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Ref/ 3] 7/23

Date:/9/06/2023
(Courtesy translation)

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Special Procedures Branch, and with reference to its letter dated 10 June
2023, has the honour to attach herewith the contribution of the
Government of the Republic of Iraq regarding the questionnaire of the
Special Rapporteur on the right to development on “reinvigorating the
right to development” and “the role of business in realizing the right to
development” .

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Iraq avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Special Procedures Branch, the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Geneva, 19 June 2023

//f‘

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights -
Special Procedures Branch - Geneva

Attachment:

- 22 pages.
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Contributions of the Republic of Iraq_regarding the Questionnaire
of the Special Rapporteur on the right to development.

Questionnaire letter of the Special Rapporteur on the right to
development.

A/Report of the Human Rights Council (September 2023) - Activating
the right to development: a vision for the future

Paragraph 1/a: Achievements made for the implementation of the right to
development at the national and regional levels

- At the national level, many plans and programs have been developed
that aim to achieve development and enhance environmental, social and
economic sustainability, as the Iraq Vision 2030 is a unified vision as a
framework and roadmap for a national project that allows merging the
specificity of Iraq with the goals and objectives of sustainable
development in the 2030 Agenda, which includes (a possible human
being). In a safe country, a unified society, a diversified economy, a
sustainable environment, good governance) in addition to the first and
second voluntary national reports and the National Development Plan
2030.

- The first and second voluntary reports indicated progress in achieving
the goals, and focus has been placed on a number of priority goals,
including:

- Objective (1) eradication of poverty.
Goal (3) Good health and well-being.
Objective (4) Quality education.

Goal (5): gender equality

Goal (8) decent work and economic growth
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- Objective (10) Reducing inequality.

- Goal (11) sustainable cities and communities. Goal (13) climate change
Goal (16) Peace, justice and strong institutions.

- Objective (17) Partnerships to achieve the goals.

Paragraph 2/a: The main challenges remaining in the effective
implementation of the right to development at various levels

-The great and tangible challenges still constitute an obstacle to achieving
progress in the indicators, which are the rentier character and
unemployment rates resulting from the weak ability to generate job
opportunities, the high poverty rates as a result of the worsening security
and economic situation, as well as the growing deficit in the federal
budget and the weak participation of women in economic activity, And
the burden of indebtedness, and weak institutional performance, and the
political and security reality that generated conflicts and unrest, financial
and administrative corruption, and the impact of subsidiary loyalties on
efficiency and achievement standards, in addition to a number of
environmental challenges such as desertification, pollution, and the
problem of water scarcity.

- For the above, the complex crisis (political, economic, Corona
pandemic and its repercussions) negatively affected the standard of living
of the Iraqi citizen and then the income of the family, especially families
whose members work in the private sector and in most economic and
development activities, and this was evident on the GDP index The total
at current prices for the first and second quarters of 2020 when compared
to the corresponding seasons of 2019, the domestic product was strongly
affected by the crisis, and the impact was greater for oil output, which
decreased in the second quarter of the year 2020 by 71% compared to the
first quarter of the same year This is due to the drop in the oil price from
an average of $64.7 per barrel in the first quarter to an average of $23.4
per barrel in the second quarter. As for non-oil activities, they decreased
by 16% in the two quarters referred to.
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- Iraq is waiting for a long and determined effort to complete the
adaptation of the goals of sustainable development, and improve Planning
frameworks and mechanisms for resource mobilization for development,
which requires:

Conduct a comprehensive national review of the development situation in
the country and determine where we stand now and then Agree on the
expected improvement steps.

- To overcome these challenges by setting plans, policies and programs
that set priorities.

Paragraph 3/a: Mainstreaming the right to development and integrating it
into other relevant agendas, including the 2030 Agenda, at the national,
regional and international levels.

- Integrating the sustainable development goals into investment plans,
allocating the necessary amounts and resources for them, and improving
public and private financing sources. Iraq has worked to align the
sustainable development goals with investment budget projects within the
National Development Plan (2018-2022).

Paragraph 4/a: The steps taken to implement the right of vulnerable
or marginalized individuals and communities to development, were
they effective?

