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Intervention
By

Mr. Hamid Ahmadi 
Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
Before

The Twenty-Fourth Session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development 
(Item 4.3 – Consideration and intergovernmental negotiation of the second revised draft convention on the right to development)

Geneva, 15 May 2023
بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم
Mr. Chair-Rapporteur,

The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its gratitude for the dedicated efforts of the Chair-Rapporteur, the Working Group, the drafting team of the draft convention, the former Special Rapporteur on the right to development, as well as all the experts who were invited for this purpose. 
We also appreciate the diverse opinions and perspectives shared by States and other stakeholders regarding the need for a legally binding instrument.

While there have been disagreements concerning the "right to development" and the necessity of an obligatory document, these matters have been extensively discussed in previous sessions of the Working Group. It is now evident that the time has come for the "right to development" to be upheld by a legally binding instrument in international law, just like other recognized human rights.
The recognition of the right to development as an inalienable human right has already been established. Thus, after years of tireless efforts and negotiations, it is crucial that the obligatory document pertaining to this right reaches a conclusive outcome.
A legally binding instrument fortifies the legal framework surrounding the right to development, granting it equal standing with other human rights. It enhances the normative status of the right to development.
Such an instrument holds the potential to foster international cooperation and assistance in realizing the right to development. It can provide guidance and mechanisms for states to collaborate, exchange experiences, and support one another in achieving their development goals. This includes sharing best practices, providing technical and financial aid, and facilitating technology transfer to address development challenges.

Moreover, a legally binding instrument empowers rights holders by providing them with a solid legal foundation to assert their right to development. It facilitates their participation in decision-making processes, ensuring that development policies and programs align with their needs and aspirations. This empowerment paves the way for more inclusive, equitable, and people-centered development processes.

Additionally, a binding instrument contributes to the progressive development of the right to development by addressing emerging challenges, filling gaps, and adapting to evolving understandings of development. It fosters continuous dialogue and cooperation among states to respond to changing circumstances, ensuring the right to development remains relevant and responsive to contemporary development issues.

In conclusion, a legally binding instrument for the right to development establishes a robust legal framework and avenues for cooperation and empowerment. It strengthens the commitment to realizing the right to development and supports endeavors to overcome obstacles and achieve sustainable and inclusive development for all.
Thank you, Mr. Chair-Rapporteur.
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