenders?

Please refer to 2021-2023 3-years Programming Document of the Italian Development Cooperation.
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