Securing the necessary amounts to achieve the goals of sustainable
development, as financing and mobilizing resources is one of the biggest
challenges facing the implementation of the goals, as it is necessary to
study the tools that contribute to overcoming this The challenge,
including green taxes, expanding domestic financing, ways to stimulate
private investment, and directing budget resources towards investing in
achieving goals.

Paragraph 5 A: The media community and its contribution to
development

8, Impasse Colombelle 1218 Grand www.mofa.gov.iq Tel.: +41 229180980
Saconnex, Geneva, Switzerland orgs.genpm@mofa.gov.iq Fax: +41 227330326



61210l poll wiso s glell dygmay) doihl duioal
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE

GENEVA

Reruayc OF WA
- The international financial picture: providing financing and preparing

reports on sustainable development and work in the field of sustainable
development.

Commercial companies: commercial companies in the field of
communication and innovation

Spreading awareness and knowledge of sustainable development goals to
achieve them.

Paragraph 6/a: What's and what's cool.
» Achieving Goal 7 of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 .

* Material and moral support and stimulation of the research movement in
the fields of solar energy.

* Do this bank of solar radiation data and degrees. temperature, wind
intensity and amount of dust.

« Carrying out pioneering and somewhat large projects at a level that
benefits the country. As another source of energy and training cadres on
it, in addition to not repeating it, but rather diversifying it to benefit from
all energy applications.

» Activating methods of scientific exchange and scientific advice between
countries through holding seminars and periodic meetings.

» Updating studies of the uses of solar energy and inventorying and
evaluating what is available.

« Applying all ways of rationalizing energy conservation and studying
the best. In addition to supporting citizens who use solar energy in their
homes.

- Report of the United Nations General Assembly (October / 2023)
The role of business in the work of the right to development.

Paragraph 1/b: What laws and incentives are in the following list?
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» Agenda for the logic of the meeting of UN Member States to participate
in international projects of the United Nations (Joint United Nations
Committee) of the United Nations, including from the United Nations
Committee, the Trade Council, and civil society, and academia. Its goal is
to identify concrete options and foreign practices available to support
more inclusive, resilient, and sustainable economies and domains and to
promote progress toward an international tax system.

Paragraph 2/b: the steps that work in the field of work

- Facilitating government support for commercial enterprises and
enabling a supportive work environment. Paragraph 3/b: How does the
software of businesses that perform projects perform projects that engage
in environmental pollution and/or forced displacement projects, including
indigenous peoples.

- By preparing technical and environmental feasibility studies and
preparing an environmental impact plan.

Paragraph 4/b: Does the swindler of the business pay taxes to the
states.

« The tax is an important and essential source for the United States of
America, which it needs for the general purposes of community
development and achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, the
goal of poverty eradication. The tax-to-tax ratio, if adjusted, is the same.
In Iraq, I succeeded in conducting a replay of a series of economic cases
that Iraq witnessed., the occupation of culture and corruption, the blow to
democracy, and the blow to tax consciousness.

e illegal financial flows linked to the rule of law, distort
macroeconomic  stability, and generate severe security
complications in the Arab region. And within the comments of the
interventions of the neighborhood of it and the incident of the
comments for this matter.

e For example, from the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to
being on track and advancing climate progress, the tax system and
its role in achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals with
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national sovereignty, and is characterized by its gaps, including tax
revenues. Based on what was stated in the text of 2008, after access
regularly in drawing up health policies and making the necessary
decisions, and there is no effective program for electronic health
systems and health information technology."

- Availability and collection of comprehensive data to measure progress
towards achieving the sustainable development goals disaggregated by
gender, age and housing environment was a challenge; This is often a
limitation on the scope and depth of the analysis and the conclusions
drawn from it. The evaluation conducted for the availability of data
revealed a significant shortage in data for evaluating progress towards
achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, as the total data gap
amounts to 47% of the 232 indicators distributed over the 17 goals, as
only 67 indicators are available. The data gap reaches its maximum for
Goal 13, as none of its indicators are available. The third goal is the most
available for indicators.

- The provision of appropriate data is very important in obtaining
quantitative information about the progress made and the quality of this
progress, in addition to providing a better understanding of the problems
related to the goals.

International organizations provide important data and the ability to
monitor progress, as it is an acceptable evaluation tool for comparison
with the quality of national data, especially since Iraq has a rich record of
cooperation with international organizations, led by the World Bank,
UNICEF, the United Nations Development Program, the World Food
Program, the Food and Agriculture Organization and ESCWA. and
others.

- Nevertheless, there is a need to recalibrate the statistical efforts and
create an interactive database to monitor the goals of sustainable
development, and to include in the new surveys indicators that have not
yet been provided, especially the response to gender and the development
situation in the different regions of the country.
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Paragraph 6/b: How can states and other actors (such as national
human rights institutions, development finance institutions, and
commercial enterprises) provide effective remedies to individuals and
communities who claim violations of the right to development?

Formulate practical measures that reflect international standards on
access to remedies and improve the effectiveness of its legal and policy
response to business and human rights challenges at the local level
through national action plans on business and human rights.

C/Thematic priorities for the period (2023-2026)
The third voluntary report on the sustainable development goals

Paragraph 1/c: the issues that the Special Rapporteur should focus
on during the coming years of his mandate for the effective
implementation of the right to development at the local, national,
regional and international levels.

Poverty, hunger, education, clean water and water security, climate
change, peace, justice and strong institutions.

Paragraph 2/c: The main challenges facing the work of the right to
development, good practices and effective strategies to overcome
these challenges

Political challenges

1- Political instability.

2- Unemployment and corruption.

3- Poor institutional performance and the elements of good governance.
4- Institutional confusion.

5- Poor coordination.

6- Reconstruction.

7- Global and regional change.
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8- The weakness of the capabilities provided to some scientific and
research institutions for development, which led to their failure to keep
pace with developments in the scientific and technical progress of
developed countries.

Second: economic challenges

e The nature of the rentier economy.
e Weak investments, of economic resources.

e The weakness of the private sector and local investments in the
process of sustainable development.

Third: Social challenges
1- Population growth.

2- Poverty.

3- Immigration.

4- The gender gap.

Fourth: environmental challenges.

Misuse of natural resources, especially water.
Desertification.

Underutilization of renewable energy.

Water scarcity.

How to overcome challenges

Diversifying the sources of the Iraqi economy.

A- Reaching an agreement with upstream and riparian countries to
ensure fair distribution and sustainable water rights.
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B- Monitoring the quality of water coming from neighboring countries
and treating industrial and municipal wastewater thrown into water
sources to protect them from pollution.

C- Improving the efficiency of water transmission and distribution.

D- Develop a future plan to improve the utilization of the expected
water supplies in Iraq and increase the efficiency of water
consumption.

E- Identifying possible adaptation measures (policies, strategies and
sustainable action plans, water resources) in order to counter
potential climate changes.

Paragraph 3/C: Measures that can be taken to ensure the integration of the
right to development into other programs such as the goals of sustainable
development, business, human rights, environmental protection, climate
change, discrimination, migration, peace and security, financing for
development, trade and investment agreements, new technologies, civic
space and access to justice

- Activating legislation and legal texts that promote the achievement of
sustainable development, taking into account what was stated in
international and regional agreements and protocols, and stipulating the
establishment of international responsibility and the imposition of
sanctions and sanctions in case of non-compliance with it.

The Fund for the Reconstruction of Areas Affected by Terrorist
Operations was established in accordance with Article (28) of the Federal
Budget Law for the year (2015), in order to be a body that coordinates
between international organizations and Iraqi ministries in rapid
reconstruction operations and implements medium and long-term
reconstruction operations in areas that are liberated from ISIS.

* During the period 1970-2003, about 90% of the marshes were dried up
or destroyed, and most of the human settlements in them disappeared,
especially in the Hawizeh marshes, and about 170,000 of its inhabitants
were forced to flee or re-settle in other areas. As for those who preferred
to stay, most of them lived in a state of from poverty and deprivation.
After 2003, the process of reviving the marshes was encouraged, and
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many communities, institutions, and organizations supported the
movement seeking to restore them, 38% of it has been successfully
restored, while work is underway to restore about 70% of the built-up
area.
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